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BEING  A 

BRIEF  RELATION 

OF  THE  STRANGE,  AND 
Wonderfull  hand  of  God 

difcovered  at  W  i  t  n  y,  in  the 

Comedy  A&ed  there  February 
the  third,  where  there  were  fome 
Slaine,  many  Hurt,  with  feve- 
rall   other  Remarkable 
Passages. 

Together  with  what  was  Preached  in  three 
Sermons  on  that  occafion  from  Rom.  i .  1 8. 

Both  which 

May  fcrve  as  fome  Check  to  the  Growing  Atheifme 
of  the  Prefent  Age. 

By 

John  RoWE  ofO.C.  C.  in  Oxford  ,Letturer  in 
the  Towne  of  W  i  t  n  t. 

Jt  is  time  for  thee,Lord  to  work^for  they  have  madevoyd  thy  Law* 

Pfal.  119.  126. 
Verily  he  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  Earth.  Pfal.  58. 1 1. 
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TO 

MY  HONOVRED 

and  much  beloved  Friends, 

the  Inhabitants  of  the  Towne, 
8t  Paritti  of  WIT  N  Y. 

Dearely  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

H  E  ptiblijlwtg   of  thefe 
few  Tapers  ,  both  the  pre- 
cedent Narrative,  and  the 
enfuing  Sermons  of  right 
belong  to  Ton  3  and  yon 
may  challenge  them  as 
your  owne.    Among  yon 
it  was  that  thefe  wonders 
of  the  Lord  were  feen,  and 
upon  you  it  was  that  the 
Lord  hath  Jhewen  himfclfe  marvelous.  Doe  not  quar- 
rell  with  the  Almighty  for fetting  you  up  as  the  publiJ^ 
Theatre  whereon  he  would  manifefi  his  holyneffe^jnji^ 
ice^&  other  Attributes  to  the  world  We  are  hk  Cream 
tures^  and  it  were  enough  if  we  couldfay  no  more^ut 
It  is  his  pleafure  to  have  it  fo.  Yet  there  k  other 
reafon  why  wefiould  quiet  0   and  compofe  our  felvesb 
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*nd  Jhake  off all  thought x,  andreafonings  that  are  apt 
io  arife^  faying  as  the  church  doth.  We  will  bearc 
the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  we  have  fin- 
ned againft  him.  Though you  are  the  people  that  doe 
only fuffer^  yet  you  are  not  they  that  are  only  aymed 
at.  The  Lord  hat  h  fpoken  from  heaven  to  the  whole 
Nation^y  what  he  hath  done  amongf  you  0  andtejii- 
fied  by  a  clear  and  eminent  jiroake  againji  the  mon- 
firous  unparraleld  Atheifme  5  irreligion0  profanejfe^ 
which  is  walking  up  and  downe  in  all  places, 

Though  the  Lord  hath  began  with  you  3  yet  he  may 
not  end  with  you.  If  his  dealing  with  you  make  not 
others  wife  s  their  plagues  may  be  farre  greater  then 
yours  have  been^  andiffojt  will  be  a  mercy  that 
you  were  correct edfo  foone  3  and  not  filtered  to  got 
on  in  your  finnes^  which  would  have  brought  heavier 
forrowes  in  the  end.  AmongSi  you  it  was  that  thefe 
jneane  Sermons  had  their  rife  3  which  were  not  in  the 
leafi  intended  for  the  Preffe  5  when  firtf  they  were 
Preached.    But  the  dejires  of  fome  amongft  you  to 
have  written  Coppies  of  them  y  the  longings  and  im- 
portunity of  others  to  have  them  publifjed  0  the  good 
ofthe  Torvne  in  generall  (  which  might feeme  to  re* 
quire  a  fading^  lajiing  remebrance  of  thefe  things) 
feemed  to  be  fome  call  to  me  for  the  publrflj/ng  of 
them  .   To  which  I  may  adde  the  confideration  of 
fome  little  good  the  Lord  I  hope  was  pleafed  to  doe 
by  thefe  plain  and  meane  Sermons:  the  hearts  of  fome 
being  a  little  awakened  3  and  the  affe&ion  of  others 
jiirred^  and  raifed^  and  fome  provoked  to  attend  on 
the  word  thereby.  Which  Jparkj  being  of  the  Lords 
orvne  kindling  5  I"  thought  it  my  duty  to  keep  them  a- 
Ijveasmuch  as  lay  in  mt.  I  hope  you  will  beare  with 
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my  rudenejje  ofJpeech,and  plain  fyeakwg  :  the  Lord 
being  my  witneffe  ,  that  it  is  not  a  pleafure  to  me,to 
make  bare  your  nakedneffe  ,  or  discover  your  flmme, 
my  ay  me  only  being  ,  that  you  may  lay  to  heart  your 
Jinnes,feek^pardonfor  them, and  reformation  of  them. 
My  care  hath  been  as  much  as  may  be  Jo  abjlainfrom 
allperfonall  reflections  ,  and  not  to  make  ufe  of  any 
ones  Name,  that  I  might  not  grieve  the  fpirits  of  any 
by  making  them  publike  to  the  world  ,   although  if  I 
had  infifled  on fome  particulars,  the  fiory  might  have 
been  fet  forth  with  more  advatage  in  the  eyes  of  fome. 
Some  enlargments  there  have  been  in  the$ermons,& 
fome  larger  explications  of  a  few  Scriptures  ,  it  being 
not pojfible  within fuch  a  fcantling  of  time  ,  as  is  al- 
lotted^ to  Jpeake  fully  to  all  things.   Tet  this  you  will 
find,you  have  f  :arce  any  mater ialt  pajfage  omitted  of 
what  was  Preached,  and  the  Additions  which  are  (  / 
hope  )  not  altogether  unprofitable  or  unneceffary.  Some 
Notes  are  put  into  the  Margin,  which  need  not  trouble 
the  leffe  shjl full  Reader  ^  allobfcurity  being  avoyded 
in  the  body  of  the  Sermons  themf elves.  My  humble 
defire,and  requefl  to  you  is,  that  you  will  not  lay  ajide 
this  little  Book.     f00n     *t  comes  into  your  hands, 
though  the  things  are  mean  and  contemptible ,  if  you 
confider  the  pirfon, parts, and  years  of  him  that  brings 
them  unto  you  ,  and  the  manner  of  his  delivering 
them^yet  are  they  great,  and  of  moment,  if  you  conji- 
der  him  that fends  them  to  you  ,  fofirre  forth  as  the 
mind  of God  is  revealed  in  them  ,  and  his  particular 
will  made  known  concewingyou-  Some  few  houres 
will  ferve  to  Reade  over  the  whole  Book^,  and  if  at 
lea  fir  e  times, yo%i  put  your  Children  or  Servants  to 
nade  but  a  little ,  it  may  be  better  then  to  let  it  lye 
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moulding  in  your  Windows.  Tojflbly  you  may  men 
with fitch  a  remembrance^ f  the  Lord  work^  with  it  by 
his  Spirit^as  yon  may  blejje  him  for  ail  your  dayes. 
I  can  only  fay  as  the  Apofile  doth  with  a  little  change. 
Brethren  my  hearts  defire  3  and  prayer  to  God  for 
the  people  of  Witny  is,  that  they  maybe  fa  ved. 
/  trutt  the  Lord  hath  fo  me  of  his  election  yet fcatter- 
ed  amongfi you0fure  lam  there  are  fome  of  his  called^ 
and  faith  full  ones  already  to  be  found  in  the  middeji 
of  you.  How  long  I  may  be  left  to  fyeah^  toyoujknow 
not.  "This  I  can  afure  you,  I  pray  ,  and Jl ghat  the 
throne  of  Grace  for  you^  as  well  as  I  can.  And  I  could 
wifo  I  had  better  pray ers^and  more  fighs  and groanes, 
then  my  poore  barren  heart  can  afford.  There  could 
not  be  a  greater  joy  to  me ,  then  to  f  ?e  the  Kingdome 
of  our  Lord  Jefvs  taking  place  in  greater  power  in 
your  fouler,  to  fee  that  high  valuation  ,  and  eager 
thirjis  in  the  hearts  of  many  of  you  after  a  poore  de- 
fpifedi  negleSed  ,  forfaken  ChriSi  whom  the  world 
(  but  it  may  break,  our  hearts  to  fpeah^  it  )  begins  to 
grow  weary  of  though  the  world  be  not  worthy  offuch 
a  one. 

Now  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  bleffe 
you  with  the  knowledge  ofhimfelfe^and  this  his  deare 
Sonne  ,  and  grant  that  the  favour  of  his  knowledge 
may  be  (pre  ad  amongfi  you  more  abundantly.  Thefe 
are  the  conflant prayers  of 

Your  unworthy  Friend,  and  Servant, 

in  the  Gofpell 


John  Rowe* 


A  BKIEFE 

NARRATIVE  OF 

The  Play  A6ted  at  IVitnyfat 

third  of  February  1652.  Together 

with  its  fad  and  Tragi  call  End. 

IT  may  not  feemfo  proper  ?  nor  be  foplea- 
fing  to  every  Reader  9  to  let  down  all  the 
Circumftances  about  this  Play  5  forafmuch 
that  fomewhat  might  be  faid  touching  the 
rife  and  original!  of  it  5  the  nature  of  the 
Play  it  felf3and  the  book  from  whence  it  was  ta- 
ken 5the  motives:grounds?and  ends  of  the  Aftors^ 
concerning  all  which  I  might  fpeak  more  then 
here  (hall  be  inferted3  having  taken  fome  paines 
to  fatisfie  my  felfe  in  thofe  particulars.  But  I 
thought  it  meet  to  infill:  on  thofe  things  3  which 
did  moft  difcover  the  hand  of  God  in  fo  eminent 
and  remarkable  a  Providence  5  and  lightly  touch 
on  other  things  3  fofar  as  they  may  give  light  to 


the  Narratives 

that  which  is  the  name.  This  Play  was  an  old 
Vlay^  and  had  been  Acted  by  fome  of  Santon-Har- 
court  men  many  years  fince.  The  Title  of  it  is, 
A  motf  pie  a f ant  Comedy  of  Mucedorus  the  Kings 
Sonne  of  Valentin  5  and  Amadine  the  Kings  Daugh- 
ter of  Aragon  :  with  the  merry  conceits  flfMoufe., 
&c.  TheAftors  of  the  Play  were  Count reym en 5 
moft  of  them5and  for  any  thing  I  can  heare,  all  of 
Stanton-  Harcourt  Parifh.  The  punftuall  time  of 
their  firft  Learning  the  Play  5  cannot  be  certainly 
fet  downe:  but  this  we  have  been  told  5  they  had 
been  learning  it  ever  fince  Michaelmas  3  and  had 
been  Afting  privatly  every  week.  This  we  are 
informed  upon  more  certain  grounds  \  that  they 
began  tQ  Aft  it  in  a  more  publike  manner  about 
Chriftmas  5  and  Afted  it  three  or  foure  times  in 
their  own  Parifh5they  Afted  it  likewife  in  feverall 
neighbowring  Parifhes,  as  Moore->  Stanlake^  South- 
Lei  gh^Cumner.  The  laft  place  that  they  came  at 
was  V/itny  ^  where  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  difcover 
his  difpleafure ,  againft  fuch  wicked  and  ungodly 
Tlayes  by  an  eminent  hand.  Some  few  dayes  be- 
fore the  Play  was  to  be  Afted.one  of  Stanton  came 
to  the  Baylife  of  Witny  telling  him  that  there  were 
fome  Countrey  men  that  had  learn  d  to  make  a  Play^ 
and  defired  his  Leave  to  flew  it,  his  aime  being  fas 
the  Baylife  conceived  )  that  they  might  have  the 
Liberty  of  the  Torvne-Hall.  Leave  alfo  was  defi- 
red of  the  other  Baylife.but  they  being  denied  by 
both  the  BayUfs  5  they  pitched  on  the  White  Hart^ 
a  chiefe  Inne  of  the  Towne  to  Aft  their  Play  there. 
The  day  when  it  was  Afted  >  was  the  third  of  Fe- 


bruary 


The  Narrative. 

hruary  5  the  fame  day  when  many  Godly  People5 
Townefmen  and  Schollars  of  Oxford  i  kept  a  So- 
lemne  Day  of  Fatf  at  Carfax;    About  feaven  a 
Clock  at  Night  they  caufed  a  Drum  to  beat  [  and 
a  Trumpet  to  be  founded  to  gather  the  People 
together.   The  people  flocked  in  great  multi- 
tuaes5Men5W omen,  and  Children  to  the  number 
(as  isguefsclj)  of  three  Hundred  ;  fomefay  foure 
hundred  5  and  the  Chamber  where  the  Play  was 
Afted  being  full.,  others  in  the  Yard  prefTed  forely 
to  get  in.  The  people  which  were  in  the  Roome 
were  exceeding  Joviall5and  merry  before  the  Flay 
bcgan^Young  men  and  Maides  dancing  together, 
and  fo  merry  and  frolick  were  many  of  the  Spe- 
ctators., that  the  Play  eis  could  hardly  get  Liberty 
that  they  themfelves  might  Aft,  but  at  laft  a  little 
Liberty  being  obtained,  the  Play  it  felf  began.  In 
the  beginning  of  it  Enters  a  Perfon  that  took  the 
nameofComedie5and  fpeaks  as  follows. 
Why  fo  thus  doe  I  hope  to  pleafe^ 
Muji 'ck  revives ^  and  Mirth  k  tolerable  5 
Comediep%  thy  part^andpleaje: 
Make  merry  them  that  come  to  joy  with  thee. 
With  two  or  three  verfes  more. 
Vpon  this  enters  Ew^another  perfon38c  fpeaks 
.as  followes. 

Nay  ftay  Minion  ft  ay  there  lyes  a  block  } 
What  all  on  mirlh  tie  interrupt your  tale9 
And  mix  your  Mujick^  with  a  Tragi  t\end. 
Vpon  which  Comedie  replyes.  Envy  makes  an- 
fwer  againe  in  feveralJ  verfes^  and  among  the  reft 
thefe. 

*  Barken 


The  Narrative v 

ftarken  thou  fialt  heare  noyfe 
Shall fill the  ayre  with Jhrilling  found^ 
And  thunder  Mufic\  to  the  Gods  above. 
Three  verfes  after  it  followes., 

In  thk brave  MufickJLwvy  takps  delight 
Where  I  may  fee  them  wallow  in  their  blottd^ 
to  jpurne  at  Armes  &  Leggs  quite  Jhivered off, 
And  heare  the  cryes  of  many  thoufand flaim. 
After  this  Comediefpeaks^  Envy  replies 

-~Trebble  death  Jhall  crojfe  thee  with  di flight ^ 
And  make  thee  mourn  where  moft  thou  joyejly 
Turning  thy  mirth  into  a  deadly  dole9 
Whirling  thypleafurs  with  a  peak  of  deaths 
And  drench  thy  methods  in  a  Sea  ofbloud. 

Which  paflages  if  the  Reader  carry  along  with 
him,  he  will  fee  how  farre  they  were  made  good 
by  the  Divine  hand  0  both  on  the  Aftors  and  Spe- 
ctators. The  matter  of  the  Play  is  fcurrilous ,  im* 
pious.,  blafphemous  in  feverall  paffages.  One  paf- 
fage  of  it  hath  fuch  a  bitter  Taunt  againft  all  God- 
ly perfbns  under  the  name  of  Puritans^nd  at  Reli- 
gion'  it  felfe,  under  the  phrafe  o  f  obferving  Fafling 
days^  that  it  may  not  be  omitted.,  it  was  almoft  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Play  3  and  they  were  lome  of 
the  Clownes  words  when  he  firft  began  to  Aft  0 
Well  lie  fee  my  Father  hangd  before  lie  ferve  his 
Horfe  any  more^  well  lie  carry  home  my  bottle  of  Hay 
and  for  once  make  my  Fathers  Horfe  turne  Puritan^ 
and  obferTje  Fafting  dayes0for  he  gets  not  a  bitt.Wcw 
remarkable  was  this  that  fome  of  them  that  were 
called  Puritans  in  the  dayes  of  old,  had  {pent  that 

very 


The  Narrative. 

very  day  in  Oxford  in  Fafting  5  and  Prayer  5  and 
that  the  Lord  by  fo  eminent  an  hand  fhould  tefti- 
fie  againft  fuch  ,  who  were  not  only  fcoffers  at 
Godly  per fons  ,but  at  Religion  it  felfe.  Another 
paffage  was  of  fo  horrid  an  afpeft  5  as  that  the  A- 
dor  who  was  to  fpeak  it  durft  not  vent  it  without 
a  change.  The  verfes  as  they  aje  Printed  arethefe. 

Ah  Bremo,  Bremo5  what  afoyle  hadji  thou, 
that  yet  at  no  time  was  afraid 

To  dare  the  greatest  Gods  to  fight  with  thee 
At  the  end  of  which  verfes  it  followeth,  He 
flrikes:  and  probable  enough  it  is,  thatheufed 
Tome  aftion  at  that  times  but  the  words  were  fb 
gaftly,  and  had  fuch  a  face  of  impiety  in  them, 
that  he  durft  not  fay  Gods0  but  (  as  one  that  excu- 
fedhim  would  have  us  believe  ?he  fai'd  Gobs.  And 
indeed  fo  infolent  were  thefe,  and  other  exprefli- 
ons  in  the  Play  ,  that  fome  of  the  Spectators 
thought  they  were  not  fit  to  be  ufed,  and  when 
they  heard  them,  wifhed  themfelves  out  of  the 
roome.We  might  inftance  in  fome  other  paflages, 
but  there  hath  been  enough  already.The  modeft, 
and  ingenuous  reader  would  blufh  to  read  fome 
paflages.  Thus  had  they  continued  their  fport  for 
an  hour,  and  halfe,as  fome  of  the  Spectators  fay, 
but  as  is  more  probable,  about  two  houres,  for 
they  were  ordinarily  three  houres  in  afting  it  (  as 
the  Players  fay  )  and  there  were  aboue  two  parts 
in  three  of  the  p!ay  that  were  pafled  over  in  this 
Aftion.  At  which  time  it  pleafed  God  to  put  a  ftop 
to  their  mirth,  and  by  an  immediate  hand  of  his 
owne,  in  caufing  the  chamber  to  finkp  and  fall 
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The  Narrative. 

under  them,  to  put  an  end  to  this  ungodly  Play 
before  it  was  thought,  or  intended  by  them. 
,  The  Adtors  who  were  now  in  aftion  were  Breme 
a  wild  man,  (  courting,  and  folliciting  his  Lady, 
and  among  other  things,  begging  a  KiJJe  in  this 
verfe*: 

Come  kjffe  me  (  Sweet )  for  all  my 
favours  pa  ft  ) 
And  Amadine  the  Kings  daughter  (  as  named  in 
the  Play  )  but  in  truth  a  young  man  attired  in  a 
womans  Habit  .  The  words  which  were  then 
fpeaking3  were  thefe,  the  words  of  Bremo  to  his 
Lady 

ihou  fialt  be  fed  with  Quailes,  and  Partridges, 
With  Blacl{- birds ^  Lar^es,  Thrnfies^ 
and  Nightingales. 
Various  reports  there  have  been  concerning 
the  words  fpoken  at  that  time,  as  that  it  fhould 
be  fayed,  the  Devi  11  was  now  come  to  aU  hk  part: 
fome  of  the  People  might  fay  fo,  obferving  the 
wild  mans  carriage,  and  fome  other  palfages  that 
went  before,  where  there  was  mention  made  of 
the  Divell  in  a  Bares  dubiety  the  wild  man  then 
acting  the  Bares  part:  and  indeed  we  have  it  up- 
on good  information  that  there  were  fuch  words 
(poken;;  only  they  were  the  fpetiators  words,  and 
not  the  Affors:  but  this  we  are  afliiredof,the 
words  then  fpoken  by  the  Attor  were  thofe  above 
mentioned,  as  hehimfelfe  acknowledged,  and  we 
find  them  p  inted  fo  in  the  Book. 

The  Place  wherein  the  Vlay  was  afted  >  was  not 
a  Stage  eie£ted  on  purpofe,  but  a  Chamber  belong- 
ing 


The  Narrative* 

ing  to  the  Inne^  a  larg  Chamber,  and  which  fbme« 
time  had  been  a  Malting  roome,  having  a  part  of 
it  covered  with  earth  to  that  purpofe.  It  had  two 
Beames  to  fiipport  it,  of  which  one  Sc:  the  fhorter 
was  a  great  fbudt*.  fubftantiall  one^Sc  lay  between 
the  two  fide  walls}  the  other  had  one  end  {hoot- 
ing into  the  middle  of  the  fhorter  beame,  and  the 
other  end  of  it  faftned  in  the  wall?  of  which  you 
may  fee  a  defcription. 


The  2  end  Walls.  A.  The  2  Beames  B.  The  fid- 
Walls  C%  The  port  Beame^which  broke  neare  the  mid- 
dle 5  was  betwixt  1 3  and  14  Inches fquare  3  one  end 
lying  even^or  a  little  within  the  Wall  upon  a  Jlmdder 
of  Stone,  the  other  endalwoft  afoot  in  the  Wall  5  the 
Jhort  Beame  breakjngjhe  other  fell  with  it. 

The 


The  Narrative. 

The  fall  was  not  very  quick,  but  fomewhat 
flcw,&  gentle,ift  fo  much  that  f&e  that  were  pre- 
fent  thought  it  was  a  part  of  the  play,  (but  it  pro. 
ved  the  faddeft  part)  &  expefted  whe  they  fhould 
be  taken  up  againe,  yet  was  it  not  fo  flowe  as  that 
they  were  able  to  recover  themfeiyes,  for  the  a&- 
ors  then  in  a&ion  fell  down,  and  a  great  number 
6f  people  with  them  into  the  under  roome.  which 
was  a  shufle-board^roome^  and  the  tabL  it  felfe  bro* 
ken  in  peeces  by  the  fall  of  the  Timber,  The 
Chamber  did  not  fall  down  quite,  but  lay  fome- 
what pendulous,  and  hanging,  broad  at  the  top, 
and  narrow  at  the  bottome ,  that  end  of  the 
long  beame,  which  lay  in  the  fhort  falling  down, 
the  other  end  not  falling,  &  the  ends  of  the  fhort 
Beame  where  it  brake  hanging  down  5  the 
bottome  where  the  people  lay  was  of  a  very  nar- 
row compaffe,  the  people  falling  as  it  were  into  a 
Pit:<k  fuch  were  the  apprehentions  of  fome  of  the 
Speftators,  feeing  the  chamber  fink  in  that  man- 
ner as  if  the  earth  was  opening^  and fw  allowing  them 
up.  After  the  Crack  of  the  beame  which  was 
exceeding  great.,  and  the  fall  of  the  Chamber  (in 
^the  manner  as  is  before  defcribed  )  all  was  quiet, 
andftill.and  a  kind  of  filence  for  a  pretty  fpace 
of  time ,  the  people  being  aftonied,  ajnd  bereft  of 
their  fenfes.  One  that  was  prefent  was  fo  much 
affrighted  (  as  was  faid  )  that  the  thought  her  felfe 
verily  to  be  in  Hell5which  we  do  the  rather  infert 
becaufe  whceverfhall  put  the circumftances  to- 
gether may  well  fay  itwas  a  little  refemblance  of 
that  black,  and  difinall  place,  there  being  fo  ma- 
ny 


The  Narrative* 


try  taken  in  the  middeft  of  their  finfullpra&i/esj 
and  thruft  into  a  pit  together  where  they  were 
left  in  darknefle,  the  Lights  being  put  out  by  the 
fall^ where  the  duft  that  was  raifed  made  a  kind  of 
Mift,  and  Smoake,  where  there  were  the  moft  la- 
mentable fkreekes,  and  out-cryes  that  may  be 
imagined}  where  they  werj  fhut  up  as  in  a  prifon, 
and  could  not  get  themfelves  out,  ( the  dooreof 
the  under  roome  being  blocked  up,  and  their  leg  s 
being  fo  pinioned,&  wedged  together  by  faggots, 
and  other  things,  that  fell  down  together  with 
them  from  the  upper  roome,  that  they  could  not 
ftirre  to  help  themfelves.  )  Another  fas  isfaid) 
(uppofing  his  limbs  to  be  all  plucked  afunder  cry* 
ed  out,  that  they  Jljonld  cut  off  hk  head:  this  is  cer* 
taine,the  fright  was  exceeding  great ,  and  many- 
were  dead  for  a  time  that  afterward  came  to 
themfelves.     When  the  people  were  come  to 
themfelves,  there  was  a  fearfull,  and  moft  lamen- 
table cry,  foe  crying  one  thing;foe  another3  fome 
crying  aid  for  the  Lords  fake^  others  crying  Lord 
have  mercy  on  us  3  Chrifl  have  mercy   on  us, 
others  cryed  oh  my  Hufband  /  a  fecond  ,  oh 
my  Wife/  a  third  3  Oh  my  child/  and  ano- 
ther faid3No  body  loves  me  fo  well  as  to  fee  where 
my  child  is.  Others  cryed  out  for  Ladders,  and 
Hatchets  to  make  their  paflage  out,for  the  cham- 
ber falling,  the  doore  of  the  under  roome  was  fo 
Blocked  up  that  they  could  not  get  out  there3  fo 
that  they  were  fain  to  break  the  barres  of  the 
window ,  and  moft  of  the  people  got  out  that 
way  though  it  were  a  good  fpace  of  time  before 

they 
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they  could  get  forth.  The  other  Players  that  were 
not  in  aftion  were  in  the  Attiring- roome  which 
was  joyning  to  the  chamber  that  fell,  and  they 
helped  to  fave  fpme  of  th6.  people  which  were 
neef  that  part.  Thofe  of  the  people  that  fell 
not  down,  but  were  preferred  by  that  meanes  got 
out  at  the  window  of  the  upper  roome.  There 
were  five  flaine  outrignt.whereof  three  were  Boys, 
two  of  which  being  about  feaven,  or  eight  yeares 
old  or  thereabout}  the  other  neer  twelve.*  the  o-> 
ther  two  were  Girles,  the  elder  of  which  being 
fourteen,  or  fiveteen,  and  the  younger  twelve,  or 
thirteen  yeares  old.  A  woman  alfo  had  her  legg 
forely  broken  that  the  furgeons  were  forced  to 
cut  it  offjaqd  fhe  dyed  within  three  or  foure  dayes 
after  it  was  cut  off.  Many  were  hurt,  and  forely 
brmfed,  to  the  number  of  about  threefcore,  that 
we  have  certaine  information  of,  befides  thofe 
that  conceale  their  greifes,  and  fome  of  the  Con- 
try  of  which  there  were  diverfeprefent5,it  being 
market  day  when  this  Play  was  afted. 

The  Surgeon  that  <lrefTed  the  wounded 
people,  told  me  that  the  next  day  after  this  was 
done  he  was  counting  with  himfelfe  how  many  he 
had  dreffed,  and  as  neere  as  he  could  reckon  he, 
had  drefled  about  fortie  five?and  twelve  after  that 
as  he  had  fuppofed,  and  two  or  three  after  he  had 
cut  off  the  womans  legg*  Which  therefore  I 
thought  good  to  infert  that  the  reader  may 
know  upon  what  grounds  he  may  take  this  relati- 
on. 

Some  others  were  dreffed  by  others  in  the  town 
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the  juft  number  of  which  I  have  not  learn t  But 
it  is  generally  conceaved  that  there  were  divers 
did  receive  hurt  which  would  not  differ  it  to  be 
knowen.  Among  thofe  that  were  hurt  there  were 
about  a  dozen  broken  armes,  and  leggs,  and  fome 
two  or  three  diflocations,  as  we  were  likewife  in- 
formed by  the  Surgeon.    Some  of  the  people 
came  out  with  bloody  faces,  neither  could  it  be 
otherwife,  they  having  trod  one  upon  another  in  a 
moft  fad,  and  lamentable  manner.  Certain  it  is 
there  was  much  hurt  done  that  ways  the  children 
that  were  killed^being  ftifled  as  was  fuppofed.The 
man  in  womans  apparrell  lay  panting  for  breath, 
and  had  it  not  been  for  Bremo  his  fellow  Aftor, 
he  had  been  ftifled^  but  Bremo  having  recovered 
himfelfe  a  little,,  bare  up  the  others  head  with  his 
arme3  whereby  he  got  fome  breath,  and  fo  was 
preferved-,  but  both  the  one,  and  the  other  were 
hurts  Bremo  being  fo  forely  bruifed,  as  that  he  was 
fain  to  keep  his  bed  for  two  dayes  after,  and  the 
Lady  had  herbeuty  mard,  her  face  being  fwoln 
by  the  hupt  taken  in  the  fall.    Some  had 
their   mouths  fo  ftufd  with  duft  that  they 
could  hardly  fpeak,  the  people  that  came  from 
the  houfe  made  a  pittifull  moane.  fome  going  in 
the  ftreets5  and  complaining,  here  is  a  Play,  a  fad 
Play  indeed,  others  crying  out  to  them  that  met 
them,  (  as  they  are  wont  that  have  received  fome 
deadly  woundjoh  I  am  kil'd!  Some  cryed  out  that 
their  Armes  were  broken,  others  that  their  Leggs 
were  broken,  fome  curfed  the  Players  that  ever 
they  came  to  Witny ,  and  the  players  *tbem- 
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(elves  wifhed  that  they  had  never  came  thither. 
They  that  received  no  hurt  were  exceedingly  af- 
frighted 5  infomuch  that  one  of  them  that  were 
prefent,  as  I  am  credibly  informed,  did  fay,  that 
he  would  not,for  as  much  as  Witny  was  worth,  be 
in  the  like  affright  again,  though  he  were  fare  he 
(hould  have  no  hurt.  Others  faid  they  would  ne- 
ver goe  to  a  play  more,  and  that  it  was  a  judg- 
ment. Others  have  been  fo  prophane^  as  we  hear, 
to  make  a  laughing-ftock  of  it5and  fome  fo  defpe- 
rate,  as  to  fay,  they  would  go  againe,  if  it  were  to 
morrow  next.*  and  too  many  apt  to  fay  it  was  but 
a  chance,a  misfortune,  the  beame  was  weak,  there 
were  fo  many  load  of  people  there,  and  the  like. 
But  how  fleight  fo  ever  the  matter  was  made  af- 
terwards ,  fare  enough  it  is5  it  was  fad  enough 
then.  It  was  one  of  the  faddeft^and  blackeft  nights 
'that  ever  came  on  Witny.   Sad  it  was  to  fee  P  a- 
rents  carry  home  their  Children  dead  in  their 
armes,  fad  it  was  to  fee  fo  many  bruifed,  hurt,  and 
maimed  ,  and  fome,  as  it  were,  halfe  dead  that 
were  not  able  to  help  themfelves,  but  were  fain  to 
be  carryed  away  by  their  friends,  fome  on  their 
backs,  fome  on  chaires ,  fad  it  was  to  hear  the  pit* 
teous  cryes  of  thofe  that  were  not  there  bemoa- 
•  ning  their  diftrefled  friends.  This  was  the  fad  end 
of  this  ungodly  play.  And  what  was  fpoken  in  jeft 
in  the  beginning  of  it,  by  the  juft  hand  of  God, 
was  made  good  in  earned:.  The  Comedy  being 
turned  into  a  Tragedy,  it  had  a  fad  Catafirophe^ 
ending;  with  the  deaths  of  fome,  and  hurts  of  ma- 
ny. And  as  it  was  faid  before 
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out,  in  the  middrfl ^of  theie  ^  yen. 

tween  and  ^e7he^ expefted  the  great- 

yea,  immediately j  before  they  exP 
Ift  pleafure,  and  contentmen t.  tor  t n 
fift&e  beft  of  the  P^X^s^he  gators 
tle  ^V^TS^ 

S°trUeWaS 

that  ^^t^laSS  a  check 
The  Lord  ^^^ffiSen  what  they 
to  fuch  wanton  fports,  teacmn^ 
mutUookfor,andthathe  will  not  Jjw 

^nCt^^nolceoft^ 
astnisis.  in'11  AJV-/V  r-^^n  in  this  word* 

S»?g.eat,  a,.d  full  recompence  tor  ano- 
ther  day.,  and  place- 
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For  the  math  of  Cod  k  revealed  from  heaven  againfi 
all  ungodlinejje^  and  unrighteoufnefje  of  men ^  who 
hold  the  truth  in  unrighteonfncjje* 

T  may  feeme  ftrange  to  The  Preface* 
fome  of  you  to  heare 
fuch  a  text  read.  What, 
is  love  fo  (bone  turned 
into  wrath?The  laft  time 
I  was  called  to  fpeak 
unto  you  upon  a  Lords 
day5  the  firft  words  of 
the  text  were  Couklovc^  xJoh4.8.p* 
pure  love?goodne0e3  and 
fweetnefle,  all  love  asitwcre^  made  up  of  love. 
Now  the  text  beginnes  with  the  wrath  of  Cod^ 
heavy  wrath^dreadfull^  aftonifhing  wrath;  enough 
to  break  in  pieces  the  hardeft  heart  to  heare  it 
but  fo  much  as  mentioned.  Its  the  wrath  of  God$ 
Its  wrath  from  heaven^  its  revealed  nrath,  'tis  mani- 
fcftcd?and  declared  in  open  fight.  This  is  a  great 
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change  indeed  may  fomc  one  fay  to  pafle  from 
the  fweeteft  Love  to  the  moft  terrible  and  difmall 
wrath.  But  the  Lord  himfelfe  hath  changed  the 
text,  and  it  is  he  that  hath  given  it,  by  that  which 
he  hath  wrought  in  the  midft  of  you,  and  done  in 
the  face  ofthe  whole  Towne.  Can  you  look  back 
upon  that  late  fad  and  aftonilhing  Providence,  of 
which  as  manyasheare,  their  eares  tingle  at  it, 
their  hearts  fhake  and  tremble  at  itrcan  you,  I  fay, 
look  upon  this  ftrange  5k  wonderfull  Providence, 
and  not  fee  this  written  in  Broad  and  Capital! 
letters  ,  and  even  laid  before  you  in  what  is 
come  to  pafTe.  That  the  wrath  of  God  k  revealed 
from  heaven  a  gain  ft  all  ungodlinejfe^andunrighte- 
oufnejje  of  men. 

Be  not  prejudiced,  my  Brethren,  doe  not  mif- 
take  me:I  am  not  come  to  grate  upon  your  foares, 
neither  to  make  wider  your  yet  bleeding  wounds: 
God  forbid  $  no?  I  pitty  and  pray  for  thofe  among 
you,  that -are  yet  weake  andinfirme,  befeeching 
the  Lord  to  heale  them,  and  reftore  them,  that 
they  may  live  to  teftify  their  thankfulnefTe,  and 
Repentance.  My  work  is3  as  a  poor  unworthy 
EmbafTadour,  and  fervat  of  the  Lord,  to  help  you 
to  underftand  what  the  meaning  of  the  Lord  is, 
for  certainly  fo  great  a  thing  could  not  be  in  vaine. 
The  Lords  voice  crieth  unto  the  cttie0  faith  the  Pro- 
phet Micah.6.  95  And  the  man  ofwifdome  Jl) all  fee 
thy  Nazne:6earej/e  the  rod^and  who  hath  anointed  it. 
There  is  a  voice  gone  out  to  you  of  this  place, 
and  it  is  the  Lords  voice,  his  Name  is  written  up- 
on what  was  done  but  the  other  week,  this  name 
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of  his  is  wrirten  with  faire  and  legible  chara&ers, 
that  he  which  runnes  may  read:  this  voice  of  his, 
it  doth  not  whifper,it  doth  not  mutter5no,  it  crtes^ 
it  fpeakes  aloud.,  it  will  be  your  wifdome  to  heare 
this  voice.  Every  rod  hath  a  voice  in  it,  the  mea- 
neft  and  moft  petty  affii&ions  fpeak  fomethjng 
from  God.  Great  and  mighty  ftrokes,  eminent 
and  remarkable  Judgments  from  heaven,  they 
have  a  loud  voice,  and  if  fuch  be  not  heard,  they 
bring  fpeedy  mine. 

Let  not  any  among  you  fay,  the  Preacher  is 
come  to  vent  himfelfe,  and  his  own  Paffions,  and 
we  expefted  fome  thundering  fermon  after  this; 
No.  no,  I  am  not  come  to  that  purpofe,  but  in  all 
humility  and  ferioufneffe  to  befeech  you  to  confi- 
der  what  the  mind  of  the  Lord  is,  and  I  have  beg'd 
from  the  Lord  (  as  well  as  I  could  )  wifedome  and 
dire&ion  to  know  whatlfhould  fpeak  :  be  not 
fuch  enemies  to  your  felves,  and  to  that  good  the 
Lord  intends  you  this  day,  as  to  fay  when  you 
come  home,we  have  heard  a  fermo  of  Judgment, 
and  that  is  all,  we  expefted  fome  fuch  thing.  Do 
not  fo  ill  requite  the  Lord  and  his  word,  but  har- 
ken  to  the  counfels  of  his  word,and  be  obedient 
to  the  fame. 

The  fcope  of  the  Apoftle  in  this  Epiftle,  is  to  fet  the  Cohe» 
downe  the  true  way  of  mens  Juftification,  and  fal-  rsnce. 
vation$  which  he  affirmes  to  be  by  the  pure 
grace  of  God,  and  not  by  the  works  of  men.  This 
way,  or  modell  of  God  in  faving  men^the  materi. 
all  principle  from  whence  both  their  Juftification 
and  Salvation  muft  arife,  viz  imputed  righteouf- 
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nejfe,  he  calls  the  righteonfnefse  of  Go  dm  the  verfe 
before  the  text  ,  which  is  fo  called  \  becaufethe 
righteoufnefle  by  which  men  are  faved  is  a 
righteoufnefle  of  Gods  finding  out,  and  of  his  own 
beftowing,and  not  any  fuch  thing  as  men  have  ei- 
ther framed^  and  devifed  themfelves^or  were  able 
to  work  out  by  any  thing  that  they  could  doe. 
This  righteoufneffe,  he  faies,  is  revealed  in  the 
Gofpell:  it  is  the  Gofpell  that  chalkes  out  this  mo* 
dell:,  and  plat-forme  of  righteoufnefle  and  lifc3and 
by  this  way  muftmenbe  juftified  and  faved3  and 
not  by  their  owne  workesvthis  is  the  maine  propo- 
fition  which  he  layes  down  in  the  1 7  verfe.  In  the 
text  we  have  the  firft  proofs  or  argument  to  make 
that  affertion  good38c  the  argument  ftands  thus. 

The  workes  of  all  men  in  the  world,  whether 
Jewes  or  Gentiles^ever  fince  the  fall  of  Adam,they 
are  wicked,  ungodly,  unrighteous  workes^  there- 
fore they  cannot  be  faved  by  them:  the  argument 
is  very  cleare,  and  ftrong  here.  All  men  deferve 
wrath,  the  utmoft  wrath,  difpleafure,  and  venge- 
ance of  God  by  their  owne  workes,therefore  they 
cannot  deferve  his  love,  favour,or  good  will.*  they 
are  fo  far  from  deferving  his  love,  that  they  de- 
ferve the  quite  contrary.  This  is  the  coherence. 
For  explication  of  the  words, 
The  7v  rath  of  Godlfiy  wrath,  we  are  to  under- 
Tl  ftand  wrath  in  the  Root,  and  in  the  Fruit,  in  the 

in^C  ^P^g  caufc,  and  in  the  effect.  God  is  highly  difpleafed 
Texc.       wkh  men  by  reafon  of  fin,  he  loathes  their  wayes 
and  abhorres  their  prafti{es,he  beares  a  bitter,  and 
a  deadly  hatred -againft  all  the  wickedneffe  which 

men 
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men  commits  and  he  hath  an  inward  quarrell,f  if 
we  may  fo  fpeakj  a  fecret  grudge  in  his  heart  a~ 
gainft  men  themfelves  for  the  fame;  this  is  wrath 
in  the  root,  or  caufc.  And  then  againe  he  inflicts 
plagues  and  punifhments,  the  moft  dreadfull  cur- 
ies, and  fearfull  judgments  on  men  by  reafon  of 
fin}  all  which  are  vifible  and  fignall  tokens  of  his 
difpleafute,  and  manifeft  proofs,  that  he  cannot 
endure  them,  nor  any  of  their  wayes:  this  is  wrath 
in  the  fruit,  or  eflfeft. 

Is  revealed from heave/;. 
There  may  be  a  twofold  fenfc  of  this.  a.\^ 

n    The  fenfe  may  be,it  is  revealed  clearly  and « calo.  1 
manifeftly,  as  much  as  if  it  were  by  a  voice  from  ^g^^/p^ 
heaven.  The  Lord  God  Almighty,  the  blelled  and 
moft  holy  God,  he  proclaimes  it  from  hcaven,and  us  circ  <iuam 
cries  aloud  in  the  cares  ofall  the  world,  that  he  isin^an"  po- 
deeply  offended  with  all  tlieungodHne(ieDand  un-fir,D3miniiiii 
righteoufnefle  which  men  comit,that  he  will  cci-^*1®  fS  °m" 
tainly  cail  them  to  an  account,  and  punilh  them  Jos  homines 
for  it.  In  Vfalm:  14:  2.  it  is  faid£3rA«  £ard:loake4^ZnxA' 
from  HEAVEN  npm  the  children  of  «*w3  to  fee 
if  there-were  any  that  did  uvdcrSt  Midland  fee l{  Cod; 
now  here  it  is  faid,  his  wrath  is  revealed//^///  hea* 
tien.  God  is  no  idle  fpcclator,  he  doth  not  care- 
lefsly  behold  the  aftions  of  men,  as  iffo  be  they 
might  doe  what  they  lifted,  and  he  not  difecrne, 
or  not  be  mov  ed  at  it :    no,  he  looks  down  from 
heaven  upon  the  child)  en  of  men.  Jehovah  from  the 
heavens  looked  down  upon  the  fons  of  4d4M*> 
fo  one  reads  it:  He  looks  with  a  watchfull  obfer- 
vant  eyei-iiis  eye  is  intent  andfixt  upon  all  the  fons- 
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of  Adamsxyovi  the  whole  raceof  mankincLand  for 
what  is  all  this  curious  fearch  made     it  is  to  fee 
if  there  were  any  that  did  under  Hand  and  feek^God: 
But  was  he  well  pleafed  when  he  found  it  other- 
wife?  no  furely,  finding  all  to  be  corrupt,  that  they 
were  all  gone  afide$x\t  they  were  all  together  becde 
filthy  ,that  there  was  none  that  did  good  no  not  oney 
that  they  were  workers  of  iniquity. v.  i .  34-he  gives 
out  the  fentence,he  pronouceth  it  from  heaven^  ie 
proclaimes  it  in  the  eares  of  all  the  world,  that  he 
is  highly  offended,  and  his  wrath  is  gene  out  a- 
gainft  men  by  reafon  of  thefe  things.  Pfalm:  4.  2. 
0 ye  fons  of  men  how  long   will  ye  love  vanity^ 
and  feek^  after   leafing?  how  long  will  ye  run 
mad  on  fin,  and  be  fo  defperately  adventerous  in 
the  waies  in  which  you  walk  ?  But  know  that  the 
Lord  hath  fet  apart  him  that  k  godly  for  him felfe. 
verfe  3:  Take  it  for  granted,  that  JEHOVAH, 
that  is^the  HigheftLord,the  Majefty  of  heaven  and 
earth}  he  is  provoked,  and  incenfed  by  all  thefe 
waies,and  it  is  the  godly  man  that  he  lookes  after: 
know  ye,  Jehovah  hath  marvelouCy  feperated  a 
gratious  faint  to  him}  fo  Ainfworth.  It  is  the  pious, 
devout,  holy  foul   that  Jehovah  regards,  and  he 
hatb    marveloufly  feperated  him,  orfeleftedin 
b  feregavit  wondrous  fort ,  b  he  hath  put  him  in  another 
Gsecufir,  8c  rank0  fet  a  mark  of  excellency  upon  him,he  hath 
Lacinum,  mi-  fet  him  in  oppofition  to  the  wicked  ungodly  men, 
vfrbum  qnon  and  ^uch  as  love  vanity,  whome  he  hath  fet  on 
eft  atienuma  another  file,  whofe  names  are  written  in  his  black 

biTopiiio -  book>  and  hath  marked  them  out  as  the  objefts 
nead  regiam  of  his  wrath,  this  is  illuftrated  Pfal.  1 t,  4;  5:  ver. 
dignitatem  c.  The 
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The  Lord  k  in  his  holy  temple0The  Lords  throne  is  vect0  asjmr> 
in  heaven:  his  eyes  behold^  his  eye4ids  tries  the  maqtjcV,  dim 
children  of  men.  verba  ,  qu* 

The  Lord  trieth  the  righteous:  but  the  wicked,  and  ^abi^Ze 
him  that  loveth  violence  his  foul  hateth  Hebraice  fig- 

Another  jenfe  may  be  ,  the  wrath  of  God  is  re-  ^^'^"^ 
vealedfrom  heaven^  that  is,  it  is  manifefted  by  evi-  fdarco  " fuas 
dent,  cleare,  remarkable  plagues^and  Judgments  fignificatioes 
from  heaven.  God  hath  difcovered  to  all  the  world,  f^re  p™- 
that  he  is  an  utter  enemy  to  all  the  (in ,  wicked-  fmtexregu- 
neiTe,  and  ungodlineiTe  of  men,  becaufe  he  hath  ^^"^u^" 
punimed  in  all  generations  wicked?  and  ungodly  Hcbraic^iin- 
men  with  moft  fearfull  plagues  and  judgments^  8^- Muis  in 
he  hath  fhewen  fignes.  and  tokens  from  heaven^  fo  °c* 
that  all  men^ave  feene  his  hand.  A  learned  ex-  Pareus. 
pofitor  underftands  thisphrafe  fiom  ^w?a5 
that  which  is  oppofed  to  the  opinion  ofprophane 
men,  who  afcribe  the  punifhments  that  are  ever 
now  and  then  lighting  upon  men,  to  chance,  or 
fecond  caufes,  the  pofition  of  the  ftarres,  the  ma- 
lignity of  the  elements,  the  mutability  of  the  mat- 
ter: whereas  the  Apoftle  fhewes  clearly  that  this 
wrath  defceds  from  heaven^and  is  even  the fcourge 
and  whip  of  God?  whereby  he  revengeth  the  impi- 
ety and  in  juftice  of  the  world. 

Againft  all  nngodlinejfe^   and  itnrighteoufneffzof 
?>ien:  by  ungodlmeJft\  we  are  to  underftand  (Times 
againft  thefirft   Table  3  all  contempt  of  God, 
of  religion,  of  the  worfhip  of  God,  of  the  waies 
and  ordinances  of  God,  the  wrong  and  injury  that  ^  >Aa{iHet 
is  done  to  God  himfelf  more  immediately,  or  to  jAyj*^ 
any  part  of  his  worfhip,  d  n^yi 
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By  unr/ghteoufncjfc   is  rnean't  finsagainft  the 
fecotad  Table,  all  oppreffion3  injuftice?  riot,  ex- 
$  A-  ceflc^  and  the  like. 
v^w*  po-     Againfl:  all  ungodlineffe,  and  unrighteoufneflTe 
T  S-\™Ty  becaufe  there  are  feverall  fins  comprehended  un- 
^  fiypa.   der  either  head 

Here  alfo  ungodlincffe  and   unrighteoufnejfe  is 
for  perfons  committing  fuchthings,the  Abftraft 
%T>kt]*idur  »ufc-  being  put  for  the  Concrete.  Who  hold  the  truth  €?  c. 
xU  «Gr.  -      This  is    added  as  an.  aggravation  of  the  finne 
^cho  l.m  Ro  0f  men:j  that  men  fin  againfl:  light  and  knowledge* 
and  therefore  doe  more  abundantly  defervethat 
wrath  which  is  reveal'd  from  heaven  againfl  them. 
The  doftrine  arifing  hence  is  this. 
Dcftrine       7 he  Blejfcd^  and  mo f  holy  God  hath  all  along  wo- 
mfefted^  and  declared  hit  utter  hatred^abhorrence^and 
delegation  of  all  ungodly^  and  unrighteous  perfons.j 
and  of  all  theungodlinejse  and  unrighteou^nefse  which 
they  commit: and  at  fundry  times  hath  confirm' d^  and 
made  good  that  dijftleafure  of  his  by  fearful! ^and  ter- 
rible 'judgments  injiiSed  on  men  in  this  world. 

Or  more  briefly  that  you  may  all  remember  it. 
God  k  certainly  angry  with Jin0  and finners^  and  doth 
oftentimes  in  this  world  pew  his  dijpleafure  againji 
them  by  remarkable  Judgments. 

In  the  profecution  of  this  we  muft  fhew 
I.  what  this  hatred^  or  wrath  of  God  meaneth* 
i:  Prove  in  a  fcripture  or  two,th*it  this  wrath 
of  God  fo  opened  *  and  unfolded  hath  been  mani- 
fefted  to  have  been  in  God. 

3.  how,  -  or  by -what  wayes,  and  meanes  it  hath 
been  manifefted. 

4.  Give  proof,  that  it  hath  been  confirm  cl  by 

Judgments 
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Judgments  inflidred  on  men  from  time  to  time* 

5.  Why  God  takes  this  courfetomanifefthis 
wrath  by  plagues,  and  judgments  in  this  world. 

i.  What  is  this  wrath  of  God 

It  implyeth  two  things:the  HolineiTe  of  his  will: 
the  Jufticeofhis  will. 

I .    The  Holineffe  of  hk  will ;  the  will  of  God  is 
abfolutely,  univerfally  fet  againft  all  fin,  he  diflikes 
it,  he  abhorres  it,  he  hates  it  to  the  very  death,  it  is 
that  which  goes  againft  him,  he  cannot  endure  ita 
neither  will  he,itftrikes  at  his  own  bleffednefli5& 
therefore  he  mult  needs  hate  it.  fHei.  1.  9.  ihoit  f  omne  im« 
haji  loved  right eoufnejfe^  a??d  hated  7>/;^«//^.That,  pedicnsabe- 
whichamanhateth3hewiflheththedeath  of.  God  adc^«  '"odiri 
hath  taken  up  an  irreconcileable:  and  eternall  ha-  Aquin. 
tred  againft  fin,  it  never  ftood  with  his  holinefle  to  g  <H 
like  it,  neither  ever  will  it.  Nay;  he  is  fo  holy  he  c?s£/<  T/- 
cannot  but  hate  it.  The  wrath  of  God  therefore  f^eUa  cfW 
is  the  difpleafure,  which  he  hath  conceived  in  his  p**fH*hU» 
heart  againft  fin,  the  fecret  grudge,  and  quarrell  oA/7^^' 
which  he  beares  to  every  man  that  is  a  (inner ,  and  »-,  Sohparvi- 
cannot  but  beare  to  him  confidered  as  fuc h,and  re-  penfio  caufae 
maining  in  that  eftate.g  Wrath.as  the  Philofophers  l^ol'£m 
define  it,  is  a  defire  of  revenge  for  fome  feeming  iram  eft  ali- 
fleight,  or  difrefpccT:  fhewen  to  a  man. As  a  Prince  s.u,d-fot>  ra- 
when  he  is  difgraced,reviled,reproched  or  any  way  )u^-u  Aqoin. 
ftruck  at  by  one  of  his  fub  jecls.h  he  is  prefently  in-  '  Ira  eft  £4- 
fiamed.h  is  blood  isup,'  Sc  he  refolvesto  right  him-  *n  <&*ngf- 
felfe-,  and  to  revenge  the  quarrell  of  his  honour  on  "t^©" 
fuch  a  man.  But  God  hath  no  fuch  paffions;only  fo  f^f^f' 
far  we  may  fav.the  blefled  God  looks  upon  fin  as  a  Eujhath^n- 
flight,as  a  difreipecr  fliewen  unto  him.he  looks  upo  ferent.Grot, 
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fO?y»  far  ami  (jnaers  as  contemning  his  holy  majefty  ,  as 
vm'top*,     fcom\nv  him,  and  fetting  him  at  nought,  and  this 
f  HOTt^  f  ^-  he  hates,  ana  cannot  but  hate. 
x*vt*  n  JV*      2.  The  k  wrath  of  God  implyes  the  jujlice  of  his 
*«x*y«i  ^        the  will  of  God  hates  fin,  and  it  is  refolved  to 
to  zs&mw  punifh  fin,  the  will  of  God  is  carried  with  utter  diC- 
Phavor.      like  of  fin,  and  it  will  be  reveng'd  for  fin3it  will  in- 
pwu  genera-  ^  puniftiment  for  fin.  Wrath  in  our  fenfe  is  a  de- 
li figniftcatu  fire  of  revenge,  when  there  is  fome  evill  infli&ed 
malum  paflir  proportionable  to  the  wrong  a  man  fuffers,  and 
Miglcur  ob  this  is  properly  called  puniftiment.*  Now  there  are 
malum  ac-  no  paffions  in  God,as  was  faid  before,  but  thus  we 
2ttj  ae-jurc^ :  muft  conceive  it^  God  refolves  to  lay  a  meet  re- 
belli&pacis.  compence,  a  juft  reward;  upon  men  for  fins  fin  in 
its  own  nature,  deferves  the  heavieft  curies,  and 
AiKvluu*    therefore  thefe  are  meafured  out  by  the  juft,  and 
0s«.  jus    Upright  will  of  God,  as  the  fitteft  recompence 
k  Ad  jusau-  thereunto; 

tem  pertinct  This  is  the  judgment  of  God yt  hat  they  which  com- 
TwjArifto-  mtt  fnch  thing?  are  k  worthy  of  death.  Rom.  i.  32. 
teles  ci%ictv  God  will  render  to  every  man  according  to  hk  worker. 
id  eft  d\g- chap,  2.6*  This  is  another  thing  that  muft  be  un- 
S?ch^  of  God,  the  diftributive 

Epiiefius  id  juftice  of  God  whereby  he  lay's  aftuall  plagues,and 
quod  fccun- pUni[hments  on  men  according  to  their  deferts. 
quale  Xitur  Pfalm.  2.  5.  Then  foall  he  (peak^  unto  unto  them  in 
inrerpreta-^  vprath^  and  vex  them  in  his  fore  dijpleafure. 
tur  W  ^Here  is  wrath,and  the  fruit  of  wrath  5  the  Lord  is 
*f/*<o?  ™  angry,  and  he  makes  it  known  that  he  is  fo}  his  an- 
conwnit.U°  ger  is  a  vexihg,troubling  anger,  it  leaves  not  men 
Grotius  de   at  eafe  in  their  finnes,but  it  quickly  dtfquiets. 

jure  belli  &  fa 

pac,s'  The 


2.  The  Second  particular  for  the  profecuting  of 
the  dcftrine,  was  to  inftance  in  a  Scripture  or  two, 
whereby  it  apeares  that  there  is  fuch  anger  in  God 
towards  fin,  and  finners^and  to  proove  that  there 
is  fuch  wrath  indeed,  which  hath  been  manifefted 
as  hanging  over  men  by  reafon  of  fin.  One  or  two 
places  will  be  enough  for  this.  Ezra. 8 .22.  The  hand 
of  our  Codis  upon  all  them  for  good  that feel^him,  but 
his  power,  and  his  wrath  is  again  fi  all  them  that  for- 
fake  him.  Nahum.  1.2.         God  is  jealous,  and  the 
Lord  revengeth  }  the  Lord  revengeth,  and  is  furious^ 
the  Lord  will  take  vengeance  on  his  adversaries,  and 
he  refervetk  wrath  for  his  enemies.  The  Prophet  is 
here  defcribing  the  nature  of  God,and  he  beginnes 
with  jealoufy.  1  Aquinas. 

1  Jealoufy  is  an  afFeftion  proceeding  fro  ftrength,  1  ma:  2d*, 
and  intenfnes  of  love,  and  that  which  ftirres  it  up  2*' 
is  fomewhat  that  would  rob  a  man  of  the  quiet5and 
fole  enjoyment  of  what  he  defires.  God  loves 
himfelfe  and  his  own  glory  above  all,  and  good 
reafon  for  it  ■>   he  being  thehigheft  and  moft  fu-  m  Cum  ve- 
preme  good.Sin  in  its  proper  nature,  and  intend-  T°u*lt  fe°mi~ 
on  goes  about  to  rob  him  of  what  is  neareft  to  him  eft  in  Heb.- 
and  therefore  no  wonder  if  he  be  jealous.  This  ™^n"c  in~ 
jealoufy  of  his  is  manifefted  in  the  next  wordes,  uem  v8erumf& 
The  Lord  revengeth,  the  Lord  revengeth,  the  Lord  ta-  omnipotence 
keth  vengeance,   m  The  name  of  Jehovah  is  thrice  tum,^ui  null 
repeated  in  this  one  verfe,this  he  doth  to  (hew  that  Iros'potenfii 
it  is  the  true5and  living  God,he  that  is  omnipotent,  FohiJ*rM«c 
whofe  power  and  wrath  none  can  refift,  that  was  rtTt.CRibe«" 
fallen  out  with  them  ,  and  become  their  enemie. 
And 11  the  name  of  vengeance  is  as  ofte  attributed  n,  Ter  auJFm 
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quod  a(fcvc-r'to  him?the  LorA  revengeth,revengeth,will take ven- 
racioncm      geance ,which  fhewes  the  terribleneffe  of  his  wrath, 

ber^imxi^  anc*  t'ie  certa*nty  °f &  There  are  alfo  two  other 
mimq/indi- expreffions  that  fet  forth  the  greatnefle,  and  cer- 
w&cereiflfi-  tainty  of  his  wrath,  he  k  furious,  or  as  the  Margin 
nem:e"enhn  hath  lt  fhat  hath  fa ry , which  bed  fuits  with  the  Ori- 
Ternarm     ginall  which  hath  it0°  the  Lord  of  Anger,tha£  is,  one 
vim "ubet  ad  t'iat  *s  armea  with  wrath,  and  indignation  againft 
ampliftcan-  his  enemies,  &  fhewes  himfelf  to  be  angry  by  infli- 
Ribera       &ing  grievous  punifhments  on  the.  p  Calvin  there- 
oDominum  fore  underftands  the  Hebrew  word  fignifying  fury. 
irsvocat,  ira  or  anger,  not  of  anger  or  wrath  fimply,but  of  the 
one^xd?""  effeft  of  anger  :  and  whereas  'tis  faid  that  he  is  the 
tumq.d.non-  Lordof  anger,  or  he  poffejf'eth  anger,it  imports,  that 
tendh  f^effe  ^e  *s  arme(^  Wlt^  revenge,  and  that  he  holds  anger 
iratum,  quS  in  his  hand,  which  in  due  time  he  powreth  on  the 
infligk  gra-  heads  of  his  enimies.P  This  is  intimated  in  the  other 
VaStabTnaS'    expreffion,  he  referveth  wrath  for  his  enemies.  The 
p  Ego  nan  word  wrath  is  not  againe  repeated  in  the  original!, , 
non  simpli  •  but  is  taken  from  that  which  went  before  to  make 
£rorirfCi  fed  the  fenfe  compleat.He  js  the  Lord  of  wrath,  he 
pro  efetfu  hath  plagues  &  punifhmets  enough  at  his  c5mand: 

'caiv  in  loc  thefehe  referves  &  keepes  by  him  for  a  fit  time,8c 
a  v^ 1    ,"  then,be  fure,  he  will  execute  them  to  the  utmoft- 

^  J1"'        3?       third  Parti ctdar.Ry what  wayes,and  meanes 
e y7t  >    *~  hath  this  wrath  of  God  been  manifefted  to  men*? 

j%w    inr     An\iv*  Thele  two  waies. 

xiSto  i .  By  naturall  light.  2.  By  the  light  of  the  word. 

Pyth.aur.car.     Tm    By  the  light  of  nature,  or  of  confcience. 

At^^fi  *-  There  is  fuch  a  power  left  in  all  mens  hearts,f  which 

^?rrrXr  *s  ca^e<^  confcience  )  that  upon  ^  fin  commited,or 

IDwTf'r  gooc^  omitted  fummons  men  to  the  tribunall 

o  £ict  tk  mt-tiQlw  cT^AsJ  >i  TV  (J.ri  JW  frvinotyTtt)  cos  ewrtis  K&rut  Kifyas • 
Sic. Hier odes  in  verfum.  q£ 
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of  the    fupreme  Majefty,  telling  them  5  that  r  A/Wwer 
they  owe  punifhment  to  that  foveraigne  juftice  for  vvuhHvigx 
thecommiffion  of  the  one,and  the  omiffion  of  the  idem 
other.    The  Gentiles, who  had  nothing  but  the  r'^ypWit 
light  ofnature,had  this  court  of r  judicature  erec-  vid.  Bv^.  in 
ted  in  them,  Rom.  r.  laU. Who  knowing  the iptdg-kxtum* 
tntnt  of  Cod  that  they  which  commit fuch  things  are-****7109 
worthy  of  Death  &c.  This  was  a  principle  rivetted3^' 
and  feated  in  all  their  hearts  5  this  they  knew  fall  ^^J^ 
well,  they  f  acknowlegd  it  as  true,  (  though  they£57„ 
were  ignorant  of,  and  denied  many  other  truths}  I^kuo^ 
that  they  which  committed  fuch,  and  fuch  finnes  U 
were  worthy  of  Gods  wrath:  for  that  is  meant  by  °?*  n*A^ 
Death,  that  bearing  the  name  of  death  here,which  0< 
is  called  wrath  in  the  18.  verfe.    Hence  it  was  ^  J^^V ^ 
that  many  of  theHeathens  fpake  of  a  c  golden  eve,  .A!7rl*  ,  0  £ 
a  revengerull  eye  ,  an  eye  or  jultice  that  law  all,  ^  ^  5  ^1 
and  would  be  revenged  for  all  the  wickedne He,  Kcu^ 
that  men  committed.  y0*)  &$x^ 

This  is  farther  fet  forth  in  that  famous  text^Rom  7$  ^  fdaa 
2.  1 5.  where  the  apoftle  fpeaking  of  the  Gentiles,  ™\AtIw  f- 
fayes,  their  confcience    alfo  bearing  witnejje,   and  Wv  ™ 
their  thoughts  the   meane  while  accnjingjr  els  ex-  ^  \ 
cujingone.  another  .When  they  had  find  their  con-  ^/^^o- 
fciences  accufed  them,  and  told  them,  this  they  pMo^vQ-. 
ought  not  to  have  done,and  there  was  one  that  ™  <r  lmJ 
faw  and  would  take  vengeance  for  this:  the*  mea-  Jl™  Cra- 
ning is  not  (fo  much  as  the  letter  ofthe  word  ^^o^vcov 
feems  to  import)  as  if  fo  be  the  thoughts  them-  7lPa?°* 
felves  did  grate  one  upon  another,one  thought  al-p^  ^dv'coi 

t  Neq-,  enim  fenfus  efle  videtur,  cogiraciones  fe  muruo,  i.e.  aliam  aliam  accufane,  ant 
excufaffe,  fed  inter  fe,&  quafi  alrernatim,ac  per  vices  eum  in  quo  reperiebantur  prouc 
*aempe  unus  iderr.q;  nunc  6ene,nunc  maieageret  operaqj  virtutum  ac  vinorum  vices 
quafdam  inter  feobtinerent,fimilitercogitationes  inter  fe  vices  nunc  excufandi  nunc 
accufandi  habu  iffe.  Ladov,  dc  Diet*, 
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lowing  it  felf  when  it  was  good,  and  condemning 
it  felf  when  it  was  evilbbut  the  plainer  fenfe  feems 
to  be^that  they  had  accufing  thoughts  when  they 
did  evillj  and  excufing  thoughts  when  they  did 
welH  the  man^ox  per/on  acquitting,  or  accufing 
himfelfe  in  his  own  thoughts  according  to  the  dif- 
ference of  his  a&ions,  his  own  thoughts  (  which  is 
no  more  then  the  exercife  of  confcience  )  juftify- 
ing  him  when  he  did  well  3  and  condemning  him 
when  he  did  otherwife. 

Moft  men,  if  not  all,  efpecially  when  they  fall 
$  into  fome  grofle  fin,  they  have  this  warnings  or  re- 
%^&tMt~  tnemb ranee  from  Confcience  3  thou  haft  finned, 
*nw  th  <Ai-  ^t)u  wilt  be  damned  for  this  another  day.Now 
^IJ^rGodby  this  meanes  difcovers  his  hatred  againft 
aW?  '-and  his  wrath  hanging  over  the  finner.  Con- 

ey ^y^gs-fcience  is  Gods  officer,  it  is  his  Herald  to  proclaime 
M  tv  j$  his  w7rath  to  men.  If  one  Prince  fend  his  Herald 
eriweifos  ly- at  armes  to  another  Prince,  or  a  Generall  of  an 
Keiptvov  y  Army  fends  his  challenge  by  drum  or  trumpet, 
X>v  *S  ^  there  is  then  open  warre3and  all  men  know  it,  God 
I^^^  hath  fet  up  this  light  in  men  by  which  he  pro- 
K&yQr  m  c^a^mes  open  warre  to  them  in  cafe  they  fin  againft 
■ft*$poC£.  him.  Wouldeft  thou  know  whether  God  be  angry 
Pluc.de his  yea  or  no  /look  within,  doeft  thou  feel  no  gripes, 
qm  fcro  a  nuyor  prickings  there;?  doth  not  thy  heart  fecretly 
mme  pumun  ^       ancj      after        a  fyg  Qjj  j^iferable  man 

what  have  I  done!  certainly  Ihave  brought  my 
*  'h  £  it*-  y      un^er  {fa  difpleafure  of  the  Almighty.  If  thy 

confcience  be  not  ftupid5  or  feared  there  are  fuch 
^^f^.fecret  remembrances  asthefe  are:  z  And  this  is 
W  fit  J dfi/.one  way  by  which  God  inftruds  the  fons  of  men, 
MpdTwv  1-  what 
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what  the  nature  of  fin  is,  and  what  they  muft  ex-  ^v  ^  ^ 
pe&,  if  fo  be  they  venture  on  it, 

2.    The  fecond  way  whereby  the  wrath  of  God  £ 
is  manifefted  is,the  light  of  the  word.  Now  this  is^V  »<r**f 
twofold,  tj^wIO- 

1.  The  light  of  the  Law. 

2.  The  light  of  the  Gofpell.  ~£ 

1 .  It  is  manifefted  by  the  light  of  the  Law,  the  ^J^,  ^ 
Law  threatning  nothing  but  death,  curfes,plagues, 

and    vengeance  to  all  fin,  and  ungodlineffe  titu<  Idem, 
whatfoever:  G?//.  2.  17.  In  the  day  that  thou  eatejl  yO  & 
thereof  thou  fialt  furelydye.  Cur  fed  ts  every  one  that  m$*v  ho->«r- 
continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  pi*  j"*™ 
bookofthe  Law  to  doe  them, Gal  ^.io.wouldft  thou  T** 
know  whether  the  wrath  of  God  hangs  over  men 
by  reafon  of  fin,  doe  but  read  the  28.  Chap,  of  Deu.  #jer^/ 
teron.  There  you  fhall  find  curfe  upon  curfe.  In  *t£™  &t- 
the  1 5.  verfe.  it  is  faid  all  the fe  curfes  feall  come  up-  Tfo^ov  r.jJuvo 
on  thee^nd  overtake  thee.  Curfed  fealt  thou  be  in^sWimoi 
the  city ^and  curfed  in  the  fieldy  curfed  feall  be  thy  7*™v 
basket  ,  and  curfe  din  thy  ftore v..  20:  The  Lord^fv  y^fm  j 
fhall  fend  upon  thee  curfing^vexation^dh  rebuke  in  M&j?**** 
that  thou  fettefi  thine  hand  unto  for  to  doe^  untillthou Aaem* 
be  dejiroyed.and  untill  thou  pert  fe  quickly^  becaufe  of 
the  wickcdneffe  of  thy  doings \whereby  thou  haSi  for— 
faken  me.The  Law  threatneth  nothing  but  wrath: 
it  workzth  wrath.  Horn.  4.  1 5.  It  caufes  a  fenfe  of 
wrath,  by  threatning  wrath  to  all  the  tranfgreflbrs 
of  it. 

2.  Is  it  otherwife  in  the  gofpell?  no :  the  gofpel, 
that  reveals  wrath  too.The  wrath  of  God  //  revea 
led  from  heaven.  As  much  as  if  the  Apoftle  fhould 


fay:  we  the  Apoftles  and  EmbafTadours  of  God  do 
bring  this  meffage  from  heaven,  and  publifh  it  in 
our  gofpell  to  the  world;  that  the  wrath  of  God  is 
due  to  men  by  reafon  of  fin  :  all  men  by  nature 
are  under  wrath  already^they  are  children  of  wrath 
Eph.  2.  and  there  is  a  day  which  is  comming,  when 
this  wrath  (hall  come  upon  them  to  the  utmoft5  if 
they  doe    not  believe,and  repent. 

Obj.    Yea  ,  but  the  gofpell  reveales  Chrift/al- 
va  t  ion,  pa  rdon  of fin  } 

An.    True  ,  this  is  thefirft  intention  of  the 
gofpell,  and  the  firft  offer  which  it  makes:  but  if 
Heb,2. 3.     men  neghtt  fo  great falvation^  if  they  will  not  ftoop 
to  gofpell  tearms ,  and  fubmit  to  what  it  corn- 
Mark  1. 14.  ,  mands,  if  they  will  not  repent^  and  believe  ,  then 
there  is  fo  much  the  more  wrath,  and  the  heavy er 
*  *"  vengeance  Heb.  10.  28.  29.  Hethat  defptfed  Mofes 
Law^died  without  mercy0under  two  or  three  witneffes* 
Of  how  much  forer  puwjtoment^fuppofe  ye,  flail  he  be 
thought  worthy  ^who  hath  troden  under  foot  the  fonne 
■  of  God. 

Befides ,  the  gofpell  teacheth,  that  God  will 
judge  the  fecrets  of  mens  hearts.  Rom,  2.  16.  In 
the  day  when  God  foall  judge  the  hearts  of  men  hy 
Jefuf  Chrifl^  according  to  my  Gojpell.  Thy  fecret 
pride,  covetoufneffe  5  ambition.,  thy  fecret  thefts5 
adulteries,  thy  fecret  feorning  of  the  word  and  or- 
dinances^thefe  muft  be  all  judged5the  Gofpell  that 
hath  faid  fo  much  in  effeft.  It  is  according  to  the 
Doftrine  of  the  gofpell,  that  there  muft  a  generall 
judgment  paffe  on  all  a  mans  finnes,  and  there- 
fore on  the  fecrets  of  their  hearts^  his  inward,and 
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moft  fecret  fins.  It  is according  to  my  gojpell^  faith 
the  Apoftle,  that  men  muft  be  judged:why,  where 
had  Paul  faid  fo>  In  that  famous  fermon  of  his.* 
ABs\  17.  30.31.  And  the  times  of  this  ignorance  God 
winked  at0  but  now  commandeth  all  men  every  where 
to  repent: becaufe  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which 
he  will  judge  the  world  in  right eoufnejje  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained^  whereof  he  hath  given  afiu- 
rance  unto  allmen^in  that  he  hath  raifed  him  fro  the 
Dead.  Or  elfe  he  faies  according  to  his  gojpell,  be- 
caufe this  was  the  tenor  of  the  gofpell,  a  part  and 
portion  of  the  gofpell  5  one  of  the  moft  ordinary 
and  ufuall  Do&rines  therein  revealed  ,  he,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Apoftles  going  up  and  down  ,  and 
preaching  the  day  of  judgment  unto  men,  bring- 
ing that  as  a  maine  argument  why  they  fhould  re- 
pent,and  believe}  becaufe  that  there  was  a  day  a 
comming,  when  they  muft  be  called  to  a  reckon- 
ing for  all  their  finnes.    So  likewife  it  is  the  gof- 
pell that  faies  2.  ihef.  1.  7.  8.9.  The  Lord  Jefuf 
JJoall  be  revealed  from  heaven^with  his  mighty  Angels^ 
in  flaming  fir e0t ageing  vengeance  on  them  that  know 
not  Cod)  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpell  of  our  Lordje- 
fus  Chriff,  rv  ho  Jloall  bepunifhedwith  everlafiing  def* 
trull  ion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  ,  and  from  the 
glory  of  his  power. 

4.  The  fourth  thing  for  the  profecution  of  the  4.  Part* 
DoftrinewaS}  to  make  proof  that  this  wrath  of 
God  towards  fin,and  finnershath  been  confirmed, 
and  made  good  by  fundry  judgments  infli&ed  up<- 
on  finners  from  time  to  time.  Now  here  we  need 
not  ftand  long,    the  whole  Eook  of  God  is  full  of 
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cleare,  and  pregnant  examplesto  this  purp.ofe.You 
all  know  the  ftory  of  the  old  world:  it  is  faid  ex- 
prefsly,  God  brought-/^  the  flood  upon  the  -world 
of  the  ungodly.  2.Peter.  2.  5.  You  have  all  read,  or 
heard  the  judgment  that  befell  Sodom0  and  Gomor- 
rah: It  is  recorded  with  a  fpeciall  note.  Gen.  19 
24.  Then  the  Lord  rained  upon  Sodom  ^and  Gomorrah 
br/mftone0and fire  from  the  Lord  out  of  heaven.  The 
name  of  the  Lord  is  ufed  twice  here,  to  fhew,that 
it  was  a  fpeciall  hand  from  heaven  that  brought 
eHebraifmus        The  ^orc*  ^d  this  by  himfelfe,  as  it  were/  it 
eft,pluit  Do-  was  not  a  chance,  or  accident,  (  as  fome  call  the 
minoSdeDae~  moft  fearfull  judgments  that  ever  have  been  ex- 
To™ro.  Do-  ecuted)  it  was  not  the  ill  Crafis,  and  difpofition  of 
minus  pluic  fecond  caufes,  no,  it  was  an  immediate  hand  from 
vmb.  CCel°'  heaven,  it  was  Jehovah  that  did  it. 
f  Exod.  14.     We  might  inftance  in  the  examples  of  f  Pharaoh 
and  his  Hoft,  which  were  drowned  in  the  red  (ea 
hifei37*  1 5*  in- the  examples  of  g  ZC^r^  ,  Dathan  5  Abiram  0  of 
h  Senachtrib  ,  and  diverfe  others. 

From  the  old  Teftament  we  might  paffe  to  the 
New,and  fpeak  of  the  ends  of  Judas$  Ananias^  and 
Sapphira^  Herod.  Thefe  things  you  all  know,  much 
alio  might  be  fetched  from  Hiftories  facred,8c  pro* 
phane  to  co  nfirme  this.  Ecclefiafticall  Hiftories 
are  full  of  examples  in  this  kind.  M.  Fox  in  his 
Book  of  Martyrs  hath  a  fpeciall  traft  to  (hew  the 
fearfull  ends  of  feverall  of  the  moft  Eminent  per- 
fecutors  of  the  Church,  and  people  of  God. 
5  Panic.  5»  The  Laft  thing  for  the  clearing  of  the  Doc- 
trine is  to  (hew  the  grounds,  and  reafons  of  this., 
why  God   takes  this  courfe    many  times  in 

this 
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this  world  to  inflift  upon  notorious  finners  fome 
remarkable  judgments:might  it  not  be  thought 
fufficient,  that  there  are  eternal]  puniftiments  re- 
ferved  for  them?The  reafons  therefore  why  God 
doth  this  arethefe.  R 

i.    He  doth  it  to  put  a  flop  to  the  Athelfme tleaIon  *• 
that  is  in  the  world.  Thefoole  hath  faid  in  his  heart 
thereis  no  God.  f/i/.i4.i.The  Atheift  fayes,we  may 
doe  as  we  lift,  the  Lord  fees  not,neither  doth  he 
confiden  good,and  evill  are  all  one  to  him,  and  he 
regards  it  not :  or  as  they  which  are  defcribed  in 
Job.  chap,  21.  v.  14.  15.  They  fay  unto  God^  depart 
from  us  ,  for  we  dejire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  wares, 
what  is  the  almighty  that  wejhouldferve  him}  and 
what  profit  Jlwuld  we  have  if  we  pray  unto  />/>/?Now, 
when  men  are  come  to  this  pafTe  ,  he  will  make 
them  acknowledge  him,  whether  they  will  or  no. 
The  Lord  is  marvelous  patient,and  long-fuffering, 
he  knowes  how  to  right  himfelfe,  and  to  be  even 
with  the  finner  in  the  end:  but  if  men  will  breake 
all  bounds,  if  they  will  deny  the  majefty  above, 
if  they  will  feoff  at  his  word,  and  make  a  mock 
of  fin,  if  they  will  pluck  up  all  religion  by  the  very 
roots  :  he  will  not,  he  cannot  any  longer  endure 
it ,  it  ftands  him  upon  to  keep  up  his  authority  in 
theworld5he  will  be  own'd,and  acknowledged  as 
God  among  his  creatures.    If  nothing  elfe  will 
make  the  proud,  &;  fturdy  hearts  of  men  to  ftoop, 
and  yeeld  to  him,  his  Judgments  (hall  Pfal  46. 10. 
Be  fiill^  and  know  that  I  am  God.  It  is  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  to  the  proud  ones  of  the  world.  It  feems 
they  would  not  know  that  there  was  a  God,  or  at 
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leaft  that  the  God  of  Ifrael  washe,that  was  the 
true  God;  therefore  was  it  that  they  were  fo  mad 
againft  his  people.,  v.  6.  the  Heathen  raged:,  but, 
what  is  the  next  newes  that  we  hezxe:  He  uttered 
his  voice^the  earth  melted.  As  proud,  and  asftout 
as  they  are,no  fooner  doth  He  fpeak,but  their  fpi- 
rits  flag,&  faint}  thofe  great,and  mighty  ones  who 
feared  none  9  and  car  cl  for  none,  they  became  as 
dead  men:  he  uttered  his  voice,  or  as  fome  read  it 
he  gave  his  voice.  Who  is  this  He/look  back  upon 
the  former  verfe,and  you  will  quickly  fee,  'tis  God 
that  utters  his  voice.  No  fooner  doth  God 
fpeak  a  word ,  but  their  hearts  faile  them. Let  him 
but  (hew  himfelfe  ,  of  whom  they  made 
a  mock  but  a  little  beforehand  queftion'd  whether 
there  was  any  fuch  one,  and  then  they  feare,  and 
tremble}  they  fhrinke,  and  dare  not  hold  up  their 
heads.  And  why  doth  the  Lord  doe  all  this?  Why 
doth  he  drive  them  to  fuch  a  ftand }  The  end  is 
fet  down  at  the  1 1.  verfe.  He  will  be  known  as 
God,  amongft  the  word  of  men.  Be  SliU^and  know 
that  I  am  God^znd  then  it  followes,  I  will  be  exal- 
ted among  the  heath  en^l  will  he  exalted  in  the  earth. 
That  wicked  Pharaoh,  one  of  the  worft  of  me,  who 
blafpheed  againft  heave  &  hid0who  is  the  Lord^hat 
I fiould  obey  his  voice  to  let  ifrael  goe}  I  know  not  the 
Lord jteit  her  wil  I  let  ifrael goe.Exod.  5.2.  This  bold, 
this  proud  wretch,  after  he  had  feene  the  hand  of 
the  Lord  lifted  up,and  felt  his  plagues,he  is  forced 
to  know  who  the  Lord  was  ,  and  to  let  Ifrael 
goe. 

2  Reafon.    2.    The  Lord  doth  this  to  render  men  in  excu- 
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fable.  Rom.  2.  x.  Therefore  thou  zxt  inexcufable 
0  man^  whosoever  thou  art  that  judge]}.  Judgefl^  how 
is  that?  that  judgeft  men  worthy  of  death  by  fin: 
that  was  Gods  yerdift,  and  fentence  touching  fin- 
ners,and  this  all  men  knew  by  the  light  of  nature, 
and  had  the  fame  judgement  and  apprehention 
of  it    in  themfeves:as  it  is  c.  i.  v.  32  when  as 
a  man  knowes  by  the  light,and  checks  of  his  own 
confcience  ,  that  the  wrath  of  God  is  due  unto 
him  by  reafon  of  fin,  when  he  fees  all  the  curfes 
that  are  revealed  in  the  Law,  and  the  fearfull  ven  • 
geance  denounced  in  the  gofpell  againft  all  unbe- 
lieving, and  unrepenting  finners5  this  makes  him 
greatly  inexcufable  :  but  when  he  (hall  fee  the 
judgments  of  God  executed  before  his  eyes,  and 
many  of  the  fame  ranck5  and  kind  of  finners  ftruck 
dead  in  the  midft  of  their  abomination^  if  yet  he 
goe  on  in  the  fame  fins,  this  makes  him  beyond 
meafure  inexcufable.  If  a  man  fhould  fee  an  hun- 
dred theeves,or  robbers  hung  up  one  after  another 
at  feverall  affifes,  and  yet  after  this,  this  man  him- 
felfe  ftiould  play  the  theefe,  who  would  pity  that 
man  if  he  came  to  the  fame  end  ?  he  knowes  thee, 
very  to  be  an  unwarrantable,  &  dangerous  thing, 
the  law  is  againft  it,  and  many  have  been  punifhecf 
for  it  from  time  to  time  before  his  eyes,  this  makes 
him  inexcufable :  fo  it  is  in  this  cafe:  If  God  take 
other  men  in  the  midft  of  their  fins,  if  he  take  them 
in  the  midft  of  their  drinking,  quaffing,  and  ca- 
roufing,  as  he  didTBelfhazzar   in  the  midft  of  his 
cups,  or  ftrike  them  with  fome  fecret2and  fudden 
blow  in  the  midft  of  their  chambering  and  wan*  < 
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toneSTe,  as  he  did  the  young  man  in  the  proverbs, 
who  when  he  went  to  the  harlots  houfe,  had  a  dart 
ftruck^  through  hte  liver.   Chap.  7.  23.  or  by  an 
immediate  hand  from  heaven,  and  an  Angell  fent 
to  that  purpofe,  (hall  puniih  them  in  the  midft  of 
their  pride,  tyranny,  and  perfecution,  as  he  dealt 
with  Herod.    If  after  all  this,  when  a  man  hath 
feen  fuch  cleare,  and  manifeft  Judgments  from 
heaven  ,  on  the  perfons  of  others,  hefhalllive 
in  the  fame,or  worfe  (ins  5    if  he  fhall  continue  a 
drunkard,  an  adulterer,  a  perfecutor,  and  oppofer 
of  the  faints,and  of  religion  after  all  this,  who  can 
fay  this  man  is  not  juftly  punifhed.^  The  word  is 
plaine,  and  exprefle  againfi:  fuch,  and  fuch  finnes, 
the  end  and  iffue  of  them  is  there  revealed,  and 
the  judgments  of  God  have  ratify ed  it,  and  con- 
firmed it}  this  man  is  left  without  all  excufe.  Now 
Cod  will  have  every  mouth  to  be  flopped'^  and  all  the 
_    r  ^     world  become  guilty  before  God,  Rom.  3.  19. 

3.    The  Lord  inflidb  judgments  upon  fome, 
that  they  might  be  for  examples  unto  others.  2. 
Peter.  2.  6.  Turning  the  citties  of fodom^and  Gomor- 
rah into  ajl)es0  condemning  them  with  an  overthrow^ 
makeing  them  an  enfample  unto  thofe  that  after 
flwuldtive  ungodly  Mere  is  both  the  judgment,  and 
the  reafon  of  it  expreffed.  He  turned  them  into  aftes$ 
and  he  condemned  them  with  an  overthrow*,  he  had 
condemned  their  wickednefle  before  in  his  owne 
T<nrtyo<p>i   thoughts,  and  adjudg'd  them  worthy  of  fome  fe- 
tUo*.  if»-  vere  plague,and  that  plague  mu'ft  be  nothing  lefTe 
(Ajum  Thav  .then  a  totall  deftru&ioa,  a  totall  overthrow,  he 
would  fo  deftroy  them  as  to  make  an  utter  end 
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of  them  :  for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  word.  And 
why  would  he  do  fo?it  was  to  make  the  an  example^ 
he  fet  them  up  as  an  example,  he  had  prepard  the 
for  an  example  in  his  own  thoughts  before,  he 
had  fitted,  and  defigned  them  for  it$  now  this  is  the 
edition,  and  fetting  forth  as  it  were,of  what  he  had 
fram'd,  and  contrive!  before.  Saint  Peter  had  men- 
tioned two  great  editions  of  the  wrath  of  God  be- 
fore, one  was  in  the  Angels  that  fell;  He  caft  them 
down  to  hell ^  v.  4.  Here  was  wrath  indeed.  Ano- 
ther was  in  the  old  world.  He  brought  in  the  floud 
upon  a  whole  world,  v.  5.   here  was  the  fecond 
great  edition  ofhiswrath,ifImayfofpeak.  And  1  Ts.5W*»r 
the  third  was  in  that  ofSodom.and  Gommorah^thcCeconmruir. 
he  1  conftituted.&  framed  for  an  ^exampUythzt  is,  Pcnens 
for  a  figne,a  token.a  fure,  a  ftanding  rememb  ranee  *"yW«},- 
of  what  he  meant  to  doe  with  others  in  the  like  ^  muucv* 
kind.*  And  therefore  is  it  faid0  unto  thofe  that  m  after  He()cb. 
Jlwuld  live  ungodly.  If  any  had  a  mind  aft6r  this  to 
play  the  Atheifts,to  caft  offal  1  the  thoughts  of  God-*  mfTc7v  &Km 
of  religion,  and  to  riot  it  in  their  lufts,  as  the  So  ^-  r^J^^' 
mites^  they  might  here  fee  as  in  a  map3  what  their        «.  i 
doome  was  like  to  bee.  S.  Paul  reckons  up  a  whole  <nzi^y<& 
Catalogue  of  Judgments  which  befell  the  Ifrae-  <f  $«-aV.  Ph. 
lites.  1. Cor. io.il.It']$  hid Onoiv  all  thefe  things  hap-  acnghs.Z- 
pened  to  them  for  enfamples.    the  meaning  is  not 
that  thofe  Judgments  came  by  chance  upon  them  H 
for  how  could  they  then  be  intended  as  examples, 
as  he  faies  they  were.  Neither  doth  he  fay  divijim^ 
and  a  part,  that  thefe  things   happened  ,  and 
were  examples  ,  but  he  fpeaks  conjun&im^mt- 
ting  them  up  both  in  one  fentencc,  they  happened 
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as  examples,  or  for  examples,  that  is,thofe  things 
which  corrupt,  and  carnall  hearts  look  upon  as 
chances,  and  misfortunes,  he  in  thecourfe  of  his 
providence  orders  that  they  fhould  come  to  pafle, 
that  they  might  be  examples  ,   therefore  in 
the  6.  verfe  it  is  faid  ,  thefe  things  were  our  ex- 
*  tyvfa**v  amples  ,  or  they  were  *  made  our  examples, 
being  ordained,  and  appointed  of  him  fo  to  be. 
n  T<W.    Examples "]  that  is  patterns ,  famplers,  and  fimili- 
tkW  Ji  Etudes,  of  what  he  intended  to  doe  in  after  times. 
<no<Jbu)(A'  Thefe  were  fome  of  the  firft  draughts,  and  cop- 
vn  <h)Ka<ri<  pjes  Gf  his  judgments,  that  men  might  fee,as  he 
^^Wi**'       begun,  fo  he  intended  to  goe  on  *  and  there- 
of J  V  f°re  •t^iey  are  ^a*^ to  ^e  examples,  written  for  in- 
<&o?cd-  ^TuUion^  or  admonition.  Examples  they  were  fo  in 
wv.  Phav,  their  primitive  intendment:  and  they  are  written 
too,  left  upon  record,  that  we  might  take  warning 
by  them  on  whom  the  ends  of  the  world  are  come. 
The  laft  age  of  this  world  is  like  to  be  the  worft, 
and  therefore  is  it  faid ,  in  the  laft  dajies  perilous 
N«£«<nW  times  pall  come  ,  for  there  fhall  be  finners  of  fuch 
Admonitio-  and  fuch  a  fort,.  2.  Tim.  3.  1.N0W  God  hath  pro- 
ne; ^cliofuro  v ided  for  this  beforehand,  he  hath  given  many 
q^o  fignSfi*  noteabie  examples  of  his  judgments  in  former  a- 
carur  redis  ges,  which  men,  if  they  were  wife3 would  hide  in 
mon'tis  mens  t}iejr  hearts,  and  keep  ever  by  them^  and  that  was 
emota  PfaoS  his  end  in  makeing  fuch  examples5that  they  might 
locoreftitui,  ke  fox  admonition;  0  a  pretious  word  (as  one  calls 
fluauans"   11 )  figni'fying  the  bringing  of  the  mind  back  to  it 
compon  i.    felfe  againeby  fome  wholefome  rebuke  orother> 
f  cor"io     that  was  formerly  out  of  its  place}  or  els  it  fignifi- 
eth  the  fetling  of  the  mind,that  before  was  fluctu- 
ating 


ating,and  wavering.  All  men  are  apt  to  think 
Ceightiy  of  fin5  they  lcok  upon  fin,  as  a  harmkfle 
thing,  that  hath  no  venome,  nor  fting  in  it,  they 
play  and  dally  with  it,  as  little  children  would  do 
with  a  Snake.  All  this  while  the  underftanding 
is  a  f!ecp,the  mind  is  out  of  its  place,  it  judges  not 
of  things  according  to  the  nature  of  them.  But 
when  the  Lord  from  heaven  beginnes  to  (hoot  his 
arrowes,  when  they  fee  men  taken  in  the  midft  of 
their  impieties.,  and  punifhed  with  fome  grievous, 
and  feai  full  judgments,  then  the  mind  beginnes  to 
be  awakened,  and  a  mans  thoughts  begin  to  recoi- 
led themfelves,  certainly  fin  is  notfuch  atrifle, 
it  is  not  a  toy,  an  empty  notion ,  as  the  moft  of 
men  doe  make  it.  Thefe  are  the  warnings  of  God 
to  men:  his  judgments  executed  in  the  worlds 
areas  fo  many  monuents,  (landing  remembrances 
of  his  difpleafure  againft  fin.  This  is  thelaft  reafon 
of  the  point. 

The  Application  followes. 

The  firft  vfc  may  be  a  word  of  Terror,&  it  is  able 
to  (hake  the  heart  of  every  unrepentant  finner  un- 
der heaven.  Is  there  fuch  wrath  in  God  as  hath 
been  opened?hath  it  been  all  along  manifefted  and 
revealed?  have  his  judgments  confirmed  it  j  this 
may  ftrike  a  dampe,  a  terror  on  the  heart  of  every 
wretched,  unrepenring  finner  in  the  world.  Here 
thou  mayeft  fee  what  thy  cafe  is,  and  what  thy 
doome  will  certainly  bee:  the  wrath  of  the  great 
God,  the  God  of  heaven,  and  earth  is  kindled  a- 
gainft  thee,  it  burneth,and  waxes  hot  againft  thee3 
yea  it  will  one  day  confume  thee,and  deftroy  thee: 
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it  will  tumble  thee  down  into  endleffe,  eafeleflTe,Sc 
remsdilelTe  torments, This  were  enough  to  (hake 
the  proudeft  Nimrods  of  the  world,  and  to  make 
the  moft  ftout  hearted  (inner  tremble  like  an  afpen 
leafe ,  would  he  but  confider  it.  The  cafe  is  plaine3 
and  clearer  the  judgment  fare  and  certaine. 

The  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven  \  its  a 
plaine,  a  manifeft  thing,  its  written  withafun- 
beame3  and  there  needs  be  no  queftion  of  it,  thine 
owne  confcicnce,  that  araignes,  accufes,and  con- 
demnes  thee.*  its  the  voice  and  cry  of  confeience, 
if  thou  lyeft  in  fuch5  and  fach  abominations,  thou 
muft  be  damned,  the  word  fayes  it,  the  Law  hath 
pronounced  it  a  thoufand  times  over  and  over, 
thegofpell  that  ratifyes,and  confirmes  it,  and  the 
judgments  of  God  executed  in  the  world,  they 
put  it  out  of  doubt. 

.  Oh  miferable  man  or  woman,  who  ever  thou 
bee,  be  thou  young  or  old3  rich  or  poore5  be  thy 
rank  or  condition  whatfoever  it  be  ,  that  ly- 
eft in  thy  fecret  thefts,  adulteries,  oaths,  propha* 
nations  of  the  fabbath,  whofe  heart  rifeth  at  God, 
and  his  waies,  that  I  overt  thy  ignorance,  wordli- 
neffe,  or  what  ever  (in  it  bee,  that  I  cannot  name 
in  which  thou  liveft,  and  art  refolved  fotodoe/ 
Oh  miferable,forlorne  creature !  The  God  of  hea- 
ven  and  earth  isfet  againft  thee,  the  God  of  hea. 
veii,Sc  earth  is  refolved  to  plague  &punifh  thee. 

Art  thou  able  to  dwell  with  everlafting  bur- 
nings, or  to  ftand  before  a  devouring  fire  ?  Art 
thou  a  fit  match  for  the  Almighty>canft  thou  grap- 
ple with  thy  maker?  art  thou  ftrong  enough  to  o* 
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vercomehis  Almightynefle  ?  What  is  become  of 
all  the  mighty  finners  in  the  world?  what  is  be- 
come of  the  world  of  the  ungodly  i  Were  they 
not  all  (wallowed  up  together,    and  devoured  as 
in  a  moment  i  What  is  become  of  the  wicked  So- 
domites £  Were  they  not  confumed  with  fire  and 
brim-ftone  ?  Nay,  thats  not  all,  they  fiiffcr  the 
vengeance  of  eternall  fire,  they  lye  flaming  in  the 
fire  of  hell ,  and  are  (torched  with  the  wrath  of  ^ 
God  there  for  ever.  W4iat  is  become  of  Cain,  and 
Judas,  and  all  the  rabble  of  the  ungodly  f  Hath 
not  this  wrath  of  the  Lord  lighted  on  them,  and 
are  they  not  for  ever  miferable  this  is  thy  doome 
&  portion  alfo,who  continued:  in  thine  abomina- 
tions.   Tophet  is  ordained  of 'old  :  yea,for  the  King  ifaj,  3<J 
it  is  prepared,  he  hath  made  it  deep,  and  large  :  the 
the  pile  thereof  is  fire,  and  much  voood^  the  breath  of 
the  Lord,  like  a  ftreame  of  brim  (lone, doth  kindle  it: 
There  is  e^bow  roome  enough  in  hell  for  all  the 
drunkards,  fwearers,  Atheifts  in  the  world.  He 
hath  made  it  deepe,  and  large,  it  will  hold  them  all3 
there  is  no  feare  of  it:  this  is  the  place  prepared  for 
'  thee.Be  thou  a  great  finncr,or  kittle  finner,it  mat- 
ters not,  if  fo  be  thou  be  m  unrepenting  (inner,  it 
may  be  thy  fin  is  foe  feeret  way  of  u  juft  gain,it  may 
be  it  is  wilfull  ignorance,  conftant  ncgleft  or'  holy 
duties,  be  it  what  it  will  be,  if  thou  be  an  unrepen- 
tant (inner,  if  thou  keep  thy  fin  in  thy  bofome,  if 
thou  hide  it  as  a  fweet  morfell  under  thy  tongue^ 
the  wrath  of  the  Lord  is  gone  out  againft  thee. 
Oh  how  great,how  dreadfoll  is  that  v/rathfjerew. 
10.  v.  10.  The  Lord  is  the  true  Cod,  he  is  the  liveing 
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G&d,  and  an  everlajling  King:  at  his  math  the  earth 
jhall  tremble:  and  the  natrons  Jhall  not  be  able  to  abide 
his  indignation.  Revel,  6.  14,  15,  163  17.  And  the 
heaven  departed  as  a  fcrolejohen  it  is  rolled,  together 3 
&  every  mountain  &  J  flan  d  were  moved  out  of  their 
places:  And  the  Kings  of  the  earth^and  the  great  men  5 
&the  rich  me0&  the  chief e  capiainesj&  the  mighty 
men^  and  every  bond-man^  and  every  free-man  hid 
themfelves  in  the  dens^  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  moun- 
taincs0  And  faid  to  the  mount  aims  ^  and  rocks  fall  on 
us^  and  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that fitteth  on 
the  throney  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb:  For 
the  great  day  of  hk  wrath  is  come  y  and  who  full  be 
able  to  SI  and? 

Thou  may  eft  mock  at  the  word  now,  and  def- 
pife  the  meflengers  of  the.Lord,  and  make  a  light 
matter  of  fin,  hell,  wrath.,  and  judgment,  and  e- 
very  fuch  thing.  Yea  but  then  fhalt  thou  cry  to 
the  rocks  3&  mountaines  to  fall  on  thee?&  to  fhel- 
ter  thee  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lord-,  and  the 
fierceneffe  of  his  anger.  The  wrath  of  the  King  is  as 
the  roaring  of  a  Lyon^  but  what  is  the  wrath  of  the 
King  of  Kings,  andTord  of  Lords  >  wien  the  Al- 
mighty fhall  ftrech  forth  his  owne  hand  againft  a 
poore  rebellious  creature,  one  that  had  wallowed 
in  his  filthinefle?  and  took  his  fwinge  in  his  bafe, 
and  fwinifh  lufts^  and  he  fhall  fet  his  owne  almigh- 
tyneffeon  worke  to  make  him  miferable,  Oh  how 
great  ninft  that  mifery  bee!  Revelation  1.  7.  Behold 
Be  commeth^  and  tvery  eye  pall fee  him  y  all  kin- 
dreds of  the  earth  fhal  wail  becaufeof  A;>^.There 
is  a  mighty  empfaafis  lies  on  it->  it  is  he  that  conv 
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meth,  who  is  that  >  look  back  at  the  5.  verfe,  and 
you  will  fee  it  is  Jefu*  chrifi^  thefaithfull  witnejj'e, 
the  Jfrjl  begotten  of  the  dead^  the  prince  of  the 
Kings  of  the  earthy  unto  whom  glory  ^  and  dominion 
is  due  for  ever  and. ever*  Behold  he  commeth  it  is 
ufhered  in  with  a  note  of  aftonifhment  and  a, 
inazementr  it  is  not  a  poore  defpifed  Chrift  $  it  is 
not  a  carpenters  fonne  that  now  appeal  es,  he  com- 
meth not  in  that  meane,low,&  abjeft  way  as  once 
he  did}  no.,  it  is  the  glorious  Lord  Jefus,  it  is  the 
the  faithfull  witnefle,  one  that  hath  received  pub- 
lique  teftimony  in  heaven  of  his  truth  and  faith* 
fullnefle  in  his  fathers  worke,  it  is  fie  that  was  rai* 
fed  up  by  the  glcry  of  the  Father,  whom  he  hath 
fet  at  his  owne  right  ha.ndyFar  above  all  principal ;ty 
ana I  powers ^and  mi ghl -  and dominion \flm  every  name 
that  is  warned^  not  only  in  this  world  ^  but  aljo  in  that 
which  is  to  come.  Tis  he  commeth.,  he  comes  not 
in  a  poore  meane  and  abject  manner,  no  he  coin- 
meth  with  clouds,  he  fhall  come  in  the  glory  o  fhh 
father^  and  all  the  holy  Angells  with  him:  Behold  he 
commeth.  Or  elfe  we  may  refer  this  to  the  follow- 
ing verfe.  v.  8.  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  be- 
ginning &  the  ending  faith  the  Lord  ,  which  is,  8c 
which  was,  &  which  is  to  comeuhe  Almighty.  It  is 
that  Eternall,that  Almighty  one.  Behold  hecome- 
eth.So  in  the  Epiftle  of  Jude  v.  14.  Behold  the  Lord 
commeth.  Here  we  have  a  behold  :oo~  The  Lord 
commeth  with  tcn-thGufands  of  his  Saints.  To  fee 
tenthoufand  Saints,  and  thoufand  thoufandes 
of  Angells  comming  to  Judgment,  Oh  what  a 
dreadfull  fight  would  this  bee!  but  it  is  the  Lord 
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that  commeth  in  the  front,  and  head  of  thefe, 
they  are  but  his  followers  &  attendants.  The  Lord] 
he  whom  thou  haft  hated/corned, oppofed  all  this 
while,  it  is  the  Lord  thatc5meth  whofecomands 
thou  haft  made  bold  withall  ,    and  regarded  no 
more  then  the  duft  under  thy  feet.    The  Lord 
commeth  to  execute  vengeance  v.  1 5.  who  faid  ex* 
preftely  thou  fhouldft  not  be  drunken,  riotous,un- 
juft,  abufe  his  mercies  and  the  like:  this  glorious 
mighty  Lord.he  himfelfecommeth.he  whom  thou 
haft  difhonoured,  provoked,  blafphemed  fo  ma- 
ny yea  res  together,  and  yet  he  let  thee  alone,  but 
now  thou  (halt  pay  for  all,  he  comes  to  execute 
judgement  upon  all^  and  to  convince  all  that  are  un- 
godly amongji  them  ?  he  will  fpare  none^,  high  nor 
low  ?  rich  nor  poore  0  all  (hall  ftand  before  the 
judgement  feat.  But  is  that  all,  it  followes,  he  will 
convince  them  of  all  their  ungodly  deedsswhich  they 
.have  ungodly  committed.  Thou  cartft  be  tipfy  in  a 
corner,  and  commit  filthineflb  in  fecret,  and  re- 
fevve  fome  hidden  clofe  haunts  of  fin  which  are 
remote  from  the  eyes  of  men,  but  thou  (halt  not 
carry  it  (ojhe  Lord  will  convince  all  that  are  ungod- 
among  them  ,  as  fubtilJ,and  as  cunning  an  hy- 
pocrite as  thou  art,thou  (halt  beunmafked,  the 
Lord  will  lay  thee  open  before  men,and  Angells, 
thy  bafenefle,and  underhand  dealing,  thy  dodg- 
ing,and  dawbing  in  matters  of  religion  (hall  be 
brought  to  light  at  that  day.  Thou  fayeft  as  thofe 
mockers  did^wher  is  the  promife  of  his  comming? 
What  is  this  <iay  of  Judgment,  helland  wrath  that 
Minifters  tell  us  fo  much  off?  Tufh  thefe  are  but 
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Bug-beares  to  fright  little  children  with^and  Prea- 
chers are  grown  fo  proud  now  a  daies  as  they  will 
have  all  men  come  to  their  bowes,  and  have  an 
awe,  and  reverence  of  them:  but  let  us  not  be  fo 
weak  to  hearken  to  fueh  tales.  But  what  follow- 
eth.^  He  will  convince  them  of all  their  hard fpee- 
ches  which  ungodly  firmer s  have  ffoken  againfi  him. 
Alas !  for  thee  poore  man.  It  is  not  the  Minifter 
thou  fpeakeft  againft,  thofe  thy  wicked,thy  accur- 
fed  3  thy  hard  fpeeches,they  are  againfi  him.  The 
Lord  will  not  be  mocked?  neither  will  he  fuffer 
his  creatures  to  laugh  him  to  fcorne.  He  will  con- 
vince thee  one  day,  that  fin,  hell,  and  wrath  are 
not  dreames,  fancies,  and  idle  tales  p  &  when  thou 
haft  lyen  fome  millions  of  yea  res  in  thofe  infufFe- 
rable  torments  %  and  haft  eternity,  for  ever  lying 
before  thee  to  think  what  thou  haft  ftill  to  endure, 
then  thou  wilt  fee,  whether  fin  be  fin,yea,or  no, 
whether  the  wrath  of  God  be  a  rediculous  thing 
yea  or  no.  Ohfeare  and  tremble  at  the  thoughts 
of  thefe  things:  that  which  hath  been  faid  might 
make  the  heart  of  every  unrepentant  (Inner 
(hake  ,  and  his  joynts  to  tremble.  This  is  the 
firftufe. 

The  fecond  ufe ,  and  all  the  ufe  in  the  generall, 
that  fhall  be  made  of  the  point  in  hand,  is  an  ex-  life  2, 
hortation  to  Repentance :  Is  the  wrath  of  God 
gone  out  againft  all  the  ungodlineffe  and  unrigh- 
teoufnefle  of  men?  Oh  Repent,  Repent  betimes, 
ere  this  wrath  come  upon  you.  I  have  lately  ex- 
horted you  to  repentance,  by  the  mercies  of  God3 
by  his  love  and  goodnefle,  and  the  fweet  provisi- 
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on  that  he  hath  made,  he  hath  raifed  up  his  Ton  the 
Lord  Jefus  to  give  that  bl effing  to  you.  You  need 
not  fay  the  work  is  too  hard,itisa  thing  im- 
poffible  for  us  to  repent.  You  have  heard  where 
your  ftrength  lies:  I  muft  now  goe  another  way  to 
worke,  and  exhort  you  to  repentance  by  the 
Judgments  of  the  Lord,  the  text  which  I  am  hand- 
ling calls  for  it?  and  the  providences  of  the  Lord, 
they  call  for  it  alfo.  Knowing  the  terror  of  the  Lord 
we  perfwade  men^  faith  the  Apoftlerfo  mtift  we  do 
likewife.  Let  me  fpeak  to  every  foul  .of  you  that 
belongs  to  this  place,  be  thy  rank}  or  condition 
whatfoever  it  bee,  be  thou  in  higher  or  meaner 
place!  Repent,and  that  fpeedily  before  the  indig- 
nation of  the  Lord  come  upon  you  to  the  utter- 
mofr.  I  remember  what  John  Baptift  faid  to  the 
Pharifees,and  Sadduces  that  came  to  his  baptifme: 
it  may  bee  looked  upon  as  a  kind  of  argument  to 
prefle  the  doftrine  of  repentance  more  clofely  on 
them,  Math.  3.  7.  who  hath  warned  you  to  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come.  I  may  fay  concerning  you  of  this 
place,  the  wrath  ofGod  is  already  come,  it  hath 
already  appeared^  it  is  revealed  from  heaven  in 
the  face  of  the  open  fun,that  all  that  pafTe  by  you 
cannot  but  take  notice  of  it.  Oh  repent,  repent, 
left  this  wrath  come  upon  you  to  the  uttermofb 
Luk§  I3'4»  5  Suppofeyee  thofe  eighteene  upon  whom 
the  tower  in  Siloam  fell  &  flew  them0  thinke  yee 
that  they  were  finners  alone  all  men  that  dwell 
jn  Jerufa/em^  It  ell  you  nay:  but  except  ye  repent ^ye 
fljall  all  hkewjfc  perjfld.  He  doth  not  fay  that  they 
which  fufFered  thofe  things  were  no  finners  at  all5 
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or  that  they  were  little  finners.,  but  he  would  not 
have  them  that  efcaped  that  danger  put  off  the 
bufineffe  from  themfelves  5  as  if  to  be  they  that 
were  flaine,  and  made  the  immediate  examples  of 
Gods  difpleafure.  were  the  onely  finners  in  Jerufa- 
lem  :  no.  he  tels  them^hetr  fins  might  be  as  great 
as  any  of  the  reft}  and  therefore  he  advifes  them 
to  look  about  themfelves,  for  unleife  they  repen- 
ted, they  likewife  ftiould  perifli.  Do  notthinke 
my  bretheren,  that  the  poore  children  that  were 
crufhed  to  death ,  the  men  and  women  that  had 
their  armes  and  legs  broken,  or  dftioynted-)  their 
bodyes  forely  bruifed  were  finners  above  all  the 
people  in  Witney^  or  that  there  are  no  other  finners 
but  the  amongfr  you.Nay  I  tell  you  all,  except  yee 
repent,  ye  (hall  all  likewife  perifli.  Vnleffethou, 
6  man^or  woman,  who  ever  thou  art5repent  of  thy 
drunkenneffe,  lying ,  covetuoufnefle,  of  thy  cold- 
nefle  and  indifferency  in  religion  thou  (halt  one 
day  perifh,  the  word  faies  it,  confeience  tels 
thee  fo,the  damned  in  Hell  they  feele  it  to  be 
fo. 

Oh  what  a  ftrange  pafle  are  men  come  untolthe 
wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from  heaven,  and  yet 
they  will  not  believe.  God  hath  teftifyed  it  from 
heaven,  that  every  drunkard,  and  fwearer,  and 
prophane  perfonfhall  certainly  be  damned}  and 
yet  men  will  not  believe.  I.  Cor.  6.  9.  Know  ye  not 
that  the  tmrighteousfitc.  why ,  This  is  a  plaine  thing, 
an  evident,  a  manifeft  thing,  a  man  may  fay  it  is 
dark  at  noone  day  ,  if  he  will,  but  this  is  cleare  and 
beyond  all  doubt  it  felfe.  Know  ye  not  that  the  un- 
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righteous  (I) all  not  inherit  the  Kingdome  of  God.  The 
gate  of  heaven  fhall  never  be  opened  to  any  tin- 
righteousfoulej  no  uncleane  thing  fhall  ever  enter 
there.  No.,  if  the  holy5and  righteous  God  be  in 
heaven^thou  which  art  an  unholy  and  an  unrigh- 
teous foul  (halt  never  get  there}  and  if  the 
Saints  and  Angells  ftay  in  heaven,  thou  which  art 
fo  unlike  them  (halt  never  come  there.  Oh  think 
on  this  for  the  Lords  fake.  From  heaven  thou  art 
pointed  out  to  deftru&ion,  all  the  leaves  in  the 
Bible  make  againft  thee,  all  the  Judgments  that  e* 
ver  God  hath  executed  are  cleare  and  plaine  be- 
fore thine  eyes,  and  yet  men  will  notbelievef 
What  will  become  of  this  Atheifticall  generation? 
There  is  no  man  feares,  there  is  no  man  confiders 
his  way.  Though  the  bleffed  God  from  heaven 
tell  men  that  their  ungodlinefle  &  unrighteoufnes 
doth  bring  his  wrath  upon  them,&:  wil  damne  the 
in  the  end5they  wil  not  believe  it,they  will  not  lay 
it  to  heart.The  word  that  threatneth  wrath  ,  the 
Judgmets  of  God,they  reveale  &make  known  this 
wrath^the  devils  in  hell  they  believe  &tremble  at 
it,&  the  damn 'd,they  feel  it,8t  yet  the  flout  heart- 
ed fonnes  of  men  they  care  not  for  it.  i.  Cor.  10. 
f  Yia.&fy-  22.  Do  vp e provoke  the  Lord  to  jealoufy,  are  we ftron9 
km,  Trttfo-  ger  then  he?  Do  weincenfe,  p  exafperate,  and  put 
£uaW5  *«po-  the  Lord  himfelfe  to  it  to  (hew  what  he  can  do?  are 
gufer.  Pha.  we  content  the  Lord  (hould  doe  his  worft? 
^n*^*-  joe  we  q  equall  and  compare  our  felves  with 
g^JT**-  him?  dare  we  juftle  ,  and  contend  with  him  for 
?sg/^.He-  maftery?  Oh  fearefulll  are  you  come  to  this  point? 
foch.        let  the  Lord  do  his  worft,  we  fhall  deale  with  him 
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and  his  wrath  well  enough.  Oh  defperate  forlorn 
man  !  It  is  a  fear  full  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  living  God.  Oh  repent.,  repent.  It  was  one  of  Heb-  IOr- 
the  dying  words  of  a  famous  Martyr.  Repent  O 
-England;,  repent,  repent,  fofay  I  to  you,  0  Witney^ 
repent,  repent,  otherwife  I    feare  fome  more 
dreadfuil  plagues  will  befall  you.  You  that  have 
ungodly  neighbours  ,fervants3or  friends  go  to  the 
&  afk  them,what  meane  you  to  lie  in  your  igno- 
rance, prophaneneffe,  negleft  of  God  and  holy 
things  ftill.^  What  do  you  love  to  be  damned.^  and 
are  you  well  pleafed  to  be  fent  packing  to  hell  as 
foone  as  you  dye.'  For  the  Lords  fake  fet  upon 
this  work  fpeedily,if  you  do  not  I  feare  lome  worfe 
thing  will  come  next.  Certainely,my  Brethren5the 
hand  of  the  Lord  is  gone  out  againft  you  in  this 
late  Tragedy}  (for  fo  itfliouldbe  called  it  was 
not  a  Comedy,  no,  no,  it  was  a  Tragedy,  a  dole- 
full  Play,it  had  a  dolefull  end,a  bloudy,  a  fad  end. 
Thofeof  you  that  heard  the  fcreekings  and  bitter 
complaints,  the  fearfull  heart-piercing  cries,  that 
faw  the  broken  bones  ,  the  difioynted  armes,  the 
dead  carcaffes  of  fo  many  children,  will  fay  it  was 
a  Tragedy  indeed,a  dolefull  play  )  and  the  wrath 
of  God  hath  been  revealed  from  heaven,  it  is  re- 
vealed from  heaven  againft  thee  O  IVitny,  If  there 
be  any  mockers  or  fcoffers  in  the  congregatio  that 
are  come  to  deride  the  word,  I  fay  if  there  be  any 
fuch,  though  I  hope  better  things  of  the  moft  of 
you,  yet  if  there  be  any  fecret  fcofFer  in  a  corner, 
I  fhall  fay  to  him  as  Job  did  to  his  friends,  when 
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they  had  made  light  of  his  calamity,  and  faid,  it 
was  juft.  Job.  ii.  3 .  Suffer  me  that  I  may  fpeaks> 
and  after  that  I  have  fpokenjnock^on.  You  that 
make  fo  light  of  the  hand  of  God5&  laugh  atall  his 
judgements  ,  heare  the  meflage  which  the  Lord 
fent  5  8c  if  after  that  ye  have  a  mind  to  mock3then 
mock  ye  on5  take  your  fill  of  laughter,  and  it  may 
be  you  may  have  your  belly  full  of  mocking  ano- 
ther day. 

Brethren,  miftake  me  not,  my  aime  is  not  to 
make  you  fad,  ("though  it  is  fit,indeed;>you  {hould 
be  humbled  for  your  fins*)  Alas,  what  pleafure  can 
it  be  to  the  proor  fervants,  and  meffengers  of  the 
Lord  to  make  any  one  fad  ?  No,  no,  it  is  your 
good,  and  happinefTe,  it  is  the  welfare  and  happi- 
neffe  of  this  place  I  aime  at,  and  I  hope  by  that 
time  you  have  heard  all  I  have  to  fay, you  will  be 
convinced,  that  it  is  fo  indeed.  Let  me  (peak  to  . 
you  as  the  Apoftle  doth  to  his  Corinthians.  i.Cor. 
i  %f  t    Would  to  GodyoH  could  bare  with  me  a  little 
in  my  folly,  and  indeed  bearewith  me.  And  then  at 
the  20  verfe.  for  ye  fuffer^if  a  man  bring  you  into 
bondage^  if  a  man  devour  e  youy  if  a  man  take  of  you  ^ 
if  a  man  exalt  himfelfe,  if  a  man fmiteyouon  the 
face.    Many,  I  feare,  are  apt  to  plead  for  their 
lufts  and  corruption^  for  their  games  and  fports, 
which  have  devoured  them,  and  conftimed  them, 
and  brought  them  low,  and  is  there  not  as  much 
reafon  they  (hould  beare  with  the  word  which 
comes  in  all  plainnefle,  and  faithful  nefle  to  doe 
them  good  }  Certainly  my  brethren  the  hand  of 
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the  Lord  is  lifted  up,  the  great  and  dreadful!  God, 
the  King  of  the  whole  earth  hath  {hewen  him- 
felfe  in  the  midft  of  you.  I  could  have  hoped  there 
would  not  be  found  a  man  in  this  place,  that  was 
come  to  that  height  of  Atheifme,as  to  fay,this  not 
was  the  hand  of  God,  this  was  not  a  judgement,  it 
was  only  a  chance,  a  mif-fortune5&  fuch  a  thinge 
might  fall  out,  the  houfe  was  weak,  the  beam  was 
not  ftrong  enough  to  fupport  fuch  a  multitude^ 
I  could  here  ceafe  fpeaking  to  fuch  a  man5and  de- 
fire  a  corner  to  turne  afideJk  weep  inj&  even  pow- 
er out  rivers  of  teares  in  his  behalf.  It  was  that  wch 
made  the  Prophet  cry  out  in  the  like  cafe.  ifai.  26. 
II.  Lordjvhen  thy  hand  is  lifted  up  J  hey  will  not  fee" 
How  was  the  Lords  hand  lifted  up?  Do  but  read 
the  former  verfes  and  you  will  find,  in  the  9.  verfe 
weheare  of  his  judgements  being  abroad,  and  in 
the  10.  verfe,  we  heare  of  favour  fhewen  to  the 
wicked-  Let  favour  be  ftewen  to  the  wicked,  yet 
mil  he  not  learne  right  eon  fneffe.  The  Lords  hand 
was  lifted  up  in  a  way  of  judgment,  and  in  a  way 
of  mercy  ,it  was  his  righteous  judgment  that  fome 
were  cut  off,  and  it  was  his  mercy  that  others 
were  (pared,  and  yet  when  his  hand  was  lifted  up 
fo  Emenently,they  would  not  fee.  The  Lord  hath 
fhewen  both  his  feverity,  and  his  goodneffe  a- 
mongftyou,  feverity  to  them  that  fufFerred,  and 
goodneffe  to  you  that  were  preferved.  Is  it  not 
the  Lords  goodneffe?  or  to  returne  to  the  Prophets 
expreffion,  is  it  not  a  favour  (hewen  to  thee,that 
thou  haft  thy  life  giventhee,  when  others  were 
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crufhed  to  death  }  is  it  not  a  favour  that  thou  art 
fafe  and  found,when  others  had  their  limbes  bro^ 
ken,  their  bodies  grievoufly  bruifed  ?  Oh  this  was 
that  which  fo  moved  the  Prophet,  or  the  church 
her  felfe  that  is  brought  in  fpeaking  in  that  chapt. 
that  (he  knew  not  well  how  to  beare  it.  Lord  when 
thy  hand  is  lifted  up  they  will  not  fee.  It  is  a  pathe- 
ticall  fpeech,  and  it  favours  of  fomewhat  a  grie- 
ved and  troubled  fpirit.  Oh  the  hard-hearted- 
nelfe,  the  pride  and  ftoutnefle  that  is  in  men, 
not  to  fee  when  the  Lords  hand  is  fo  lifted  up. 
What  is  thy  heart  flinty  and  thy  Bowels  made  of 
bralfe?  will  not  wrath  from  heaven,  great  wrath 
affedl  thee?  Read  what  followes  in  the  fame  verfe.' 
They  will  not  fee  ,  hut  they  pall fee.  Thou  winkeft 
with  thine  eyes  now,  but  the  Lord  will  open  them 
at  laft,  thou  wilt  not  believe  this  is  the  wrath  of 
God,  thou  wilt  believe  it  to  purpofe  another  day, 
and  it  may  be  that  day  is  not  far  off.  That  I  may 
ihew  you/ the  wretchedneffe  of  this  difpofition, 
not  to  fee  and  acknowledge  the  Lord  in  fuch  great 
things,  but  to  lay  them  u  pon  chance,  misfortune 
fecond  caufes,  and  the  like-  Confider,  I  This  is 
a  meer  heathenifh  temper,the  Heathens  could  not 
doworfethen  fo,  the  Philiftines  they  faid  if  the 
matter  fell  not  out  fo  and  fo,  as  they  had  caft  it, 
it  was  not  the  hand  of  the  Lord  that  fmote  them, 
but  it  was  a  chance  that  happened,  i.  Sam.  6.  9.  fhall 
we  make  ourfelves  Philiftines?fhall  we  compare 
our  felves  with  the  worft  of  the  heathens  ?  Nay, 
fome  of  the  heathens  have  acknowledged  the 
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r  Providence  of  God  in  fuch  f  matters?t  they  lookt r  Vide  L/p- 
upon  evills  befalling  them  as  the  juft  puni(hments^wF^°" 
of  their  finnes3  they  have  feared  and  trembled  ^QlS* 
at  the  things  that  have  cometopaffe  3  as  ac"^cz>7^ 
knowledging  a  Divine  Power  that  was  the^ .  ^rr/-^. 
caufe  of  them-  Ub. , .  Cay. 

6.&  l2mo 

Jamblich.  de  vita  Pythag.  c^p,  28.  Stobtttm  Eclcg.  Phyftc.  lih  1.  cap.  3. 

S  KiQct^etiov  J$  *rff  elfHfAyav^QTi  0  Stof  vofM&TJjt  a  v  AfXA  )y  J)y^d(,  7tfa?) 
p?  ret  dyLbai}  &vcu$£  Ji  7a  ygyj,.  Ato  ^  -rnvm  yjxxov  '6hv  dyaivQ-.    78\j  ^ 
J^^iu)3tf7tt<  AUTi^isiTieui  of  pout,  )y  r  \v  ojjtu^  of  SsV  Xo-pv  d(j.vti  uaVYiOu.V7V.<; , 
^  ^xk^  Xjo\d^&  xj1  T  y6^?f  *^a^f«o'or7tt  7a  xd-yj^af  J$  etv^paT^  th 

d-nkwf  nrivSpumv,  «  avfyair®-,  >toArt'£«  0  pfyt©-,  am'  »T  kclk»<.  Hivrocl.  in 
aur.  carttt.  faulo  foft.  'Ou   >8  «<•  c7v^e  to.  dxyavd  tu<  dvfyccTrois  cDctviui^y 

-pvTis.    1  Nec  Homer  us  hoc  nefcivit:  qui  de  Gx£<h  adflitlis  caujam  xeddiU 

 ttrettcre  vori^coyi^  %n  J^iKauoi. 

TldvTts  Zoztv.  L/pJ.  diff.  i6»     l^ika  73/  cTiVcfc  o///y<  vstm  <tx<t 

%Kct%*v  otuv vv  d<n$n  faffi  70  rot  kolkov  tzoIfiMi  ^f^3  /3^to/*  ct« 
$lv™'7r]\sfftvoi  fib<  wugot.  Eurif.  afud  Stobtum  in  Pby(.    u  'H  $  yi^T^ 

inAur,  Car. 

The  x  Roman  Emperours-.yea  thofe  among  them  x.  circa  reIi- 
who  have  been  moil  y  prophane  &  wicked.,  and  £2^n^ml 
at  fometimes  have  contemned  God3  religion  it  Tonitrua  & 
felfe,  and  have  lookt  the  judgments  of  God  in  the  {V1  fnufir?m^iw 
face,  with  pride5&  fcorne^at  other  times  they  have  espavefcebat 
been  furprized  with  a  Panick  feare.  If  they  heard  ^  in  4*z 

y  Aufus  interdum  non  folum  vultum  atcollere :  fed  etiam  r  $eS>A&<  tM%t.vnt 
Tivof  etyji^ymf%^  ?  dgp&7rdjf  dyjztgpd^iy^  omri  yjc&vvbs  KtLTttm7Vt9 

Ai^sr  *vT«,w>vri(eit%  Refeyt,  C a faub *  de  Caligula  exVione. 
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z  Nam  qui  but  r  thundering,  8c  lightning,they  would  croutch 
Deos  tanco- under  their  bedds,  and  hide  their  heads,  fearing 
tcmnerer  "ad  t^at  ^ome  P^gue  from  heaven  was  comming  up- 
minima  to-  on  them.  The  Hiftorian  reports  of  Caligula^  that 
^ra^conni-  w*cked  Emperour,  that  he  which  did  fo  much  de£ 
vere,  caput  pife  the  Gods,  upon  the  leaft  crack  of  thunder,  or 
tdverotre'        of  lightning  was  wont  to  wink  3  &  to  wrap 
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his  heads  and  if  the  thunder,  and  lightning 
pereic  eftra-  were  a  little  greater  then  ordinary,  he  would  get 
^*m&  offthe  bed  on  which  he  lay,  and  hide  himfelf  un. 
fskbat .      der  the  bed.  Yea,  it  was  a  a  Cuftome  among  fome 
Succdis.    cf  t^e  Heathens,  when  there  was  thunder, or 
a  Moris  fnrt  lightening,  or  an  earth-quake  to  pray  to  their 
cum  tonaret  Dietyes  for  on  anothers  fafety  and  prefervation. 
au^erra^mo  Nay,  the  very  devills  in  hell  believe,  and  tremble^ 
verct,  con- the  fcripture  faiesit,  and  it  is  fo:  they  have  feen 
mutuaPfILc  all  the  judgments  that  have  been  already  execu- 
diisvctafun- ted3  they  know  them  to  be  his  judgments,and 
dcTph'f1hbm  trem'3^e at  them.They  know  all  the  threatnings  of 
Cufus  verba°       word  to  6etrue5and  beleeve  they  (hall  be  a- 
apponit      compliftied.They  know  that  the  day  of  judgment 
will  come,  they  look  for  it,  and  tremble  at  the 
thoughts  of  it.  What  art  thou  worfe  then  the 
wickedeft  heathen  that  ever  was  ?  then  the  black- 
eft  Fiend  in  hell  t  Oh  wretched  creature !  Pluck 
off  the  vizard,ihew  what  thou  art.  Do  not  defile^ 
&  abufe  that  pretious  name  of  Chriftian:  thou  a 
Chiiftian,  and  worfe  then  a  Heathen,  worfe  then  . 
the  very  devills  in  hell? 

2.  Not  to  acknowledge  God  in  (uch  terrible 
aftonifhing  things  as  thefe  are,it  is  theflatteft  moft 
down  right  Atheifme  that  ever  was.  It  is  to  deny 
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God  himfelfe  ,  that  there  is  fuch  a  Majcfry  as  the  ^  T*7*  ^ 
Majefty  of  heaven  and  earth,  it  is  to  deny  the  ^ 
word,  it  is  to  deny  all  his  judgments,  it  is  in  effeft  f^rhril^s 
to  call  all  the  great  workesofGod  that  ever  he  &f  aV^«- 
hath  wrought  in  the  world  meer  accidents^  and  tiTzv  73v  Trap, 
chances  :  it  is  to  make  the  floud  a  meer  chance, « 
it  is  to  make  the  burning  of  Sodom^  an&Gomorah  <P&^C0^' 
a  meer  chance,  in  a  word  it  is  to  make  every  thing  vov  */n**\ 
that  is  recorded  in  fcriptureas  a  punifhment  of  fin       ^  ^ 
and  finners  meer  cafualities  and  chances.  Oh  mon-  -a  * 
ftrous,  abominable  blafphemv  !  was  there  ever   v  ^avA  ~ 
greater  bJalphemy  then  this?  This  is  to  deny  God,  ^ 
to  deny  his  word,  to  become  a  ftark  downright 
k  Atheift.  Doeft  thou  believe  there  are  any  fuch  n)  *S 
rhings  as  judgments:  certainly  if  there  be  this  was oy-  Hm- 
one.  What  is  a  judgment,  but  onely  a  punifhment  ToA<"£ 
laid  on  men  for  fin,  and  that  which  makes  it  more  ?\ 
remarkeably  a  judgment  is,  when  men  are  taken  ^r*^^~? 
in  the  midft  of  their  fins.  Now  that  ftage-plaies,  $  htw/Zv 
are  fins,  fearfull  and  abominable  fins3both*in  them  ™  U-xkht- 
that  aft  them,  and  them  that  behold  them,  vve  ™<r<  ^. 
need  not  labour  much  to  proove.  Iragieus 

1.  We  might  urge,where  doth  the  word  of  God  quidam 
tolerate  fuch  Paf-times.^  the  word  fayes  we  Ihould 
rcdecme  the  time J)e  fivift  to  ff>£*k:s  rvatch  umo  pray* 

er.  If  thou  canft  not  afford  one  houre  to  heare  a 
Sermon,  to  pray,  to  performe  religious  dueties  in,  ]ap.frs  *'l9< 
doth  the  word  afford  thee,  three,foure  houres,  or  1  4'7'8 
whole  nights  to  fit  up  at  a  play  ? 

2.  But  this  is  leaft  of  all  3  ftage-playes  are  ab. 
folutely  againft  the  word,  the  word  forbids  idle 
words,  foolifh  words,  jelling,  it  forbids  unchaft 

F  lookes 


C40 

lookes,  unchaft  apparrell,  unchaft  geftures,  every 
thing  that  might  be  an  occafion  of  fin  :  the  Scrip* 
ture  faith,  Whofoever  look^eth  upon  a  woman  to  luft 
Math.  5-2  .  aper  far^  faffo  committcd  adultery  with  her  alrea* 

dy  in  his  heart.  Againe  it  fayes  The  light  of  the  bo~ 
dy  is  the  eye,  if  thine  eye  be  evil/  thy  whole  body  U 
Math.  6.  22.  fitU  <?/darkneffe:  ftage-playes  are  ftufF d  with  fcar- 
23.  rilous,filthy,unbecomming  fpeeches,  paffages,and 

geftures  :they  are  the  incentives,&  occafionsof  all 
luft:  ftage-playes  are  the  very  afting  of  wicked- 
neffe,  they  are  a  teaching  of  men  to  be  vile,  and 
wicked.  What  are  all  your  Comedies,  but  onely 
bringing  the  wanton  lufts  of  men  upon  the  ftage  £ 
as  if  fo  be  the  hearts  of  men  were  not  corrupt  e- 
nough  by  nature  ,  but  they  muft  needs  fee 
lewdneffe  ,   and  folly  afted  before  their  eyes> 
to  provoke  them  to  be  wicked.  Oh  horrible!  men 
are  not  content  to  be  lafcivious,  unchaft  in  their 
thoughts,  defires,  and  inclinations  when  they  are 
at  home,  but  they  would  faigne  fee  luft  afted  in 
the  life  of  it,  they  would  faigne  fee  it  difplayed  in 
its  colours.  Is  not  this  abominable?  Ezekjel. 
14.  15.  1 6.  When  fl)e  f aw  men  pour  tray  ed  upon  the 
wall  the  images  of  the  Chaldeans  pourtrayed  with  vir- 
milion,  girded  with  girdles  upon  their  loynes,  excee. 
ding  in  dyed  attire   upon  their  heads all  of  them 
Princes  to  too  kjo ,  after  the  manner  of  the  Babyloni- 
ans of Chaldea  the  land  of  their  nativity  as fbon  as 
fie  faw  them  with  her  eyes^Jhe  doted  upon  them,  and 
fent  mejfengers  unto  them  in  C  aide  a.  Could  dead 
piftures  do  fo  much,  a  few  painted  images  on  a 
wall  i>  what  then  will  living  pi&urcs  do  f  The 
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perfons  of  men  a&ing  the  part  of  fome  found  and 
wanton  lover,  or  in  another  habit  reprefenting 
the  amorous  looks,  carriage,  and  deportment  of 
fome  lewd  and  wanton  Queane.    They,  when 
they  faw  the  pi&ures  in  the  wall  Doted  on 
them,  and  doth  not  the  fight  of  luftfull  amorous 
fpeftacles  beget  <k  ftir  up  lufVdoth  it  not  bewitch 
and  enchant  the  hearts  of  men.^  There  are  two  h 
fad  h  examples  of  this  in  Hiftories.  Befides,  do  not  noWsf  otS^I 
men  attire  themfelves  in  womans  habits,  and  is  throw  of  flage 
not  this  a  fin?  Deuteron.  5.  22-  The  woman JJjall  notpUyes'  P*51- 
we  are  that  which  pert  a  wet  h  to  a  man^  neither fiall a  PrinusmR- 
manput  on  a  womans  garment*,  for  all  that  dofo,  are  riom  maft»x. 
an  abomination  to  the  Lord  thy  God.  Is  there  any  p#392,&  ^ 
thing  more  cleare,or  more  exprefTe  ?  How  fre- 
quent is  this  in  ftage  playes  ?  was  it  not  fo  in  the 
late  play  f  was  there  not  one  that  afted  a  womans 
part  in  womans  garments?  If  we  believe  the  word, 
thefe  were  not  ordinary  fins ,  no,  they  are  unna- 
turally abominable  praftifes,  the  authors  of  them  *  Akdhabilis 
are  abominable  5  they  are  *  monfters'in  Godsac-  faPu^Deum 
count  as  a  learned  man  explaines  that  text.     abhorrct  ab 
3.    The  hand  of  God  hath  remarkably  ap-  h«s monftrjs. 
peared  againft  the  a&ors.and  frequenters  offtage  in 
playes.  *  7  here  was  a  wo  ma  that  went  to  the  Theatre  Dm. 
to  fee  a  play,  and  returned  home  pojjeffed with  an  un-  q^^3-1^  of 
cleane  fpirit:  who  being  rebuked  in  a  conjuration,  for  njents,1"  8" 
daring  to  ajfault  one  of the  faith \that  profeffed  Chrifi^ 
anfwered^  that  he  had  done  well0oecaufc  he  had  found 
her  upon  his  own  ground.  Here  you  have  the  devils 
own  confeflion,  he  acknowledges  ftage  playes  to 
be  finnes5  he  had  her  upon  his  own  ground,  where 
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he  would  have  her,  and  therefore  he  claimes  a* 
right  to  do  what  he  did.Many  inftances  there  are 
in  this  kind.  He  that  hath  a  mind  to  fatisfy  him- 
felfe  may  read  Mr  Prins  Hijirio-Maflix,  where 
there  are  many  Pages  to  this  purpofe.  There  is 
one  inftance  fo  neere  a  kin  to  that  of  Witny^  that 
it  may  not  be  omitted.  Vpon  the  i      January  ^An- 
no 1 583. the  Lords  dayman  infinite  number  of 
people^men^women^and  children ^reforted  unto  Park 
garden  to  fee  Beare-baiting^playes^  other  pa f- times 
and  being  all  together  mounted  aloft  upon  their fcaf* 
folds  and  galleries?  and  in  the  mi  aft  of  all  their  joL 
lit y  and  paftime  ,   all  the  whole  building  {not 
fo  much  06  one  flick  ft  anding  )  fell  down  miraculouf- 
ly  to  the  ground  with  much  terror  and  confujiou  in 
the  fall  of  if->five  men  and  two  women  were  flaine  out 
right 5  and  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  perf on  s  more 
fore  wounded  and  bruifed^  whereof  many  dyed  flwrtly 
after.,  fome  of  them  having  their  braines  daped  out y 
fome  their  heads  all  to  quaflrt^fome  their  leggs  broken 
fome  their  armes,  fome  their  backs z  fome  one  hurt 
fome  another:  there  being  nothing  heard  there,  but 
woeful 7 free kes  &  cries^wch  did  even  pieree  the  skies* 
children  there  bewailng  the  death  and  hurts  of  their 
parents^  Parents  of  their  children:  wives  of  their  Huf- 
bandsy  and  Husbands  of  their  Wives?  fo  that  every 
way  from  foure  of  tbe  Clock^inthe  afternoone  till 
nine  at  nighty  ejpecially  o  ver  London  bridge?  many 
were  carried  in  and  led  betwixt  their  fiends,  and  fo 
brought  home  to  their  houfes  with forrow full  heavy 
hearts,  like  lame  cripples. 

4.    Much  more  might  be  faid  to  proove  the  a^ 
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bominablenefTe  of  thefeplayes,  from '  the  rife  and J  l^*c}f™ 
criginall  ofthem^  they  being  the  inventions  of  the  rum  ludo- 
Heathens  P  devifed  and  framed  on  purpofe  to  ho-  J^tuI^"r 
nour  their 1  Gods  withalhefpecially  Bacchus  their  adeo<*r<W 
Drunken  God,  from  whence rtage  players  were  ^Y^U 
called  Bacchus  his  handy-crafts-ntenmFvo  the  maine  ucair  vAt^-; 
ends  lookt  at  in  thtm^mfinfidl  mirth  and  jollity.  *^*^t{# 
From  the  ordinary  concomitants^cffetfs^  and  fruits  ^  £  r  iov 
of  then/.  But  thele  have  been  fo  largely  handed  sed  am^veri 
by  Dr.  Reynolds^  Mr.  Vrinne^  and  others,  that  it  Dci  notitiam 
would  beneedleffe  to  repeat  them.  There  hath  Z.^cchum 
been  faid  enough  already  to  prove  ftage  playes  fcftiviracis 
tobefinfull.  And  if  fo  5  (that  we  may  r^turne  to>^hore" 
that  where  we  left  )  Is  it  not  a  judgment  it  a  man  huic  fcenicos 
be  taken  in  the  midft  of  his  finnes  >  When  Nadab  l£*°*n*°^ 
kAbzhu  were  fmitten  by  the  Lord  in  the  midft  of  dramaricam  ° 
their  finnes  ,  was  it  not  a  judgment,  a  fore  judg-  poefin&  uni- 
ment.<?  Theftory  you  hive^  Levii.  io.  1.2.  Oh  ^m/)cLu) 
ceafe  to  fpeake  againft  the  God  of  heaven  anv  M  'as 
more  in  this  fort.  Certainly  it  was  a  judgment,and  dicarunr,qtili 
a  manifeft  judgmment,  it  was  wrath  from  heaven,  Wuieffimi 
yea  it  was  wrath  from  heaven  againft  you  in  this  oVcaufom3™ 
place.    Suffer  me  to  give  you  this  observation,  wyofw 
All  that  were  killed  weie  the  people  of  Witny}  /pPFI!a1rV"r? 
they  were  your  children ,  your  lonnes  and  your  ones  ideo 
daughters  that  were  flaifre?  Why  ftould  five  of  ^owatetKol 
Witny  be  flaine  outright,  and  not  any  one  of  o-  TiXv^3 
ther  places. This  C5edy  was  afted  in  other  places,  fu^cafaul' 
but  it  was  in  Witny  only  that  it  proved  a  Tragedy,  de  Satyr.Grse! 
G  Witny  JVttny^  the  Lord  is  angry  with  thee,  and  s^y^m0™' 
quidem  Comadia?  finis  non  fere  alius  erarGracis,  quam  Iaetitia  &  hilariras 
CaJ  Rhod.  lib  6.  at  qua?fequuntur  ,  ne  rcferam  verac  pudor& 
§iWifv?nf  */eftyV.-  F  3.  there. 
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there  are  feverallfins  among  you, that  the  Lord 
points  out  by  this  judgment. 

i.  There  is  the  fin  of  Prohaneneffe  amongfl: 
you,  how  many  are  there  in  this  place,  that  are  gi- 
ven only  to  drinking.,  fporting,  merriments,  and 
paf- times/  I  have  too  fadly  obferved  it  in  pafling 
the  ftreets3peop!e  will  (it  drinking  in  an  Ale-houfe 
making  themfelves  merry  with  a  Fiddle,  whereas 
they  will  not  ftep  over  their  threfhold  tohearea 
Sermon.  Oh  this  is  the  very  depth  of  prophane- 
neffe,when  men  care  not  for  God,  they  care  not 
for  his  word,  they  care  not  for  his  ordinances, 
they  care  not  for  the  great  things  of  falvation,  but 
are  ftill  calling  for  their  fports  and  merriments, 
they  will  be  jovall  and  merry,  that  they  will. 

Heb.  12.  t6.  Left  there  be  any  prophage  perfon  as 
Efati)  that  is  an  unhallowed,  and  unfan&ifyed  per* 
&e*K&    fon,  one  that  ftill  lyes  in  his  naturall  filth.  Why 
what  is  the  Charafter  of  fuch  a  oneHt  is  added  jvho 
for  one  mor fell  of  meat  fold  his  birthright.  You  of 
this  place  have  had  the  Gofpell  amongfl:  you, 
Chrift  and  falvation  is  offered,  heaven  and  happi- 
neffe  ftand  waiting  on  men,  few  men  care  for  this, 
few  men  bid  Chrift  and  falvation  welcome:  are 
not  many  apt  to  fay,  what  need  of  all  this  preach- 
ingAvasit  not  better  with  us  when  we  had  lefle.^ 
Many  think  it  much  to  afford  one  houre  in  a 
week  toheare  a  Sermon,but  they  fay,  come  let  us 
eat,  and  drink,  and  make  our  felves  merry,  let  us 
dance  it,  and  card  it,and  be  joviall  whilft  we  may: 
and  I  would  to  God  there  may  be  non$  fuch 
found  among  you,that  will  fit  up  whole  nights  at 
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Cards  and  Dice,  that  can  fit  day  after  day,many 
houres  together  in  an  AIehoufe5that  grudge  a  few 
minnutes  to  be  fpent  in  the  fervice  of  Gcd.  Oh! 
defperate  prophanenefle  3  abominable  wicked- 
neffe!  the  God  of  heaven  hath  revenged  this  pro- 
phanenefle this  day.  Do  but  thinke  with  your 
felves,  what  the  place  was5  where  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  was  feen:  was  it  not  in  fuch  a  Kind  of  place } 
where  fuch  meetings  ufe  to  bee:  I  fpeake  not  of 
that  Particular  /Ooufe?  but  that  it  fhould  be  in  an 
Inne,  Taverne,  or  Ale-houfe3  fuch  a  Kind  of  place 
to  which  the  people  of  this  place  are  fb  much  adi- 
fted,  which  they  haunt  fo  much5&  fpend  fo  much 
time  in.  Is  there  nothing  to  be  learn  tftom  this? 
Doth  the  Lord  point  out  nothing  of  the  fin  of  this 
place  herein  ?The  finne  of  drunkennes  is  to  rife  &c 
common  amongft  you?  the  drunkards  are  reeling 
in  your  ftreets,  they  areopen  and  obvious,  to  the 
view  of  all,  I  my  felfe  have  been  too  fad  an  eye- 
witnefle. 

2.    Another  fin  that  may  be  feared  to  be  a- 
mongft5you  is  the  fin  of  uncleannefle-  Is  there  no 
fornication 3  no  adultery  in  fecret  corners?  no 
fuch  things  as  chambering  and  wantonefle  to 
be  found  amongft  you^  Examine  well  what  all 
your  fbngs  3  &  carolls  are^which  are  fo  often  (ling 
at  your  dores^Sc  in  your  houfes  ?  are  there  none  of 
them  bafe,  filthy 5  obfcene.  It  argues  too  too  light 
and  wanton  a  fpirit,that  fo  many  fcores,  yea  (bme 
hundreds  fhould  be  at  a  lafcivious  play.  Oh  this 
is  a  fearful  fin,  the  fin  of  uncleannefle,  fornication,, 
adultery ,and  thofe  things  that  border  on  it.  Thefe 


fins  bring  aftoniftiing  judgments.  Some  fins  of  this 
nature  were  they  that  deftroyed  Sodom,  and  cau- 
fed  fire  to, come  down  from  heaven  upon  it.  vizt 
the  fin  of  undeannefle,and  unnaturall  lufts.  Thefe 
things  are  too  fowle  to  be  named,thefe  things  are 
enough  to  make  the  fun  in  the  firmament  to  blufti 
and  be  afliamed,  and  the  light  of  the  day  to  hide 
and  couer  it  felfe,  in  which  there  is  mention  made 
of  fuch  things. 

3.    A  third  fin,  which  is  too  vifible  and  appa- 
rentes,  Negled  of  the  word  and  ordinances.Some 
of  them  that  did  attend  upon  the  ordinances  have 
turned  their  back  upon  them,  and  the  generality 
amongft  you  doe  apparently  fleight  them.  For- 
merly what  flockinge  hath  there  been  to  fer- 
mons  ?  how  hath  this  place  been  filled  every  Al- 
ley ,&corner  crowded   No  people  fo  famous  for 
readineffe,  &  diligence  in  hearing  the  word  as 
.  the  people  of  Witny:  Minifters  that  haveoccafio- 
nally  preached  among  you  have  obferved  it,  your 
Name  hath  been  famous  amongft  others.  How 
thin  are  your  Congregations  grown  up5  the  lords 
day  ?  how  fmall  an  handfiill  there  are  upon  Led> 
ure  dayes,  I  am  to  fad  a  witneffe  ?  Brethren,  fuf- 
fer  me  to  fpeak  my  feares.  I  feareone  of  the  great 
fins  that  bath  pluct  down  this  judgment,  was  the 
negleft  ofthe  Gofpell.  It  was  not  long  fince,  the 
laft  time  that  ever  I  preacht  amongft  you  on  the 
Lords  day,  in  a  full  aflfembly,  I  befeeched  you,  I 
mtreated  you  by  all  the  arguments  oflove,gen- 
tleneffe,fweetnefle,  that  poffibly  I  could  to  attend 
upon  the  wTord.   I  befeecht  you  by  the  love  of 
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God,  by  the  mercies  of  the  Lord,  by  the  bowells 
of  his  goodnefle,  that  you  would  not  sleight  tiie 
word*  The  Text  was  from  that  of  St.  JohnyGod  it 1  Iohn:4<M* 
love,and  the  poynt  from  it  was,  that  the  Love  of  God 
manifested  to  the  world  in  the  dijpenfation  of  him- 
felfe  h  Jefa  Chrijl,  it  was  the  moji peereleffe,match- 
lejje,  incomperable  love,  that  ever  was.  Hence  were 
you  called  upon  in  fuch  exhortations  asthefein 
the  Applciation. 

Oh  do  not  grieve  fuch  a  Love!  doe  not  fleight  Hi  dot 
not  abufe  it!  oh  unkind  Jinner!  Oh  hard-hearted fin- 
ner!  worfe  then  the  blacketf  divell  in  hell!  that  canjl 
be  drunk ,  that  canjl  fweare,  that  canjl  laugh  at  holi- 
nejje  in  the  face  of  that  very  Love  which  is  come  to 
fave  thee,  to  pardon  thee\  that  hath  fent  the  only  be- 
gotten fonne  that  thou  might* (I  havelrfe through  him. 
Do  not  fin  again  ft  this  love,  do  not  grieve  it:  faff®?*, 
this  love  to  attaine  its  ends,  to  accomplifo  its  defires. 
1 he  defigne  of  love  is  to  bring  thee  unto  life,  and  it 
hath  co  fi  it  deare  to  bring  about  that  defigne,  the 
fonne  of  God  mufl  come  downefrom  heaven  to  bring 
this  to  pajfe>>  and  is  that  fo  fmall  a  matter?  why 
fwuldany  of  us  be  willing  to  flop  this  love  in  its  wor- 
kings,to  hinder  it  in  its  aimes  and  intentions:  all  the 
defigne  of  this  love  is  to  bring  us  unto  life, and is  there 
any  harme  in  that  ?  Ah3  my  Brethren,  is  Death  Jpi- 
ritual/,   Eternall  death,  fuch  a  fweet  ,    fuch  a 
pleafant  thing,  that  we  foould  be  in  love  with  iti  Is 
wrath,  t  he  wrath  of  the  Almighty,  everla  fling  wrath 
a  thing  to  bedefired?  that  we  fhould  refnfeto  ac- 
cent of  the  offers  of  eternall  love,  when. it  comes  to  of- 
fer li  fe  and falvation.  With  many  more  R.eafonings 
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in  this  kind.  After  this  you  were  exhorted  to  make 

ufa  ofthe  imanes  of  Lfe  andoffilv xtiot?^  in  fame 
fiich  words  as  thefe.  If  you  are  willing  to  come  to  the 
Lordjefus  for  Hfi0you  cannot  be  unwilling  to  attend 
upon  thofe  meanes^  and  that  word^  that  holds  forth 
Chriji  and  fahationWill  any  one  fay  that  that  man 
frizes  a  pardon^  that  will  not  vouch fafe fo  much  as  to 
look^  upon  it)  nor  to  read  it>  when  it  if  fent  unto  himZ 
Oh  my  Brethren]  the  Gofpe  11  is  ihz  word  of  life  ^  the 
word  of  peace ^of  pardon 5  and  offalvation^  can  he  be 
f aid  to  prize falvation  andchrift^  that  will  not  come 
to  that  word  which  brings  Chrift^falvation^and all} 
Is  that  man  willing  in  good  earnetl  to  be  faroedQww- 
ever  all  men fay  they  are  willing^  God  forbid  els0  but 
is  he  fo  in  good  earnejl?)  that  will  not  flep  over  his 
threpold  to  heare  a  Sermon^  where  this  goftell  is 
brought ^<&the  meas  offalvation  tedredH befeechyon 
fuffer  me  to  (peaketoyouin  the  name  of  the  Lor  d'-y  I 
bef lechyou  in  the  name  ofjejus  Chriff,  I  bef  >echyon 
in  the  bow  ells  ofjefus  Chrijly  if  you  thinkjhis  loue  of 
God  the  great efl  love  that  revealeth  pardojifejjappi- 
neffe^  falvation^  do  not  thinkjt  much  to  wait  upon  the 
word  that  reveales  it^and  makes  it  manifeft.  Faith 
commeth  by  hearing^and  hearing  is  the  ordinary 
meanes  to  beget  Faith ^  and fo  to  bring  to  Chrifi^  and 
to  falvation.  I  befeechyon  do  not  ft 1  eight  this  Exhor- 
tation^ if  you  do^  I  mujl  tell  you^  (  though  lam  loath 
fo  to  do^  yet  I  am  constrained  )  this  Sermon  will  rife 
up  in  yidgment  againji  you  at  the  laji  day  0  and 
Imuftcome  in  as  awitneffe  againSt  you" 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the  arguments  wher- with- 
all  you  were  preffed}  yet  not-with-ftanding  all 
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thefe  befeechings,  and  entreaties,  toirygriefer 
obfervedit,  force  were  there  ?ny5  that  did  the 
more  frequent  the  word  preached  5&  hath  not  the 
Lord  fliewen  his  hand  feverely.^  whereas  there  are 
fcarce  many  Scores  that  wil  coe  to  hear  the  word, 
there  are  Tome  Hudreds  will  go  to  fee  a  wicked  & 
an  ungodly  play.Certainly  the  Lord  hath  bin  ave- 
ged  for  this*Do  but  read  that  io.of  Lu.  fro  the  be 
ginning  &  fo  on3at  the  $.verfe  it  is  faid,  Tntowhat- 
foever  houfeyou  cnter^firjl fay^Peace  be  to  this  houfe. 
but  what  followes>  in  the  loverfeit  is  faid  5  But 
into  whatfoever  citty  ye  enter,  and  they  recieveyon 
not,  got  your  xcaies  out  into  the  SJrects  of  the  fame, 
and  jay  even  the  very  dufl  of your  citty  which  clea- 
ve* h  on  us, we  do  wipe  off  againjl  yon.  And  then  there 
is  a  fad  clofe  in  v.  1 2.  But  I  fay  unto  you  that  it  Jhall 
he  mere  toller  able  for  Tyre,  and  Si  don  at  the  day  of 
judgment  then  for  you. 

4.    Another  provoking  fin,  is  the  fin  of  Athe- 
ifme,and  irrehgion.  Do  but  read  what  the  Lord 
J^fus  fpeakes  to  the  Church  of  Pergamos.  Rev.  2. 
14.  J  have  a  few  things  againjl  thee,  why  what  h 
the  matter?  ibou  haft  there  them  thai  hold  the  a*0u^  », 
Docirine  of  Balaam;  and  then  againe  at  the  1 5.  ve. 
So   hafi   thou  alfo  them  that  hold  the  doclrwe  of  %v  '«  ^  rt< 
theNicolaitans.  The  doftrine  of  Balaam  is  expref-  >&$%  t^-ku 
fed3  He  taught  Balaachjo  ca(l  a  tfnmblmg  block  be-  *A&*  K*>ym 
fore  the  children  of  lfrael,to  eat  things  CacHjic^d^iH 
nntoldolls,  and  to  commit  fornication '  Th?Doft>  *f^^£ 
rine  of  the  a  Nicolaitans  was  much  of  the  fa-me  na-  ^f"'  *"* 
ture3and  I  bluih  to  tell  you  what  it  was5  they  did  kpiphanius 
not  onely  hold  a  liberty  of  uncleannefle^  but  a  ne-  dc  Nitoiao. 
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ceflityofit.  Now  what  was  the  quarrell  which 
dhrift  had  with  this  church  ?  thou  haft  there  them 
that  hold  fuch  and  fuch  things:  In  thees  O  Pcrga- 
wos^ave  found  fuch  monftrous,  and  abominable 
Doftrincs,  in  thee  are  found  fuch  as  maintaine 
the,&  will  ftand  for  them.*  with  thee  it  is  that  they 
have  their  feat,  and  refidence.  Are  there  not  to 
be  found  in  thee,  O  IVitny^  corrupt,  licentious,  a- 
bominable  Doftrines?  haft  thou  not  alfo  them, 
that  hold  them,  that  contend  for  them  with  might 
8c  maine  $  Are  there  none  amongft  you  that  make 
a  mock  of  fin,  that  make  fin  nothing,  that  hold 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  fin  ?  Are  there  none  a- 
mongft  you,  that  deny  the  great  fundamental! 
Do&rines,  (  which  are -the  very  hinges,  pillars, 
and  foundations  of  all  religion  )  denying  the  re- 
furre&ion,  the  immortality  of  the  foule,  eleftion 
and  reprobation.  Heaven  and  hell,  that  ^eny  the 
damnation  of  any,  and  maintaine  the  falvation  of 
all,  that  can  take  away  the  fcriptures,  the  whole 
Bible3  and  religion  it  felfe  all  at  once,  are  there 
none  fuch  as  thefe  are   Thefe  are  fad  provocati- 
ons ,  black  and  difhril!  provocations}  I  would 
feigne  believe  fome  poore  foules  are  led  a- 
fide  through  weakneffe,  and  fimplicity,  and  are 
beguiled  through  thefubtility  of  that  old  ferpent 
whofe  wiles  they  are  ignorant  of.    The  good 
l  ord  deliver  them,  that  they  perifh  not.  Its  a 
dangerous  thing , to  ftumbleat  the  fundamentalls 
of  religion,  and  godlineffe,  although  it  be  through 
weakneffe-  But  if  there  be  any  fuch  who  obfti- 
nately,  and  pertinatioufly  maintaine  fuch  Doft-  - 
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rines3againft  cleare  and  convincing  light  former- 
ly fhining  on  them3  againft  the  truth  which  fome- 
times  they  owned  and  profefled3  they  are  in  a  fad 
and  fearfull cafe.  Read  the Epiftles  of St.Peter^ and 
Jude,  and  there  you  will  fee  the  ends  of  thofe  men 
2.  Pet.  2.  I  .  ihey  bring  upon  themfelves faift  deft* 
ruclion.  vm  3.  iheir  Judgment  now  of  along  time 
linger  eth  not^  and  their  damnation  /lumber  eth  not. 
Ep.  Iude>  v.  4.  who  were  before  of  old  ordained  to 
thk  condemnation.^ a  man  out  of  defpight  make  a 
mock  of  Preaching,  fabbaths,  ordinances.,  if  there 
be  any  worfe  place  in  hell  it  is  referved  for  that 
man. 

You  fee  what  the  finnes  are  which  are  found  a- 
mongft  you3I  ha  ve  now  (liewen  you  your  wounds, 
my  next  work  is  to  endeavour  the  healing  of  thcn> 
and  indeed  that  was  my  maine  intention.,  it  was 
not  a  pleafure  to  me  to  fearch  and  lance  your 
your  foares3  yet  that  was  neceflary  to  a  cure. 

The  maine  exhortation  prefled'on  vou3  hath 
been  an  exhortation  to  repentance,  to  ferious,  to 
fpeedy  repentance-  And  that  which  remaines3  is 
to  give  more  particular  direftion3  whatyour  carri- 
age and  deportment  ought  to  be  under  the  pre- 
fent  hand  of  God.  There  are  thefe  foure  things 
you  ought  to  fet  before  you:  and  to  have  in  your 
eye. 

1.    The  work  of  Humiliation. 
1.    The  work  of  Reconciliation. 

3.  The  work  of  Reformation. 

4.  The  work  of  Remembrancer  (  for  fo  it 
may  be  called  )  laying  it  as  a  folemne  charge  up- 
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on  your  (elves  to  keep  in  remembrance  this 
ftrange  and  wonderfull  providence. 

i.    The  firft  Duty  to  be  fet  upon  is  the  work 
of  Humiliation.  I  do  not  meane  you  Ihould  fet  up- 
on it  in  your  own  ftrength,  but  take  the  ftrength 
of  Chrift  with  you,  and  the  ftrength  of  the  fpirit 
with  you,  and  then  you  may  goon.    You  have 
tinned  greatly,  oh  humble  your  fel  ves  greatly  be- 
fore the  Lord!  Manajjeth  did  fo  after  his  great 
finnes^  2.  Qhron.  33.  12.  And  when  he  was  in  af~ 
fl?ttion>  he  befought  the  Lord  hi*  God^  an  i  humble d 
himfelfe  greatly  before  theGodofhk  fathers*  Every 
particular  foule  fhould  humble  himfelfe  for  his 
particular  finnes,  and  fay.  Good  LordKvhat  have 
my  finnes  been,  that  fuch  wrath  fhould  come  up- 
on Witny  in  my  dayes!    Every  family  fhould 
inourne,  and  lament  over  the  finnes  of  that  fami- 
ly: Hufbands  fhould  mourne  apart,  and  the  Wives 
a  partj  children  a  part,  and  fervants  a  parts  every 
one  mourning  for  his  owne  perfonall  finnes,  and 
the  family  finnes.  In  the  12.  Zachar.  11.  we  read 
of  a  great  mourning^  a  great  mourning  indeed, 
as  the  mourning  of  Hadadrimmon  in  the  vaUey  of 
Mzgiddon.  When  was  that?  When  that  good 
King  Jofiah  was  flaine.  i.Chron.  35.  23.  24.  25. 
Oh  that  was  a  dreadful!,  a  terrible  Judgment  to 
have  fuch  a  Prince  taken  from  them!  and  this  oc- 
cafioned  a  great  mourning,  the  text  faies,  all  In- 
dah0  and  lerufalem  meurnedfor  Iojiah.  All  were 
turned  mourners  then  ,  and  there  was  no  one 
but  bare  a  part  in  thefe  lamentations.  Ieremiah 
the  Prophet  0he  lamented for  Iojiah0  and  the finging 
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me#}  and  the  finging  women  fpake  of Tofiah  in 
their  lamentations  unto  this  day.  Their  finging  was 
turned  into  mourning,  and  their  rejoycing  into 
lamentation.  You  have  had  a  great  many  finging 
men,  and  finging  women  in  this  place,  fuch  as 
would  goe  fro  doore  to  doore  finging  their  fongs 
and  carolls  to  make  themfelves  and  others  mirth 
Oh/  it  were  well  if  your  fingers  were  turned  into 
mourners!  if  your  harpers  were  turned  into  lamen 
terslif  infteed  of  al  your  fongs.&  carok&  dacings, 
you  would  now  come  and  weep  together,  and  fay 
as  leremiah  doth.  Lament.  3.  1.  How  hath  the  Lord 
covered  the  daughter  of  Zion  with  a  cloud  in  his 
angw  -  How  hath  the  Lord  covered  poore  Witney 
with  a  cloud  in  his  anger?  and  as  it  is  in  the  4. 
verfe-  He  hath  bent  his  bow  like  an  enemy  ^  he  flood 
with  his  right  hand  as  an  adverfary^he  powred  out  his 
fury      fire.  Complaine  as  the  Church  alfo  doth  in 
Lam.  3-  with  a  little  change  in  the  expreflion.  We 
are  the  people  that  havefeen  affliction  by  the  rod  of 
his  wrath.v.%.  Surely  againft  us  is  he  turned \he  turn- 
eth  his  hand  all  the  day%v.^.our  fiefi^&our  skin  hath 
he  made  old^he  hath  broken  our  bone}.  Thus  I  fay  coe 
8c  weep  together,every  foule  fhould  weep^&eve- 
ry  family  fhould  weep,  &  the  whole  Town  fhould 
weep,  and  indeed  it  were  well  if  God  would  put 
it  into  your  hearts  to  keep  a  day  of  weeping,  to 
fet  apart  fome  folemne  day,  to  faft  and  pray,  and 
weepj  and  humble  your  felves  before  the  Lord. 
Say  unto  the  Lord  as  it  is  Lam.  i,  18.  The  Lord  is 
righteous^  for  we  have  rebelled  againft  his  comman- 
dements:  and  as  the  Church  bemoanes  herfelfe, 
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Lam\^\  40,  41,  Sec.  Wherefore  doth  a  living 
man  complaim a  man  for  ihepunijljmentofhk fins? 
let  us  fearch  and  try  our  way  es,  and  turne  again  to 
the  Lord.  Let  us  lift  up  our  heart  with  our  hands 
unto  God  in  the  heavens.  Wehavetranfgrefjed%  and 
rebelled,  thou  haft  not  pardoned.Thou  hafi  covered 
with  anger,  andperfec.uted  us:  thou  haft flaine,  thou 
haft  not  pittied. 

2.    Aime  at  Reconciliation.  The  Lord  is  dif- 
pleafed,  he  hath  been  highly  provoked:  oh  labour 
to  get  his  anger  removed,  and  his  wrath  pacifyed! 
Run  apace   to  the  Lord  J efus,  entreat  him  to 
ftand  betweene  you,  and  his  fathers  wrath:  go  to, 
him  fpeedily,go  to  him  immediately,  before  far- 
ther wrath  breake  forth.  It  is  not  all  our  teares 
( though  we  could  poure  out  whole  rivers  of  the) 
that  can  wafh  away  one  fin:  no^no,  in  that  day 
(  'tis  fpoken  immediately  after  the  mention  of 
that  great  mourning^)  there  ft  a  ll  be  a  fount ainc  ope- 
ned for  Jin,  and  for  uncleannefle.  Mourneyou  muft, 
mourne  greatly,  mourne  bitterly,  yea,  but  it  is  the 
fount  aim  that  muft  waft  away  fin,  it  muft  be  the 
fountaine  of  the  Lord  Chrifts  blood,  that  muft 
wafh  away  the  fowle,and  horrible  fins  of  Witney. 
Come  then,wa(h  in  this  fountaine,  wafh,  .and  you 
fhall be  cieane*  In  the  16  of  Numbers  we  read  of 
great  wrath:  no  fooner  had  God  executed  that 
fearfull  judgment  upon  Korah,  and  his  rebellious 
compay,but  the  people  fell  to  murmering  imme- 
diately, v.  41.  But  on  the  morrow^  all  the  congre* 
gat  ion  of  the  children  of  ifrael  murmered  again ft  Mo 
fes0  and  again  ft  Aaron,  f ay  ing,ye  have  killed  tbepeo: 
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pie  of  the  Lord.  Oh  deiperate5  and  adventrous 
finners/  that  when  they  faw  the  judgment  of 
God  executed  the  very  day  before,  yet  they  fell 
into  the  fame  fins3which  they  were  guilty  of>which 
had  beenfo  plagued.  How  angry  is  the  Lord  for 
this,  v:  440  45.  And  the  Lord jpake  unto Mofes fay* 
ing)  get  you  up  from  among  this  congregation^  that  I 
may  consume  them  as  in  a  moment.  But  what  doth 
Mofes  do  in  this  cafe?  v:  46*  And  Alofes  J aid  unto 
Aaron^  "Take  a  cenfer^and  put fire  therein  from  off  the 
Alter^  and  put  on  incenfe^  and  go  quickly  unto  the 
congregation^  and  make  an  atonement  for  them  ^  for 
there  is  wrath  gone  out  from  the  Lord^  the  plague  is 
begun.  This  represented  the  mediation  of  Jefus 
Chrifr,  who  is  faid  to  make  intercejjion  for  the  53'12° 
tranjgrefors.  He  is  that  Angell  in  the  Revelation^ 
that  (lands  at  the  Alter0  having  a  golden  cenfer^  and 
much  incenfe  given  to  him ,  that  he  fhould  offer  it 
with  the  prayers  of  thee  Saints,  chapt.  8.  3.  Now 
Mofes  faies  to  Aaron^  go  quickly:  or  as  it  may  be 
read,  make  to  go  with  (peed^  that  is,  as  the€ baldee ,  ,  ^ 
and  Greeks  tranfiateth  it,  carry  quickly,  or  in  hafte.  7^**  - 
Make  hafte  to  the  Lord  Jefus,  away  to  him  every 
fouleofyou:  all  you  that  have  not  known  what 
the  worth  of  the  Lord  Jefus  is  till  this  houre, 
know  now  how  to  prize  him,  it  is  he  that  muft  pa- 
cify the  wrath  of  God  that  is  goneout  againft  thee 
for  thy  prophaneneffe,  and  thine  uncleannefle, 
and  thy  negleft  of  the  word,  and  thine  Atheifme, 
Oh  fall  in  love  with  the  incomperabiy  pretious 
Lord  Jefus  this  day,  as  foon  as  ever  thou  commeft 
home  fall  upon  thy  knees„&  beg  thou  maveft  have 
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a  Chrift  given  to  thee:  the  wrath  of  the  Almigh- 
ty is  gone  out  againft  thee,  and  will  otherwife 
certainly  confume  thee.  There  is  no  dealing  with 
a  fin-revenging  Ma  jefty3  but  only  in,  &  by  a  Me- 
diator .As  for  you  that  have  intereft  in  this  preti- 
ousName,  O  makeufeofit,  prefent  therighte- 
oufnefTe,  and  fatisfaftion  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
unto  the  father.  It  is  he  that  muft  ftand  betvoeene 
the  dea-d^  and  the  living:  Tome  are  cut  off  already, 
and  the  wrath  of  the  Lord  is  not  yet  appeafed.  If 
you  interpofe  not  the  Lord  Jefus,  you  may  expeft 
more  wrath,  and  more  plagues.  This  I  commend 
to  you  as  the  chiefe,and  inaine  direction  of  all  the 
reft.*  it  is  not  all  thy  carelelheffe^and  fecurity,  it  i  s 
not  all  thy  fleighting,and  defpifing  the  judgments 
of  God,  that  will  be  able  to  keep  off  the  wrath  of 
the  Lord  in-  the  end.  No,  this  will  bring  on  thee 
fo  much  the  more  wrath,  and  heavyer  vengeance: 
Get  into  the  Lordjefiis,  hide  ymr  f elves  in  the 
clefts  of  that  rock^  till  this  indignation  be  over  pafh 
If  ever  Chrift  be  worth  having,  now  is  the  time. 
You  that  cared  not  for  Chrift  when  you  were  at 
eafe,  and  when  you  lived  in  pleafure,  my  thinkes 
you  fhould  long  after  Chrift,  and  be  reftleffe  till 
you  have  gotterr  him  now  judgment  is  come  up- 
on you.  Oh,  Brethren,  if  the  Judgments  of  God 
in  this  world  be  fo  terrible,  that  they  are  enough 
to  abafh,and  appale  the  ftouteft  finners,  how  ter- 
rible, and  how  dreadfull  will  that  Ialt  ,  and 
great  dav  of  judgment  bee  &  If  thou  canft  not 
ftand  before  an  angry  God  now  without  a  Savi- 
our,without  an  advocate  to  plead  thy  caufe,when 
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he  doth  but  manifeft  a  little  of  his  diipleafiire,  an  d 
gives  but  a  gentle  touch  of  his  finger  ?jj  how  wilt 
thou  ftand  before  him  without  a  Saviour,  and  an 
advocate  ?  when  he  (hall  come  with  millions  of 
Saints  and  Angells,  when  the  Eookes  muft  be  ope- 
ned, and  every  mans  life  ripped  open,  and  it  (hall 
befaid,  There  waft  thou  drunk  in  fuch  a  corner, 
there  hadft  thou  thy  wanton  dalliances  upon  fuch 
a  bed,  at  fuch  a  time  didft  thou  revile  at  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  God,  and  mock  at  his  waies  and  the  pro- 
feflbrs  of  them,  fo  many  yeares  thou  livedft  in  the 
world,and  yet  never  didft  ftudy  how  thou  might- 
eft  come  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  or  the  way  to 
life  and  happinefle}  when  all  this,  and  much  more 
fLall  be  faid^  and  then  the  Lord  (hall  not  come  to 
let  in  a  veine  of  his  wrath  only}  but  he  will  pluck 
up  all  the  duces,  &  open  all  the  floud-gates  of  his 
wrath,  and  vengeances  when  that  difmall  place  of 
torment  (hall  be  fet  before  thee,  where  thofe  un- 
quencheable  flames  are,  where  thou  (halt  heare 
the  devills  roaring,  the  damned  yelling,  and  fee 
all  this  prepared  for  thee,  how  wilt  thou  be  able 
to  hold  up  thy  head  at  fuch  a  day  ?  Makefure 
of  Chrift  betimes.  They  were  the  laft,and  dying 
words  of  one,  who  in  his  life  time  was  the  Jewell, 
and  Paragon  of  Religion,  and  piety  in  the  coun- 
try where  he  lived.  Make  fure  ofchriji.  He  is  bet- 
ter then  all  the  gold  and  treasures  in  the  world, 
better  then  the  Rubies,  or  the  Onyx  ftone. 
Thou  art  eternally  happy  if  thou  get  him, 
and  Eternally  miferable  if  thou  come  (hort  of 
him. 
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$j.    The  next  thing  thatistobeftudied,and 
endeavoured  after  is  Reformation.  It  is  Reforma- 
tion that  the  Lord  looketh  after-  Do  you  think 
that  the  Lord  delighteth  in  the  death  of  your 
children?  tha:  he  taketh  pleafure  in  the  breaking, 
bruifing  of  your  bones?  is  it  matter  of  joy  to  him 
to  fee  the  hurts^and  heare  the  dolefull  complaints 
of  your  wives,  fervants,  and  neere  relations  f  Noj 
no,  God  is  love^  as  you  have  many  times  heard.* 
had  not  your  finnes  put  him  upon  it,  there  had  not 
been  fo  fad  a  fpe&acle  found  amongft  you.  Put 
away  therefore  that  evill  thing  which  is  in  the 
middeft  of  you.  When  the  children  of  ifrael  had 
fallen  before  their  enemies^  Achan  who  had  taken 
the  accurfed  things  and  been  the  occafion  of  the 
mifery,  anddiftreffe  that  fell  upon  them^  muft  be 
found  out,  and  ftoned.  You  have  feene  already 
fome  of  the  Achans  that  have  troubled  your  peace, 
ftone  them  now,  and  put  them  to  death.  You 
have  heard  it  was  theprophanenefle,  theuclean- 
neffe,  the  contempt  of  the  Gofpell,  the  Atheifme, 
and  irreligion  that  is  among  you,  that  hath  cau- 
fed  all  your  trouble  :  put  away  thefe  accurfed 
things.  And  here  let  me  fpeake  morefulJy  to  you 
under  thefe  foure  heads. 

1 .  To  the  loofer,  and  prophaner  fort. 

2.  To  them  that  formerly  haue  been  profef- 
fors,but  now  are  fallen  off. 

3.  To  them  that  do  ftill  feare  the  Lord,  and 
hold  on  in  his  way. 

4.  To  all  the  people  of  the  place  in  gene- 
nail. 
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I  To  the  loofer^and  prophaner  fort, the  exhortati- 
is,Oh  put  away  all  your  drunkenneffe/ornication, 
uncleanneffe,  oathes,  blafphemies^l  et  him  that 
was  filthy  be  filthy  no  more*  let  him  that  ftole 
fteale  no  more:  oh  that  you  would  think  of  lea- 
ving all  thefe  bafe,  unworthy,  defperately  fooliftr 
wayes5  and  think  of  turning  to  the  Lord  with 
your  whole  heart,  and  your  whole  foul/  You  that 
have  layen  rotting,  and  (linking  in  your  lufts  ma* 
ny  yeares  together,  thou  that  art  an  old  gray- 
headed  firmer  ,  think  at  laft  of  returning  to  the 
Lord.  Ah  poor  creatures!  what  meaneyou>  will 
you  mine  the  place  you  live     and  damne  your 
own  foules  eternally  ?  If  men  had  but  common 
humanity  in  them  they  would  not  continue  in 
their  grofle,  and  hideous  abominations,  that 
would  pull  downe  wrath  upon  their  wives  and 
children,  friends  and  neighbours,  thetowneand 
place  in  which  they  live.  But  this  is  a  (mall  matter 
in  comparifon}  if  they  had  but  a  tender  regard  of 
their  own  foules,  if  they  made  any  account  of  their 
owne  falvation,  if  they  had  butfo  much  as  a  prin- 
ciple of  felfe-love  in  them,  they  would  caft  away 
thofe  finnes,  that  will  certainly  damne  them  in  the 
end.  There  is  none  of  the  finnes  which  thoulo- 
veft  fo  dearly  0and  huggeft  them  with  fo  much  ten- 
dernefle,  and  will  not  be  brought  to  part  with 
them  upon  any  termes,  ( thou  hadft  rather  part 
with  thy  life  then  with  fuch  a  luft  )  there  is  none 
of  thefe  thy  moft  beloved  finnnes,  but  it  will  coft 
thee  the  lo(Te  of  everlafting  life,  it  will  coft  thee 
the  loffe  of  God,  It  will  coft  thee  the  lode  of  the- 
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Kingdome  of  Heaven.  The  word  fpeakes  it  out 
aloud.  No  fornicator,  nor  idolater,  nor  adulterer, 
nor  effeminate  perfon,nor  theefe,  nor  covetuous  per] on, 
nor  drunkard,  nor  revilerpa//  ever  inherit  the  king- 
dome  of  God.  i.  Cor:  6.  Poor  man,doeft  thou  know 
what  the  Kingdome  of  God  meaneth  ,  from 
whence  thou  art  for  ever  to  be  (hut  out  ?  or  doeft 
thou  know  what  that  for  ever  is5  which  is  the  line 
and  meafure  of  thy  torments^Sit  downe,and  paufe 
a  while,  and  think  what  eternity  is:  thy  life  is  but 
a  minnute,  a  dreame,  a  Ihaddow,  it  is  gone  before 
thou  think  of  it:  count  over  the  houres  of  the  day, 
and  is  the  dayfo  long  a  thing 5  it  is  but  the  run- 
ning of  a  few  fuch,and  then  there  is  a  period  fet  to 
all  thy  pleafures.  How  quickly  mayeft  thou  on 
thy  deatli-bed  look  over  all  thy  life  pafh  and  ac- 
count it  as  a  very  little  thing,  as  a  meer  point,  and 
beginning  only  of  that  which  is  life?but  canft  thou 
look  beyond  eternity?  canft  thon  conceive  when 
everlaftingneffe  will  have  an  end>  all  thy  plea- 
fures are  gone  and  paffed,  they  are  paffed  over  as 
in  a  dreame,  and  now  thou  art  in  the  midft  of  e- 
ternity  before  thou  art  aware.  How  fearfull  then 
will  thefe  thoughts  be:  what  muft  I  be  ever  thus  ? 
Muft  I  be  tormented  in  thefe  flames  without  end  ? 
Is  there  no  hope,  no  poflibilities  of  being  other- 
wife  then  I  am  ?  After  I  have  fufFered  fo  many 
millions  of  yeares?  is  there  for  ever  ftill  behind  ? 
Try  a  little  in  thine  owne  thoughts,  and  fee  where 
thou  canft  put  bonds,  and  limits  to  that  which  is 
for  ever.  Try  where  thou  canft  put  a  ftop,beyond 
which  thou  caaft  think  of  no  more:  is  it  better  to 
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be  everla(HngIylattppy,  or  everlaftingly  miferable 
after  a  fcore  for  two.  of  yeares>  Think  ofthefe 
things,  I  befeech  ytofcs'by  all  the  calls,  mercies, 
judgments  of  the  Lord,  by  all  the  riches  of  his  pa- 
tience, forbearance,  long-fuffering  exercifed  to- 
wards you.Oh  do  not  put  off  the  thoughts  of  thefe 
things.  Do  not  any  more  chufe  abominable  things 
which  hk  foule  hateth.  Seek^  ye  the  Lord^  while  he 
may  be  found^  call  ye  upon  him  while  he  is  neer.  Let 
the  wicked forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man 
his  thoughts:  and  let  him  returne  unto  the  Lord^  and 
he  will  have  mercy  upon  him-,  and  to  our  God0for  he 
will  abundantly  pardon. 

2.  To  thofe  that  have  forfaken  their  former 
profeffion,the  exhortation  to  them  is,  O  Returne, 
Returne  to  the  good  old  way  of  God,  returne  to 
the  ordinances.,  returne  to  the  ufe  and  exercife  of 
holy  duetyes ,  to  the  ufe  of  prayer,  confeffion  of 
fin,and  the  like:  if  you  do  not ,  fearfull  will  your 
Judgment  be.  I  hope  fome  of  them  that  are  gone 
aftray  do  belong  to  the  Lord,  but  truly  you  rnuft 
come  back  by  Weeping-crofle. 

I  could  tell  you  fad  ftoryes  in  this  kind.  I  fpeak 
not  by  heare-fay.*  I  have  knowen  them  that  have 
fmarted  deeply  for  fleighting  the  ordinances,neg- 
lefting  prayer,for  low  and  undervaluing  thoughts 
ofChriftand  his  bloud.  I  could  tell  you  of  fome, 
that  living  under  fuch  a  temptation  but  for  a 
Week^or  two,  in  that  fhort  time  had  loft  all  their 
former  communion  with  God,  and  being  delive- 
red from  the  fnare  accounted  their  recovery  as  a 
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new  conrerfio.The  experienccoFone  in  this  kind 
was  fo  eminent:^  that  I  thought  I  was  bound  to 
make  it  publick,  that  it  migfayferve  to  ftop,  and 
reftraine  them  which  are  fo  prone  to  apoftacy  in 
the  prefent  age,  and  I  {hall  fetit  down5asneer 
as  I  can^n  the  fame  words  and  expreffions3as  I  had 
itfrotheperfonsown  h&nd.Being  not  well  ettabli- 
fljed,  Iwasfoon  drawn  away  in  my  heart  e,fecretly  to 
decline  fro  that  goodoldway  which  formerly  I  walkr 
ed  in,  I  heard  one  upon  Justification  ,  and  Chrisis 
comming  in  the  flefa  &  upon  that  place,  Chritt  in 
you  the  hope  of  glory in  fuch  a  manner  as  I  never 
'heard  the  like  before,  that  I  was  tfruck^with  amaze- 
went  with  the  manner  of  his  planjible  fpeech.  And 
having  heard  a  good  report  of  the  man^  and  had fome 
experience  before  that  he  was  an  able  mx  to  minijler 
comfort  to  them  that  were  in  dilirejfe,!  was  exceed- 
ingly taken  with  what  came  from  htm-And  in  his 
poynt  ofluUification,  he  did  labour  to  beat  off  front 
repentance \,  and  from  confejjron  of  fin  ,  or  beg- 
ging ofpardonfor  fin,and  held  it  out, that  thefe  were  & 
calling  in  queflion  the  faithfullnejfe  of  God'->  for  he, 
fjewed  that  all  that  the  Saints  had  to  do,  was  to  be- 
leeve,  and  render  prayfe^  and  as  he  fayd,  he  fpake  his 
owne  experience,  that  he  had  found  more  of  God  in 
one  dayes  walking  in  beleeving ,  then  in  many  ye  ares 
in  walking  in  that Jtriff  courfe  of  praying,  andfajl- 
ing,  and  keeping  dayes  of  humiliation,  and  blamed 
thofe  Minijlers  that  did  hold  forth  fuch  dottrines. 
ihefe  things  he  backed  on  with  fuch  Arguments,  that 
it  did  take  much  upon  the  affections  of  them  that 
heard  him*  For  I  never  heard  him  pray^  but  he  would 
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fometimes  give  thanks  and  that  fo  fweetly  5  that  iU 
did  even  ravipthe  foules  of  them  that  heard  him 
and  did  much  prtffe  on  to  that  duty. 

Thus  hearing  him  at  fever  all  times \by  degrees I 
fell  from  the  good  old  wayes  I  was  trained  up  in  by 
my  parent   and  ejpecially  that  which  God  had  taught 
me by  faith full  Minifters  5  and  foone  was  I  poyfoned 
with  that  Do&rine^whjch  my  corrupt  nature  did foonc 
clofe  with?  to  the  great  diflwnour  of  the  pretious  Gof- 
pell,  to  the  grieving  of  the  good fpirit  of  God,  and  the 
wounding  of  mine  owne  confeience,  which  was  not 
foon  healed.  1  began  to  try  conclujions  with  God,  and 
and  walked  as  a  loofe  libertine,  and  caflofthe  duty 
of  prayer  to  God  in  private,  and  fo  quickly  I  loft  my 
communion  with  God^andhe  withdrew  himfelfefrom 
nie,and  left  me  for  a  time  :and  no  fooner  had  God  left 
me?  but  Satan  came  in  with  hk  delujions,  and formed 
himfclf  into  an  Angel  of  light ^and  carry  ed  me  up  in- 
to afooles  Paradife,  and  lulled  me  afleep  in fe$urity, 
and  carry  ed  me  on  in  that  condition  for  the  fpace  of 
anyeare  and  halfe  before  the  Lord  awakenenedme. 
And  no  fooner  had  I  left feekjng  of %Go din  private ; 
but  the  Lord  left  me  to  puhlique  Jf)ame?for  my  heart, 
and  ftrength  was  let  out  in  an  eager  perfuit  of  the 
worlds  ajd  love  of  the  creatnres,and  a  fear  full  flight- 
ing of  the  Sabbath,which  began  to  be  a  burthen  to  mz% 
and  I  had  an  odious  fleighting  efteeme  of  the  Minift- 
ers  of  God,  and  que  ft i  one  d  their  judgments  in  hold- 
ing forth  the  word  to  the  people,  and  I  was  excee- 
dingly perplexed  with  vaine  thoughts^and  by  degrees 
led  mtofuch  thoughts  as  I  aw  aflmmed  to  name,  and 
by  this  the  Lord  awakened  me,  for  I  was  exceedingly 
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if  art  led  at  it, and  began  to  confiderwith  my  felf,  that 
I  was  out  of  Gods  way,  and  therefore  out  of  Gods  pro* 
te&ion.  Then  I  began  to  remember  from  whence  I  was 
fallen,  but  it  was  long  ere  I  could  do  my  fir  ft  workes, 
but  I  was  refolved  toturneto  myfirji  husband,  for 
then  it  was  better  with  me  then  now.  But  I  found  it 
a  hard  plucky  before  I  found  my  God  a  reconciled  fa- 
iher,  pardoning  my  fin  ofApofiacy,  though  I  fought  it 
with  bitter  tearesfor  the  fpace  of  half e  an  year  e%  And 
I  thought  to  have  kept  it  to  my  felfe,  and  none fijould 
have  kxowen  my  trouble,  but  the  anguif/j  of  my  fpirit 
teas  fo  exceeding  great,  that  I  could  not  hide  it  from 
God  or  man,  for  I  was  afraid  the  Lord  would  have 
made  me  a  public  k  example  to  all  that  knew  me,  and 
that  I  fijould  have  been  quite  dittraUed,andr  an  a- 
Sout  the Jlreets  ttfy  one  o  f  thofe  that  children  run  af- 
ter.  But  when  I  faw  there  was  7to  remedy,  I  made 
my  cafe  knowtn,  and  got  all  the  helpes  I  could  to  fieeh^ 
God  fifr  me.   When  I  made  my  approach  to  God  I  was 
beaten  backfiy  mine  adverfary,  and  by  mineowne  ac- 
cuftng  confidence,  which  was  more  to  me  then  a  fhou- 
fan  A  witneffes.  And  often  ihofe  words  were  found- 
ing in  mine  cares.  Him  that  draweth  back^my  foule 
abhorreth,  and  he  that  putteth  hk  hand  to  the  plough 
and  looket h  back,is  not  fit  for  the  kingdom  byheaven^ 
and  woe  to  you  Scribes,  and  pharifes  hypocrites,  and 
i  hat  in  the  6.0 f  the  Hebrews,! hem  that  have  tafled of 
the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to 
comejf  they  fall  away,  it  is  impojfible  to  renew  them 
by  repentance,  with  many  more  places:  and  when  I 
won  Jd  have  prayed  in  private,  it  was  told  me  that  God 
would  not  heare  me0  then  I  reply  ed  thtt  I  hoped  God 
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wouU  heare  him  that  fate  at  his  right  hand^  hut  it 
was  replyed  to  we  againe  the  Lora  hadfaidto  him3 
(as  he  had  to  Jeremiah^pray  not  for  this  people^  I  was 
fo  lamentably  tortured^  I  could  nctfeep  5  nor  eat^nor 
take  any  contentment  in  any  relation  I  had0  and  had 
not  the  Lord  with'eid  mefram  that  which  the  deviH 
templed  me  unto  ,  I  hadfurely  ended  my  Ufe&o  low 
was  this  poorefoule  brought3and  fo  deep  was  the 
diftreife  in  which  the  Lord  left  it  before  it  was 
recovered.'&indeed  I  canot  declare  all,leaft  this  re. 
lation  (hould  feeme  too  tedious.  But  it  pleafed  the 
Lordat  laft  mercifuly  to  recover  this  poor  diftref- 
fed  foule5though  it  were  long  firft,(  "that  I  may  ufe 
fome  of  its  own  expreffions  3  before  i  he  Lord  did 
feale  unto  it  its  pardon^  many  a  bitter  day y  and  night 
it  did  under goe:  &  to  this  very  day  it  makes  fad, 
&  heavy  complaints,  &  undergoes  many  a  (harp 
conflift,  but  the  Lord  is  pleafed  to  fan&ify  thefe 
and  former  difperifations  in  fuch  a  way  as  that 
there  are  few  Chriftians  in  which  there  is  fo  much 
humility,  mortityednelTe,  fuch  fweet  breathings 
after  God,  fuch  high  prizings  of  his  prefence,  and 
humble  attendance  on  the  ordinances^  frequent 
ufe  of  holy  duetyes  to  be  found. 

So  famous  an  infhmce  as  this  is  might  ferve  to 
poyfe^  and  ballance  the  loofe  and  ficle  fpirits  of 
fuch  who  begin  to  hang  off  from,  &  to  be  indiflfe* 
rent  unto  the  good  waies  of  God.  Beware  of  Apo- 
ftacy.  Apoftacy  is  a  fearfull  fin,  it  is  the  high  way 
to  the  Tin  againft  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  fin  which 
fhall  never  be  pardoned  in  this  worldor  in  the  world 
to  come.  I  ake  heed  how  you  medle  with  edge- 
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tooles,  as  the  proverbe  is .    Whoever  falls  on  thk 
Bone  it  will  grind  him  to  ipowder.  Who  ever  (halt 
clafh  with  the  great  FandamentallDoitrines,  the 
Doftrines  about  fin,  whether  there  be:  any  fuch 
thing  yea  or  no,  touching  the  refurre&ion,  Hea- 
ven, hellD  the  laft  Judgment,  he  that  (hall  play, 
and  dally  with  thefe  things,  and  take  liberty  to 
+  ^  fpeak  for  them  or  againft  them,  fuch  wantonneffe 
pets  exfJpl-  as       lswl^  proove  his  ruine  in  the  end  .  Did 
rwibk  -A  y°u  not  once  believe  thefe  things?  were  they  not 
o#i^  u)  once  Articles  of  your  faith?how  is  it  that  you  come 
$ilv>  « ovTtt  to  caft  them  offtOh  it  is  the  moll:  dangerous  thing 
y>)  nrfjpoih  in  the  world  for  a  man  to  be  medling,  and  tarn- 
8  ir&voZvT*  pering  with,  and  at  laft  come  to  a  flat  downright 
ft&  *?jfi  denying  of  the  great  fundamental!  truths  of  re]i- 
\  |  J^l  &loni  the  things  which  fometimes  he  beleeved  and 
§j£~'        profeiled  the  beleife  off!  this  man  is  in  a  faire  way 
v  Ktf  ***** to  trie  unpardonable  fin:  I  do  not  fay  this  is  that 
vmTATA,  $  fin,  but  he  that  is  come  to  this  had  need  look  to 
<nro<  I*™*  himfelf,  he  is  in  the  way  thereunto  without  abun- 
xcLXAd*  <ruva-  dance  of  mercy  to  recover  him.  Much  have  thole 
dZvTArnfis  t0  anfwer  for,  and  fearfull  is  their  Judgment  like 
t*K»H0T*    tQ  ^  wj1Q  peremptorily,  and  obftinately  main- 
£*^\v^  taine  fuch  defperate  opinions,  that  all  men  fhall 
befaved  alike,  that  fin  is  nothing  but  only  that 
Jftftf  a-  men  make  it  fomething  by  their  own  Melancholly 
wjdm ,  87w  fancies,  and.timerous  apprehentions.b  This  is  the 
$rd™<KA^  very  Bane,  and  cut-throat  of  all  religion,  this  is 
Aa^  iyk,u&9  that  which  cuts  the  very  finewes  of  Godlineffe, 
n  -m  €v*e-  tfas  js  that  which  undermines  the  worfhip  of  God 
guv  amo-  j    ^  world,  and  plucks  it  up  by  the  very  rootes. 
f0cl9         Take  away  the  name,and  notion  or  fin,  make  it 
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nothing,  who  then  will  regard  to  worfhip,  feare, 
obey  the  great  God  ?  who  will  eare  for  any  of  his 
commands  £  Do  you  not  think  the  Lord  is  Jealous 
for  thefe  things  i  Brethren,  my  heart  will  hardly 
ferve  me  to  fpeake  of  thefe  things,  its  even  rea- 
dy to  dye3  and  fink  within  me.  Good  Lord!  what 
wilt  thou  doe  for  thy  great  Name?  how  poor?  how 
fleight?fiow  contemptible  a  thing  do  men  make  of 
thee  in  the  world?  men  begin  to  forget  that  they 
are  thy  creatures^and  that  thou  haft  made  them  ! 
I  could  even  here  break  forth  into  teares,  and  fay 
Oh  that  my  head  were  waters  and  mine  eyes  afoun* 
taine  of  teares  that  I  might  weep  day 5  and  night  for 
the difhonour,  fcorne,  and  contempt  that  iscaft 
vpon  the  blefled  God  by  thefe  things. 

It  is  time  for  the  Angells  of  the  Churehes5the  Mi-  A  briefe 
nifters5  and  Meflengers  of  Jefus  Chrift  to  carry  Edition 
that  peece  of  the  everlaJlingGofpelf,  and  to  preach  tmc^in8 
unto  them  that  dwell  on  earth  ,  and  to  every  nation^  ^thei!m* 
and  kindred ,  and  tongue^  and  people ;  faying  with  a  j^evcj 
loud  voice:  Feare  God \and give  glory  to  him0worf/)ip  $  ^  *  ^ 
him  that  made  heaven^  and  earthy  andthe  fea^  and 
the  fountaines  of  water.  It  was  faid  in  Athanafius 
his  time  \  that  the  world  was  become  an  Arrian^ 
and  now  it  may  be  fayed  that  the  world  beginnes 
to  turne  Atheiji.  Some  there  are  that  darepro- 
feffe  it.One  upon  that  paffage:  ihefoole  hath  faid 
in  his  heart  5  there  is  no  God ,    was  not  afraid 
to  utter  fuch  words,  That  foolefpake  the  truth.  Oh 
monfter  !  eternity  will  be  a  thing  long  enough  to 
torment  thee5  and  make  thee  feele  whether  there 
be  a  God  yea,  or  no.  But  it  is  not  all  thy  blafphe- 
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my  can  rid  thee  of  thy  folly.  Canft  thou  produce 
the  records  of  the  world  for  fix,  or  feaven  thou- 
fandyeares  agoe?  canft  thou  confute  the  book 
of  Genefis,  and  bring  to  light  fo^ewhat  more 
ancient,  and  authentique  then  it  $  Canft  thou  tell 
who  w7as  Adams  Father  £  and  what  the  generati- 
ons of  men  were  before  him/rife  up  as  high  in  thy 
thoughts  as  thou  canft, wilt  thou  not  at  laft  come  to 
fomefirft  man?  was  this  man  made  yea,  or  noAvho 
was  it  that  made  him?  was  it  himfelf  then  he  was 
before  himfelfe,  but  was  he  made  by  fome  other  if 
who  was  that  i  or  was  he  from  everlafting?  why 
then  doth  he  not  continue  to  everlafting.*3  will  any 
thing  deftrcy  it  felfe.^  Durft  thou  truft  thine  own 
fenfe?  are  there  any  fuch  things  as  fpirits?  if  not$ 
why  are  there  fo  many  wretched  creatures  fufFer 
for  their  familiar  converfe  with  them.^  if  thou  do 
"  believe  that  there  are  fuch  things  as evill  fpirits, 
who  is  it  that  keepes  the  in  order>&  fetts  bounds 
to  their  mallice^  Eut  fuch  mofters  who  deny  the 
Principles  of  their  being  ftould  be  rather  hifled  out 
ofthe  world  with  abhorrenee,the  difputed  againft. 

As  there  are  many  that  dare profejfe  Atheifme^ 
fo  there  are  many  that  durft  fee  it.  How  pe- 
remtory  and  refolved  are  men  in  wayes  of  fin?how 
light  a  thing  do  they  make  of  the  word  com- 
mands and  threats  of  God,  and  of  every  thing 
thing  that  might  keep  them  in  awe,  and  retaine 
them  in  their  obedience  to  their  acknowledge- 
ment, and  obfervance  of  the  great  God?  Men  be- 
gin to  think  they  are  above  the  word,  above  hell 
above  damnation5and  in  effeft  above  God.  What 
a  poor,  and  contemptible  thing  is  religion  grown 
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in  the  world?  Certainly,  if  religion  be  the  keep- 
ing of  an  awe  of  God  upon  a  mans  fpiritt,  the  reli- 
gation,  and  binding  of  the  foule  over  to  him,  the 
conftant  obfervance  of  him,  and  ftrift  conformity 
to  his  will,there  is  little  of  this  religion  to  be  found 
in  the  world. 

In  all  thefe  refpefts  it  becommeth  the  fervants 
of  the  Lord  to  beftirre  themfelves,to  contend  zea- 
loufly  for  God,for  the  caufe  of  religio,  and  not  pa- 
tiently tofuffer  the  nameofGod,his  worfhip,  re- 
ligion it  felfe  to  dye  3  and  be  forgotten  in  the 
thoughts,8t  lives  of  men 

3.  To  you  that  feare  the  Lordsand  walk  on  in 
his  wayes3the  exhortation  to  you  is  ,  be  more  ho- 
ly,be  more  humble^be  more  heavenly  minded,  be 
more  fruitful!  in  good  workes:  Zcph.  %  %.Seck.ye 
the  Lord^allye  mceh^ofthe  earth  which  have  wrought 
hfc  judgment ^  feek.  righteoHfncjJe^feek^meekntlJe.  Ye 
that  are  meek  already,  feek  more  meeknefle,  ye 
that  have  wrought  righteoufneffeDbe  more  righte- 
ous,and  abound  in  all  the  fruits  of  righteoufneffe0 

The  Lords  eye  is  more  efpecially  fet  upon  you, 
he  obferves  in  a  more  peculiar  manner  what 
your  carriage  will  be,  the  Lord  expe&ethyou 
ihould  not  onely  mourne  for  your  own  finnes,  but 
for  the  finnes  of  the  place  in  which  you  live.  Bre- 
thren «,  me  thinkes  there  is  not  that  growth  a- 
mongft  you  which  I  could  wifh  ,  I  could  be 
glad  to  fee  more  life  ,  more  fweet  breathings 
after  God  amongft  you.  Me  thinkes  you  do  not 
love  God?  and  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  enough,  you 
difcourfe  of  him  but  feldome,andfpeakofliim 
but  coldly.  Ignatius  had  his  heart  fo  inflamed 

with 
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with  the  love  of  Chrift,that  when  he  fpake  of  him, 
he  would  fay  ,  My  love  was  crucify  ed*  Some  are  fo 
full  of  love  to  him,  as  that  they  are  ravifhed  when 
they  think  of  him,  they  break  out,  and  fay,  oh 
that  excellent!  that  incomperable  one  how  preti- 
ous  is  the  Lord  Jefus!  how  pretious  is  he!  Men,  and 
Angels  aretoo  little  to  love  him,and  admire  him.1 
For  the  Lords  fake  ftirre  up  your  felves,  entertaine 
Chrift  better,  and  entertaine  the  Gofpell  better. 
When  the  Gentiles  heard,that  the  Gofpell  was  fent 
to  thenx>  andthatit  appertained  to  them  as  well 
as  to  the  Jewes,  it  is  faid,  they  were  glad^  and  glori- 
fy ed  the  word  of  the  Lord,  A&s,  1 5;  48  *  Oh  this  was 
wellcome  newes,  joyfull  tidings  to  them  indeed ! 
their  hearts  were  even  ravifhed ,  and  tranfported 
with  fuch  bleffed  tidings  as  thefe,thatChrift  fhould 
become Jalvation  to  them,as  well  to  the  Jewes/or 
that  was  it  which  was  made  knowen  to  them  in 
v.  47.  They  glorify  ed  the  nw^they  magnified,  and 
advanced  the  word.  Oh  this  was  the  beft  word 
that  ever  they  heard!  an  excellent,  and  afweet 
word!  I  befeech  you,  my  brethren,  ftirre  up  your 
felves.,  and  provoke  one  another  to  love^  and  to  good 
worker-  It  is  a  great  fault  in  the  profeffors  of  this 
place,  that  they  maintaine  fuch  a  diftance,and 
ftrangeneffe  one  towards  another.  The  ancient 
Saints  fpake  often  one  to  another*  Mai  achy:  3.  16. 
The  Primitive  Saints  in  the  Apoftles  times  met  of- 
ten, they  prayed  together,and  conferred  together. 
So  it  (hould  be  with  you,  you  fhould  be  often  vifi- 
ting  one  another,  and  alking  each  other,  Oh  my 
Friend!  what  are  your  temptation what  are 
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your  comforts/  what  have  the  dealings  of  God 
been  with  your  fpirit  (ince  we  mett  laft  £  is 
grace  kept  alive.*?  or  is  it  more  dead.**  This  is  the 
way  to  be  a  thriving  people.  I  would  fainethat 
you  of  this  place  fhould  be  patternes  to  allthat 
are  round  about  you  for  humility,  for  heavenly- 
mindedneffe,  for  foundneffe  in  the  faith,  for  ex- 
perience,for  holinefle. 

4.  To  all  in  generalise  Exhortation  is.  Labour 
to  fet  up  religion  in  this  place,  fet  it  up  in  your 
hearts,  fet  it  up  in  your  families  3  fet  it  up,  as  much 
as  may  be,in  the  whole  towne.Away  now  with  all 
your  finfull  fports,  and  merriments,  away  with  all 
your  cards,  and  dice,  finging,  dancing,  and  fuch 
like  vanityes.  Infteed  of  thefe  things  fet  up  Cate- 
chizing, praying  in  the  family  morning,  and  eve- 
ning, and  let  one  neighbour  come  to  another,  and 
fay,  come  let  us  go  to  heaven  together,  and  feek 
the  Lord  together,  lerem*  50,  4.  5.  Inthofe  dayes, 
and  in  that  time  faith  the  Lord,  the  children  oflfra- 
el  pall  come-y  they,  and  the  children  ofjudah  toge- 
ther,going  &  weeding:  they P?allgc,<&  feek^the  Lord 
their  God.  They  pall  ashjthe  way  to  lion  with  their 
faces  thitherward  faying,  come,  and  let  us  )oyne  our 
felves  to  the  Lord  in  a  perpetuall  covenant  that  pall 
??ot  be  forgotten,  Gh  what  a  blelfed  change  would 
this  bee,  if  young,  and  old,  rich,  and  poor,  hufb- 
ands,  and  wives,  parents,  and  children,  mafters, 
and  lervants  would  all  joyne  together}  if they 
would  come  weeping  together,  and  /e^the  Lord, 
if  all  the  people  in  this  place  would  fet  their  faces 
towards  Heaven,  and  toward  Religion^  and  fay, 
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Come  let  us  joyneour  (elves  in  a  perpetuall  Co- 
venant, we  will  ftrike  in  with  the  Lord  this  day, 
and  we  will  never  alter  our  choice  more,  it  (hall 
be  a  Covenant  that  fhall  never  be  forgotten.  If  you 
would  all  refolvethis  day,  Come,  we  will  goe  to 
Zion  with  our  facet  thitherward.  We  will  go  where 
the  word  is  preached,  and  where  the  ordinances 
are  fet  up,  and  where  the  worfhip  of  God  is  cele- 
brated3oh  we  will  negleft  the  word  no  more^&we 
will  riegleft  the  ordinances  no  longer.  This  is  one 
of  the  laft  requc?fts  I  have  to  leave  with  you,oh  do 
not  negleft  the  opertunityes  of  hearing  the  word, 
and  comming  to  the  Ordinances  as  you  have  done 
For  the  Lords  fake,  you  that  are  matters  of  fami- 
lies come  your  felves^and  bring  your  children,and 
fervants  along  with  you}  you  that  have  friends, 
bring  your  friends  with  you.  Go  weeping  (  as  they 
did  )  and  fay,  oh  we  have  negle&ed  the  word, 
and  neglefted  Chrift?  and  neglefted  falvation,  but 
we  will  negleft  them  no  more.  Let  that  prophecy 
be  fulfilled  of  you  which  was  fpoken,  lfai.2.%.  And 
many  people    all  goe,  and  fay,  Come  ye,  and  let  us  goe 
up/to  the  mount  aine  of  the  Loud^  to  the  houfeof the 
Cod  of  Jacob,  and  he  mill  teach  us  of  his  wayes,  and 
we  will  walh^in  hk  paths,  for  out  of  Zion  faall  goe 
forth  the  Law,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  out  of  Jeru- 
salem. Redeeme  an  houre  in  the  week  day  to  heare 
the  word, your  callings  will  not  profper  ever  the 
worfe. 

4,  The  laft  thing  I  have  to  propound  to  you 
by  way  of  diredtion^is  the  Duty  of  Remembrance. 
Forget  not  the  Wonderous  workes  which  the 
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Lord  hath  wrought*   When  mercyes  5  or  Judge- 
ments are  new,  and  frefh,  we  are  apt  to  fpeak  of 
them,  and  to  be  affe&ed  with  them,  but  a  little 
time  weares  them  out  of  our  minds  5  and  blots 
them  quite  out  of  our  Remembrance.  Oh  take 
heed  of  this.  Bind  this  fad  Providence  for  a figne 
^uponyour  handstand  let  it  be  as   Frontlets  between 
your  eyes.  Set  it  down  in  your  Almanac  ks^wd  keep 
a  Regifter  of  the  Day:  oh  this  was  the  black,  and 
difmall  day  of  Gods  vifitation  on  poor  Witny.  It 
were  good  if  you  kept  fome  folemne  day  every 
yeare  as  a  remembrance  of  this  fad,  and  heavy 
ftroke.  For  as  great  mercyes  require  great,  and 
and  folemne  praifes,  fo  do  great  judgments  re- 
quire great,  aed  folemne  humiliation.  Theyfpeake 
cfjojiah  in  their  lamentations  to  this  day r5  and  made 
them  an  Ordinance  in  ifrael :  and  behold  they  are 
written  in  the  Lamentations.  2.  Chron.^.  25.  It 
feemes  they  had  a  conftant  remembrance  of  that 
judgment  (the  lqlTe  of  good  Jofiah)  they  fpeak 
of  him  to  this  day.  It  was  a  conftant  pra&ife  a- 
mongft  them  to  remember  that  fad  ftroke:  and 
they  had  a  folemne  Book  of  Lamentations  ap- 
pointed to  mourne  for  this  judgment.  Luke.  17. 
32.  Remember  Lots  wife.  We  have  not  many  fuch 
Remembers  in  all  the  Book  of  God  upon  fo  fpeci- 
all  an  occafion,  ( they  may  eafily  be  all  reckoned 
up)  and  therefore  here  is  fome  fpeciall  thing  hint- 
ed to  us.  Here  was  a  fpeciall  monument  of  Gods 
judgment  on  a  woman  that  was  hankering  after 
her  old  pleafures,  ftie  had  been  ufed  to  the  de- 
lights, and  contentments  of  Sodom ,  and  (he  was 

K  2  loth 


C78) 

loath  to  part  with  thefe:  (he  lookt  back  to  the  So- 
dom of  her  former  pleafures,  and  contentments, 
and  whilltlhe  is  looking  back  (he  became  a  Pillar 
of  fait.  Oh  remember  this,  (  faith  our  Saviour) 
Remember  Lots  Wife.  There  is  an  accent  put  on 
this.  You  of  this  place  have  been  hankering  af- 
ter fports,and  merriments,  you  have  been  migh- 
tily fet  on  thefe  things,  and  the  Lord  hath  fhewen 
his  difpleafure  by  an  Eminent  hand,  and  a  ftrech- 
ed  out  arme.  Oh  remember  this,  remember  the 
Tragicall  ftory  at  the  White  Hart. 

You  have  heard  now  at  large  what  your  duty 
1S3  in  general  1  it  is  to  fall  upon  the  work  of  Repen^ 
tance.  You  have  likewife  been  direfted  particu- 
larly how  to  carry  your  felves  in  that  works  and 
what  the  particular  Duetyes  are  which  are  to  be 
done  by  you,  and  what  the  Lord  expefts  from 
each  of  you  in  your  feverall  rankes3  and  places. 
That  which  remaines  is  only,  in  the  clofe  of  all, 
to  adde  a  motive,  or  two  (  to  that  which  hath 
been  already  faid )  to  prefle  that  which  is  your 
duety  on  you. 

1.  If  you  do  not  repent,  fome  worfe  thing  will 
come  upon  you.  It  may  be  the  Lord  may  fend  a 
Fire  next  to  confume  all  your  houfes^  it  may  be 
he  may  fend  the  peftilence  among  you  to  devoure 
you,  or  if  not  that,  a  famine:  the  Lord  hath  wayes 
enough  to  punifh  unrepentant  finners.  Read  over 
that  2  6.  of  Leviticusjk.  there  you  will  fee  what  the 
Lord  threatens  in  fuch  a  CdS^v.^.^^Jfye  will  not 
be  reformed  by  thefe  things  ^butw  ill  x>pal\  contrary 
unto  mcithenwill  I  alfo  wal\contrary  unto  yon and 
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will  punifi  you  yet  feaven  times  for  your Jinnes.  v.  27 
And  if  ye  will  not  for  all  this  hearken  unto  me,  but 
voalh^contrary  unto  me:  then  I  will  walk^contrary  un- 
to you  alfo  in fury^  and  J,  even  I,willchaftifeyon  fea- 
ven times  for  your Jinnes.  If  you  think  to  wax  flout 
and  ftubborne  againft  the  Lord,  he  will  be  as  ftout 
againft  you,  if  you  walk  contrary  to  him  he  will 
doe  fo  to  you,  and  if  one  judgment  will  not  do  it, 
he  will  follow  you  with  a  fecond,8c  a  third*  and  if 
you  ftill  harden  your  hearts  againft  him,  he  will 
coe  againft  you  in  Fury  .he  will  lummon  up  all  his 
wrath  ,  and  vengeance,  and  if  he  be  able  to  break, 
and  mine  you,  to  be  fure  he  will  do  it.  Oh  it  is  a 
dreadfull  word.  v.  ij.Iwillfet  my  face  againft 
you,  and  that  in  the  28*  vcrfe.  J,  even  I  will  chaflife 
you*  As  much  as  if  he  fhould  fay,  I  the  great  God, 
I  that  made  heaven,  and  earth,  and  can  turne  the 
foundation  of  it  upfidedown  whe  I  pleafejwill  fet 
my  felfe  againft  you,I  will  engage  all  my  wifedoe., 
and  all  my  power,  I  will  put  forth  all  my  glory, 
and  excellency  todeftroy  you. 

If  temporal!  judgments  will  not  prevaile,  God 
hath  eternall  punilhents  in  a  readineffe  for  obfti- 
nate,  and  incorrigible  finners.  Tophet  is  prepared, 
&c.  Hell  is  in  readinefle5  eternall  flames,  ever- 
lafting  burnings  are  prepared  5  and  thofe  that 
would  not  be  tamed,  and  brought  into  order  by 
the  judgments  of  God  in  this  world,  will  be  ftill 
and  calme  e/iough  when  they  are  thrown  there. 
Then  thy  pride  and  ftoutneffe  of  heart  againft  the 
Lord,  thy  ftubbornneffe ,  and  incorrigiblenefle 
will  do  thee  little  good.  This  hath  God  prepared3 
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Vfm  7. 1  X?  1 2, 1 3,  CW  is  angry  with  the  wicked  eve- 
ry day:  if  he  turne  nots  he  will  whet  his  fword^  he 
hath  bent  his  bow,  and  made  it  ready  5  he  hath  alfo 
prepared  for  him  the  inftruments  of  death.  Are  not 
the  judgments  of  God  in  this  world  terrible  e- 
nought  do  they  not  ftrike  deep  enough?  do  men 
beare  up  themfelves  againft  the  Almighty,  and 
wax  proud  againft  him  notwithftanding  theferOh ! 
he  hath  yet  a  deadly  inftrument  left  behind,  he 
can  ftrike  them  into  hell,  and  then  they  are  ftruck 
to  purpofe.  Art  thou  not  afraid  of  the  firft  death, 
( the  worft  as  thou  fuppofeft  of  temporall  evills  j 
becaufe  that  is  but  a  fhort  paflage?  But  there  is 
the  fecond  death,  when  thou  fhalt  be  ever  dying, 
and  yet  never  dye:  thou  {halt  be  alwayes  in  the 
pangs5  and  agonyes  of  death,and  yet  never  part 
aeath  it  felfe.  fhe  judgments  of  God  in  this  world 
they   are  but  as  the  Alphabet ,  as  the  A.  B.  C.  to  that 
0  quantum  e-  great andlafi  judgment.  It  Was  Luther s  expreffion. 
jgft&£*£   how  great   Q  fayes  he  againe  )  full  that 
Majeflate  di-  confiftory      When  the  Divine  majejiy  fall  appear  e, 
™*&ll*mii-  an"foniany  thousand  Angels  and  by  how  much  the 
dm  Angdo- greater  the  Majefty  of  that  court  fh all  be ^  fo  much 
rum  cekbubi-  greater  will  the  dread^  and  horror  be  that  will  fall 
ma)ori*  Ma-  upon  wicked  men. 

jeftattsjanto  2.  If  you  be  a  reformed  people,  the  Lord  will 
7£%%rw°}s  delight  in  this  place,  as  much  as  ever  he  hath  loa- 
mt  impii*.  thed  it-  The  Lord  doth  not  affliff  willingly  ^vor  grieve 
Luch.  the  children  of  men.  No,  Judgment  is  his  ftrange 
work}  had  you  not  put  him  to  it,  he  had  never 
done  that  which  he  hath, 

Returne  now  unto  the  Lord  make  a  covenant 
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with  him  this  day  to  ferve  hiin  with  a  per- 
fect heart  ^  and  a  willing  mind.  Choofe  the  Lord 
for  your  God,  and  give  up  your  felves  in  Chrift 
Jefus  to  him,  to  walk  with  him  unto  all  wellplea- 
fing,  then  will  he  rejoyce  over  you  to  do  you  good 
he  will  fet  himfelfe  to  blefle  you  with  his  whole 
heart,  and  with  his  whole  foule,  Blejjed  (hall  you 
be  in  the  towne,  blejjed  in  the  field,  blejjed  in y our 
basket,  and  blejjed  in  your  fore.  Blejjed  when  you 
rife  up,  and  blejjed  when  you  lye  down.  All  the  peo- 
ple that  pafle  by  you  (hull  fay.  Behold  Witny,  the 
Place  which  the  Lord  hath  blefled.  The  Lord  (hal 
take  away  your  reproach,  and  it  (hall  no  more  be 
faid,  this  is  Witny,  whom  the  the  Lord  hath  pla- 
gued, but  this  is  Witny  whom  the  Lord  hath  lo- 
ved, whom  the  Lord  delighteth  in.  Yea,  the  Lord 
himfelfe  (hall  Blejfeyou  out  of  Zion .You  (hall  have 
all  the  Gofpell  mercyes,  knowledge  (hall  increafe, 
and  the  feare  of  the  Lord  abound  amongft  you: 
others  (hall  bee  provokech  by^gur  zeale,  they 
(hall  come,  and  fee  the  r^^^ion  uid^xsiqJJ^itny, 
and  fay:  Behold  the  place  that^was  eminent  for Jin, 
and  judgment,  is  now  become  eminent  for  Holi- 
neJJ'c,  and  mercy-  And  no^I*n-ay  fay  as  Mofes  did, 
after  he  had  thundered  outfall  the curfes,  and 
fweetly  laid  forth  all  the  bleffings  of  the  Lord  up- 
on their  obedience  or  difo6edienceto  theLaw,  / 
have  f  zt  life,  and  death  before  you  this  day.  Oh  chufe 
the  way  of  life,  and  you  are  blefled,  blefled  (hall 
you  be  here,  and  blefled  for  evermore, 
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